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Maple Lake Wine and Spirits: where holiday fun begins
By Brenda Erdahl
Maple Lake Wine and Spirits
off Highway 55 East is celebrating the holidays and its nine-year
anniversary with tastings, specials and new products that will
make your holiday party the talk
of the town.
Holiday Beer, Wine and
Spirits Tasting
Get a taste of what they have
available on Thursday, Dec. 5 at
the Holiday Beer, Wine and Spirits Tasting at the Maple Lake
American Legion.
General Manager Angela
Berthiaume has invited 14 vendors for guests to sample from for
two hours, from 7 to 9 p.m. Several Minnesota wineries including Millner Heritage and
Winehaven will attend as well as
distributors of brands Berthiaume
sells in the store. There will be
more than 90 items to sample, she
said, and the night will include
gift baskets and giveaways.
If guests order that night, they
get a discount on their purchase.
You must be a member of the
local Wine Club to get the discount, but there will be an opportunity to sign up that night so
guests can take full advantage of
the event, Berthiaume said.
Members will also receive a 50
percent discount on the $20 cover
charge.
Birthday celebration and
holiday favorites
The fun continues Saturday,
Dec. 21 when Maple Lake Wine
and Spirits celebrates nine years
at its new location. Throughout
the event there will be in-store
beer, wine and spirits tasting,
snacks, hot apple cider, giveaways and “super specials,” including a new sale every week.
“One week we’ll have a liquor
sale, another week we’ll have a
sale on wine and one week we’ll
have a beer sale. Watch to see
which sale is on which week,”
Berthiaume said.
Throughout the month of De-

cember, Maple Lake Wine and
Spirits will continue to hold tastings so customers can explore
new flavors. Berthiaume always
stocks a vast variety of wines,
liquors and champagnes that are
sure to fit everybody’s tastes. The
store’s expansive wine section includes holiday favorites like the
always popular Reindeer Wines.
These come with pictures of
Santa’s reindeer on the bottles,
Berthiaume
said.
Donner,
Blitzen, Comet and Cupid are all
depicted on these fun but, limited
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edition wines.
“These are unique wines that
are fun to have at a party,” she
said.
The store also carries Holiday
eggnogs, cordials, gift packs and
gift cards perfect for that hard-tobuy for person on your Christmas
list.
A great selection
Maple Lake Wine and Spirits
carries a vast variety of Minnesota-made wines and liquors.
Customers will find wines from
Carlos Creek Winery in Alexandria; Crow River Winery in
Hutchinson; Northern Hollow
Winery in Grasston; Indian Island
Winery in Janesville, Millner
Heritage Winery in Kimball and
Winehaven in Chisago City.
The store has also expanded
its spirits portfolio to include a
larger selection of liquor,
whiskey, rum and cordials, and is
always adding to its craft beer options for the craft beer lovers out
there.
With everything from moonshine pickles to peanut-butter
whisky, Maple Lake Wine and

The municipal liquor store carries everything from crisp,
dill pickles canned in moonshine, to local Vodka made
in Duluth and Whisky with a natural peanut butter flavor.

Spirits has a “great selection for a
small, hometown liquor store and
customers like that we have such
a wide variety,” Berthiaume said.
If a guest can’t find something
they want, Berthiaume and her
staff will happily order it for
them.
“I’d say 95 percent of the time
we can get it for the customer and
then we stock it,” she said.
Rewards program
To make shopping at Maple
Lake Wine and Spirits even more
economical, Berthiaume and her
staff have a successful rewards
program called the Lucky Irish
Rewards where every pre-taxed
dollar spent earns customers a
point. When they reach 500
points, they get a $20 in-store
credit.
Monthly specials on domestic
beers, craft beers and wines,
makes shopping at Maple Lake
Wine and Spirits even more affordable.
Knowledgeable staff
Besides a wide selection of
products, Berthiaume oversees a
friendly, knowledgeable staff
who will help you make the perfect selection then carry it out to
your car for you.
Last winter the store received
new flooring which really brightens up the place, Berthiaume
said, and makes for an even more
pleasant shopping experience.
“It’s non slip, offers easy
clean-up and ads warmth to the
store,” full-time lead Kate Hebreling. “We’ve had a lot of nice
comments about it.”
Berthiaume reminds the community that when you shop at
Maple Lake Wine and Spirits 100
percent of the profits go back to
the city for projects and upkeeps.
Their slogan is “where shopping local makes a difference.”
Wine Club
Maple Lake Wine and Spirits
promotes the community in other
ways as well. Berthiaume and
Hebreling organize a successful
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Purchase Tickets at Maple Lake Wine & Spirits
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Wine Club that currently has 300
members and meets every six to
eight weeks.
They hold tastings that nonmembers can also attend for $5
per person.
“It’s a great way to try new
wines or have a night out on the
town and if you like the tastings,
you can sign up to the join the
club,” Berthiaume said
Beer tasting
Next summer, look for the
liquor store’s second annual beer
tasting. Their first event was a
success with about 70 people at-

tending. It was held at the Maple
Lake American Legion in September and featured a variety of
craft beers, whiskies and bourbons.
MLFD fundraiser
In August and early September, the store was part of a
fundraiser for the local fire department sponsored by the Municipal Beverage Association and
Miller Coors. The store raised
$740 for items the Maple Lake
Fire Department needs. Next year
they hope to raise even more,
Berthiaume said.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits is celebrating the holidays
and nine-years at its location on Highway 55 East in
Maple Lake with wine tastings, specials and new products.

Holiday Beer, Wine
& Spirits Tasting
at the

General Manager Angela Berthiaume, right, says “just like your door is welcoming to
family and friends ours is too! Berthiaume leads a friendly, knowledgeable staff with
the help of full-time lead Kate Hebreling, left.
(Photos by Brenda Erdahl)

Next to Cenex • 901 State Hwy. 55 East, Maple Lake

“Thank you to all who donated this year. It will help them
greatly,” she added.
Hours
The municipal liquor store is
open Monday through Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Thursday through Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Holiday hours will be as follows: Christmas Eve, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and New Year’s Eve 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. The store will be closed
Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits also carries a selection of
craft beers and many come from local breweries right
here in Minnesota like Lupulin Brewing in Big Lake.
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Lakers’ 2012 journey brings
home championship trophy

2012 State Champions!

by Theresa Andrus
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State Champs!
Dusty Decker scored a big run in the game against the Sobieski Skis when he reached home plate before the Sobieski catcher could
touch him with a tag on the way to a 3-2 Lakers’ victory at Faber Field in St. Cloud
Pitcher Jeremy Schmidt let one fly in the game against Blue Earth
as he led the Lakers to a 4-2 victory and was named as the MVP
of the Class C State Tournament.

Lakers win first title since 1939

Bert Marsnik and a Fairmont third baseman looked back for the
call as Marsnik was declared safe.

The Lakers won 6-4 over the
Fairmont Martins to take the Class
C Minnesota State Amateur Baseball title on Labor Day at Faber
Field in St. Cloud.
The two teams had finished the
game-ending handshake line. As the
Lakers headed to their dugout, Graham Brown said it all with one of
his patented back flips to the cheering of the large crowd of Laker fans.
Then it was time for the awarding of
the first- and second-place trophies,
the individual medals to the Maple
Lake team members, and the
announcement of the all-tournament
team. Lakers honored were pitcher
Jeremy Schmidt, player manager
Chad Raiche, catcher Graham
Brown, second baseman Nate Johnson, and pitcher-infielder Mitch
Wurm. Then came the awarding of
the tournament Most Valuable Player to Jeremy Schmidt, who won
three games in the tournament.
While the 2008 Laker team was
the most recent to place in State,
taking third at Shakopee and Chaska, tournament archives show
Maple Lake first-place wins in 1931
and 1939. The 2012 route to success
featured wins over New Ulm Brewers, Stewartville-Racine, Blue Earth,
Sobieski, Fergus Falls, and finally
Fairmont.
The Laker championship game
was probably the best managed of
the entire season. With Jeremy
Schmidt and Mitch Wurm throwing
complete games and draftee Jordan
Danielson going just over five
innings in another final weekend
game, the pitching staff was wearing
down. Even though he hadn’t
pitched a lot during the regular season, Manager Raiche made the decision to start himself, eat some
innings and then piece together the
rest of the game from whomever
could get some outs.
With three runs in and two out in
the third, Raiche called for draftee
Danielson, mound hero of the Fergus Falls game the night before. He
retired the side on an infield
grounder and went on to hold the
Martins scoreless until the sixth
when the Martins got a run on two
hits and a wild pitch to go up 4-3.

by Don Gadow

Maple Lake Lakers storming the field after the last out of the
championsip game included Bobby Fobbe, Brian Russell, Casey
Pack and Rob Hannon.

Lakers’ players were swept off their feet in a celebration that came moments after Maple Lake recorded a 6-4 win over Fairmont and earned their first state title since 1939.

Mitch Wurm replaced Danielson in
the top of the seventh but went out
of the game with bases loaded on a
Laker error, a hit, and a walk and
only one out. With the game on the
line, Schmidt came in and held the
Martins scoreless the rest of the way
and picked up his third tournament
victory.
Luke Fobbe scored the first
Laker run in the fourth after reaching base on an infield error. Raiche’s
single put him on third, and Fobbe
scored when the Martins could not
complete a double play on Bert
Marsnik’s grounder that forced
Raiche at second.
The Lakers tied the game at 3 in
the sixth. Graham Brown led off
with a single past the shortstop. He
took third on a looping Fobbe single
to right field and scored on
Marsnik’s sacrifice fly. Fobbe
tagged up, got to third, and scored
on an infield force-out off the bat of
Dusty Decker.
Fairmont took a one-run lead in
their half of the sixth. In the eighth,
the Lakers scored two on two hits
and a Martin error with Nate Johnson getting the only RBI. Brian
Redemske scored an exciting
unearned run for the Lakers in the
ninth for an extra cushion. He led
off the inning with a single to center
field and advanced on Riley Decker’s sacrifice bunt. On a pitch in the
dirt, Redemske alertly ran to third
and scored when the catcher threw
wild past third trying for the out.
With the number-three finish in
Region 12C play, the Lakers never
had the advantage of being the
home team in a State Tournament
game, but solid pitching and the
ability to come-from-behind and put
up big innings were keys to the
team’s success. Overall, the Lakers
finished the season at 27-11.
LAKERS
AB R H RBI
Graham Brown
4 1 1 0
Luke Fobbe
4 2 1 0
Chad Raiche
4 1 2 0
Bert Marsnik
2 1 0 2
Dusty Decker
3 0 0 1
Nate Johnson
4 0 1 1
Mitch Wurm
3 0 0 0
Jeremy Schmidt
1 0 0 0
Brian Redemske
3 1
1 0
Cody Decker
1 0
0 0
Riley Decker
3 0 1 0
Brian Russell
0 0 0 0
Jordan Danielson 0 0 0 0
TOTALS
32 6 7 4
Lakers
0 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 1 6R, 7H,
3E
Martins 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 4R, 8H,
4E
Lakers: Chad Raiche, Jordan Danielson
(3), Mitch Wurm (7), Jeremy Schmidt
(7, W) and Graham Brown. Martins:
Shaun McGuire, Aaron Siefken (8, L),
and Alex Schmidt

Maple Lake 4, Fergus Falls 3
The Maple Lake Lakers pulled
off a come-from-behind 4-3 win
over Fergus Falls on Sunday, September 2, to earn the chance to play
for the State Class C Championship
on Labor Day against the Fairmont
Martins. According to the 2012 tournament book records, the Lakers
had not played in a state championship game in the post-WWII era.
The Lakers did earn third place in
the 1994 and 2008 Class B tournaments.
D-C Saints draftee Jordan
Danielson pitched five and a third
scoreless innings in relief to pick up
the win. The side-armer, who helped
the Lakers to their 2008 third-place
finish, limited the Hurricanes to two
hits and a walk while striking out
four. With the Lakers trailing 3-0

with two outs in the fourth and
bases loaded, Danielson entered the
game and retired the side on a
ground-out. Brian Russell, who
started the game on the mound,
struggled with control and gave up
the three Fergus Falls runs.
In the fifth the Lakers put together one of their patented big innings
with three runs on four hits and a
Cane error. Mitch Wurm, Brian
Redemske, and Riley Decker had
consecutive base hits with Wurm
scoring on R. Decker’s hard shot off
the shortstop’s glove. In the meantime Redemske was thrown out at
third trying to stretch out on Decker’s hit. Luke Fobbe reached first on
a bunt. Chad Raiche drove in Decker and Fobbe with a hard single
between short and third.
In the seventh Fobbe walked,
advanced to third on Raiche’s second hit, and scored when Bert
Marsnik grounded out to the second
baseman. With Raiche on second
and two outs, the Lakers’ rally
ended when Nate Johnson’s 380foot fly ball was caught by the Fergus center-fielder. Stranding 11 runners in the game, the Lakers twice
ended innings with bases loaded.
The large and vocal Maple Lake
crowd created lots of excitement of
its own to keep the team fired up
and help with the win.
LAKERS
AB R H RBI
Graham Brown
4 0 0 0
Luke Fobbe
4 2 0 0
Chad Raiche
5 0 2 2
Bert Marsnik
5 0 0 1
Dusty Decker
5 0 1 0
Nate Johnson
4 0 0 0
Mitch Wurm
3 1 2 0
Brian Redemske
3 0 1 0
Riley Decker
2 1 1 1
Brian Russell
0 0 0 0
Jordan Danielson 0 0 0 0
TOTALS
35 4 7 4
Lakers 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 4R, 7H,
1E
Fergus 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3R, 6H,
4E
Lakers: Brian Russell, Jordan Danielson
(W, 4), and Graham Brown
Fergus: Darin Stanislawski (L), Spencer
Kidder (7), and Jake Erickson

Maple Lake 3, Sobieski Skis 1
It was another pitching gem by
right-hander Mitch Wurm who went
the route for the win in the first
Laker game on Sunday, September
2, at St. Cloud. Control was a key
for Wurm, who issued only one
walk and scattered eight hits.
Sobieski’s only run was unearned.
The lead-off batter reached second
on a two-base throwing error and
scored on a base hit.
Brian Redemske scored Dusty
Decker on an infield grounder in the
second. The Lakers scored two in
the sixth to open up a 3-0 lead. With
one out, Decker beat out an infield
hit and scored on Nate Johnson’s
389-foot triple. Johnson scored on a
wild pitch. The Lakers threatened in
the ninth but stranded three to end
the inning.
The Lakers ended up with 10
hits, but they were not well-spaced
through the lineup. Graham Brown
had four, D. Decker three, and Johnson three. With the victory, the Lakers had to play an evening game
with Fergus Falls and win to stay
alive in the single-elimination tournament.
LAKERS
Graham Brown
Luke Fobbe
Chad Raiche
Bert Marsnik
Dusty Decker
Nate Johnson

AB R
4 0
3 0
4 0
4 0
4 2
4 1

H
4
0
0
0
3
3

RBI
0
0
0
0
0
1

Everyone in Maple Lake knew the Maple Lake Lakers were a
good team, but now the Lakers have the hardware to prove they’re
a great team with a winning run through the Minnesota State Amateur Class C Baseball Tournament over the Labor Day weekend.
Pictured above: The victorious Lakers hold the team’s first

-continued on page 12

Rob Hannon
0 0 0
0
Mitch Wurm
3 0 0 0
Cody Decker
0 0 0 0
Brian Redemske
3 0 0 1
Marcus Zahn
0 0 0 0
Riley Decker
4 0 0 0
Brian Russell
0 0 0 0
TOTALS
33 3 10 2
Lakers
0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3R,
10H, 1E
Skis
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1R, 8H,
0E
Lakers: Mitch Wurm (W) and Graham
Brown
Skis: Cole Jendro (L), Brett Kramer (6),
and Riley Hirsch

Lakers 4, Blue Earth Pirates 2
Laker number one starter Jeremy
Schmidt pitched a four-hitter to end
the Pirates’s season on Saturday,
September 1, at St. Cloud. The big
right-hander struck out six and limited the Pirates to four hits and one
earned run.
The Lakers broke up a scoreless
tie with four runs in the sixth. With
one out, Nate Johnson looped a hit
to center-field, Mitch Wurm singled
through the right side, and after
another out, Riley Decker hit a hard
shot off the shortstop’s glove to
drive in Johnson. Graham Brown
singled in Wurm. Luke Fobbe’s
opposite field base hit drove in
Decker and Brown for what turned
out to be the final Laker runs of the
day.
Blue Earth came back with two
runs in their half of the sixth on a
walk and two hits.
With the Lakers clinging to a
slim lead, Schmidt retired five in a
row until the Pirates threatened in
the eighth with a hit and a walk but
could not score. As Laker fans wondered how much fuel Schmidt had
left, he came out for the ninth and
struck out the lead-off batter with
some heat. Then came what could
have been a game-changer. The
Blue Earth designated batter hit a
mammoth blast to center-field, but
Riley Decker made the catch 400
feet away from home plate in front
of the wall. The next batter ended
Blue Earth’s season with a tapper to
Chad Raiche at first base.
LAKERS
AB R H RBI
Graham Brown
5 1 2 1
Luke Fobbe
5 0 1 2
Chad Raiche
3 0 0 0
Bert Marsnik
4 0 0 0
Dusty Decker
4 0 0 0
Nate Johnson
4 1 2 0
Mitch Wurm
4 1 3 0
Brian Redemske
2 0 0 0
Cody Decker
0 0 0 0
Riley Decker
4 1 1 1
Jeremy Schmidt
0 0 0 0
TOTALS
35 4 9
4
Lakers 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4R, 9H, 2E
Pirates 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2R, 4h, 3E
Lakers: Jeremy Schmidt (W) and Graham Brown
Pirates: Lee Hodges (L), Aaron Wendt
(8), and Carter Hanson

Tournament Notes: Howard
Lake was eliminated 8-1 by Green
Isle. Loretto lost out to Milroy 7-0.
Correction: The scoring sequence in
the Stewartville-Racine game was
incorrectly reported by this writer.
The true facts are better than how
the story read. The Lakers had a
three-run lead after four innings.
The Sharks came back with six in
the fifth, three unearned. When
some teams might start to hang their
heads, the Lakers put the ball in play
and loaded the bases for Chad
Raiche’s long home run to make the
score 7-6 in the sixth. Maple Lake
eventually won 14-7 in 10 innings.

championship trophy since 1939 in front of the stands filled with
their faithful fans. In the state tournament action last weekend at
St. Cloud, the Lakers defeated Blue Earth 4-2, Sobieski Skis 3-1,
Fergus Falls 4-3 and Fairmont 6-4 to win the title. A story on the
tournament run and photos appear on pages 7-8.

It wasn’t exactly a part of the
Maple Lake Lakers’ pre-season
goals to win the Class C Minnesota
Amateur Baseball Tournament, but
as it turned out, this was their year.
Forty-eight teams earned the
right to play in this year’s state
tourney in St. Cloud and to win the
championship required a six-game
winning streak played out over
three weekends beginning at the
end of August and continuing
through Labor Day.
“We knew we had a chance just
like everyone else did,” said Lakers’ player/manager Chad Raiche.
“But it’s unrealistic to think you’re
going to be that last team standing
on Monday afternoon.”
It took hard work, stamina, talent, and a little luck.
“With 48 teams in a single-elimination tournament, a lot of things
have to go your way,” Raiche said.
“One bad bounce and you’re
done.”
It was no small feat to keep
racking up wins. The Lakers began
with a 6-1 opening round win over
the New Ulm Brewers on August
17 and followed that up a week
later with a 14-7 win over the
Stewartville-Racine Sharks in a
game that required 10 innings and
a Lakers’ offensive explosion to
determine a winner. Raiche had his
tournament moment with a grand
slam home run in the fifth inning
Then came the baseball
marathon in St. Cloud over the
Labor Day weekend, with the Lakers taking a 4-2 win over the Blue

Pitcher Jeremy Schmidt received the congratulations of his teammates when he was announced as the state tournament MVP.

My MVP was born on October 8, 1988, a very proud day for me.
On September 3, 2012, I had that same proud feeling again.

Jeremy & Mitch

As I reflect on all the people that
helped him get to that special day,
I would like to say THANK YOU!
To Dale Decker, who asked him to join
the team. To Paul Marsnik, who really
gave him a lot of tips on pitching.
To Sheldon Brown, who coached him in
Legion ball & taught him how to play the
game and have fun doing it.
To Vicki Decker, Jamie Marsnik and
Mary Barkley Brown, who all treat
him like one of their own boys.
To Ron Starke & Skip Dolan, who really
inspired him. To his little league coaches:
Mark Kovall, Ron Hanson, Jim Thurber
& Randy Heino. To his teammates, who
had the “all-for-one-and-one-for-all”
bond. To the Lakers’ fans that cheered
and clapped, led by Bill Wurm, who
kept everybody going. To my wife for
her patience and understanding during
the season, Love you, honey!
They say “Life is not measured by the
number of breaths we take, but by the
moments that take our breath away.”
I had one of those moments on
September 3, 2012.
Schmidt
Thank you all! Mitch Schmidt

Earth Pirates on Saturday, Sept. 1,
a 3-1 win over Sobieski Skis, followed by a 4-3 win over Fergus
Falls on Sunday, Sept. 2, and a 6-4
win over Fairmont in the championship game on Labor Day.
Named to the All-Tournament
team were Jeremy Schmidt,
Raiche, Graham Brown, Nate
Johnson, Mitch Wurm and Schmidt
was also honored as the tournament MVP.
“Except for the first game, all
our other games were close,”
Raiche said. “Against New Ulm,
we felt like we were in control
through the whole game.”
But the rest were nail-biters.
“Coming into the Blue Earth
game on Saturday, we knew Blue
Earth was ranked one or two all
year long,” Raiche said. “We knew
that would be a tough game.”
But Raiche said the biggest
challenge might have been the
Sobieski Skis team.
“It sounded like they were the
favorite among the final eight
teams,” Raiche said. “After that
game, some people sounded really
surprised that we had beaten them.

That was a really big win.”
But none of the games were
easy.
“We were down by three runs in
three different games,” Raiche said.
“That’s kind of been our MO
throughout the season–falling
behind early, making it exciting
and finding a way to win.”
Asking even players in shape
for a long season to keep going
through a long weekend of baseball
was not easy.
“It was a complete grinder,”
laughed Raiche, the Lakers’ firstbaseman. “I didn’t have another
inning left in me in the Fairmont
game. If that had gone into extra
innings, I would have had to pull
myself out. But somebody had to
win, so we gutted it out.”
This year’s state tournament
included some big changes from
last year. Thirty-two teams were
involved in state tournament play
last year, with single elimination in
the first two rounds and double
elimination in the final rounds. The
change allowed 16 additional
teams to take part in state tournament action. Raiche said the new

Congratulations!

CHAMPS

Former Laker Tyler Decker christened his Laker teammates as state champs in the happy celebration
that commenced after the last out in the state Class C title game.

Mambers of the 2012 Class C Minnesota State Amateur Baseball Champion Maple Lake Lakers are (front) Bobby Fobbe, Nate Johnson, Casey
Pack, Luke Fobbe, Rob Hannon, Brian Russell, Jake Johnson, (middle) Chad Raiche, Brian Redemske, Cody Decker, Bert Marsnik,
Graham Brown, Marcus Zahn (back) Riley Decker, Mitch Wurm, Matt Bergstom (draftee from DC), Jordan Danielson (draftee from DC),
Kyle Kaczmarek (draftee from DC), Dusty Decker, and Jeremy Schmidt.

Congratulations to Lakers named to All-Tournament Team: the pitcher Jeremy Schmidt, player
manager Chad Raiche, catcher Graham Brown, second baseman Nate Johnson, and pitcherinfielder Mitch Wurm. Jeremy Schmidt was also named the tournament Most Valuable Player

Stadium photo by Martin Castro, LMC Photography
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Maple Lake Lakers’ player/manager Chad Raiche is pictured at Irish Stadium with the 2012 Minnesota State Amateur Baseball Association Class C championship trophy that was won by the team
during the state tournament on September 3.

A Fairmont player made his way through a line of happy Lakers sprinting to the pitcher’s mound to celebrate Maple Lake’s first state title
since 1939 on September 3 at Faber Field in St. Cloud.
format was used on a trial basis
and he wouldn’t be surprised if the
format was changed again next
year, when Maple Lake and Delano
will host the state tournament.
Raiche said he doubts that a
defending champion has ever had
the opportunity to play in its home-

Members of the Lakers applauded their fans as they displayed their 2012 Minnesota State Amateur
Baseball Tournament Class C trophy on September 3 in St. Cloud.

t
Check ou

town the following year.
“Coming in as a defending
champ is going to be awesome,”
Raiche said. “The community will
be on board and I’m sure our volunteer help doubled over this past
week.”
In 2010, the Minnesota Baseball
Association selected Maple Lake
and Delano to host the 2013 Class
B & C State Amateur Baseball
Tournament, with Howard Lake to
serve as a third site as needed. It
will be the third time Maple Lake
has hosted a state tournament, with
the first two coming in 1984 and
1997.
Since the selection of Maple
Lake and Delano in 2010, a committee guided by the Lakers has
been preparing for the state tournament in 2013, raising funds and
coordinating volunteer efforts to
improve Irish Stadium.
State appearances through the
history of the Lakers are as follows: 1925, 1931 B Champ, 1932,
1933, 1934 A 3rd place, 1936 AA
2nd place, 1939 A Champ, 1947,
1958, 1977, 1979, 1980, 1981,
1983, 1986, 1987, 1989, 1992,
1994 B 3rd place, 1995, 2008 B
3rd place, 2011, 2012 C Champ.
Maple Lake still holds a state
tournament record for the most
runs scored in one inning by one
team when the 1989 Lakers set the
record of 14 runs in one inning
during what was still a close 19-17
win over Hutchinson.
And the team and its fans won
an honor in 2008 when they were
awarded the J.M. Brennan Sportsmanship Trophy that has been presented to one community since
1941 for sportsmanship shown during the state tournament.
Raiche and Marcus Zahn are
serving as the Lakers’ 2013 State
Tournament coordinators, with an
additional goal now of defending a
title.
“The pressure will be on next
year to make it to the tourney,”
Raiche said. “A lot of teams will be
gunning for us now.”
Raiche noted that one day after
their state tournament victory, the
team in St. Peter wanted to get on
the Lakers’ schedule for next year.
And there will be others.
“When you’re hosting the state
tournament, a lot of teams are
going to want to play on our field,”
Raiche said. “Yes, it will be a full
schedule next year. We try to keep
our games to Wednesdays, Fridays
and Sundays and it’s nice to have
some days off through the season.

But we might be playing every
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday
from May through July.”
Committees are working hard
on tournament arrangements, with
Raiche noting the efforts of Daryl
Hennen, Bill Cruikshank and
Harold Brutlag in moving forward
with field projects. Dale Decker
and Bart Lauer will be heading up
concessions and Raiche said there
will be plenty of opportunities for
volunteers to get involved. He suggested those interested get in touch
with him, Hennen or any Laker.
“The more help we get the less
work it’s going to be for everyone,” he said.
But for now, the Lakers are getting accustomed to their big trophy
and a place in history.
“It really didn’t hit us until the
following day,” Raiche said.
“When everything was over, we
looked at pictures on Facebook and
videos and began to realize what
we had just done. Tuesday (Sept.
4) was a pretty emotional day for a
lot of guys, not only the players but
for guys who have been involved
with the Lakers for years. There
are guys like Dale Decker who was
a player and manager, and former
managers Keith Jerpseth, Joe Hofman and Gary Porter. It was Porter
who brought the Lakers back to
life in the 1970s. All of them
deserve credit for what they’ve
done over the years for the Lakers.
“This is so much bigger than
winning on Labor Day. It means a
lot to all of these guys, even
though they’re not on the team
anymore. It goes a lot deeper than
just one day.”
Raiche said that after the Lakers

defeated Dassel-Cokato in regional
play to advance to state, he had a
conversation with Schmidt that
foreshadowed the things to come.
“I told him ‘Now go out and
win yourself the MVP of the state
tourney,’” Raiche laughed. “But I
knew if we were going to win the
state tourney, it would come down
to our pitching. And he and Mitch
Wurm threw the heck out of the
ball.”
Raiche said he couldn’t point to
one reason for the Lakers’ success.
“We just have a really solid team
and we’re finally in the class we
belong in. We have a great group
of local kids and this is probably
the most talented team I’ve ever
been involved with. We’ve got hitting, pitching, speed and we needed it all during the tournament.”
Players in the game or the fans
watching likely have their own
favorite moments during the six
state tournament games. But it’s
hard to match the magic of watching that last out in the championship game.
“For me, it was with two outs in
the bottom of the ninth inning
against Fairmont,” Raiche said.
“We were one out away from the
state title and the whole crowd of
Maple Lake fans stood up, cheering. The hair on the back of my
neck stood up and it was hard to
keep my emotions in check after
that. There were lots of happy fans
and a lot of happy Lakers. It was
just fun to be a part of it.”
Maple Lake Laker State Championship t-shirts will be sold for
$15 each and will be available at
the Maple Lake Messenger office
at 218 Division Street in downtown Maple Lake next week.
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Christmas tree tips and tricks
Christmas trees are an iconic
symbol of the holiday season.
Whether they are personal trees
nestled in the corner of a living
room for families to enjoy or
towering evergreens serving as
the focal point of a town square,
Christmas trees are a wonder to
behold.
Many people have fond
memories of time spent around
the Christmas tree sharing gifts
and family traditions. Live trees
and their pine-like aroma can be
especially nostalgic trees to include in holiday plans. The National
Christmas
Tree
Association says that approximately 25 to 30 million real
Christmas trees are sold in the
United States every year. North
American trees hail from all 50
states and areas of Canada.
While freshly cut trees can be
particularly beautiful and aromatic additions to the season,
they require a bit more work than
artificial trees in order to remain
beautiful and thrive throughout
the holiday season. Maintenance

can help keep Christmas trees as
perfect as possible.
• Even though it is tempting
to buy a real tree as early as possible, their shelf life is limited
even with the best care. Dural
Christmas Tree Farm advises
that, under the best conditions, a
real tree should last up to four
weeks before drying out.
• Consider the needles when
looking for a real tree. Pull your
hand toward your body along the
branches. If many needles fall
off, the tree is past its peak.
• Think about the room in
which the tree will be located.
Leave at least 6 inches between
the tip of the tree and the ceiling,
accounting for the height of the
tree stand as well.
• If needle retention is a goal,
the Scotch pine variety has the
best needle retention and a high
survival rate, lending to its popularity, offers Precision Tree and
Landscape. Douglas fir and balsam fir are other durable trees.
• If possible, buy a freshly cut
tree from a reputable nursery or

tree farm, advises The Old
Farmer’s Almanac. Many precut trees sold elsewhere were
likely cut weeks before and may
not be fresh.
• Cut the bottom of the tree
trunk before bringing it home to
facilitate the uptake of fresh
water daily. Trees can absorb as
much as a gallon of water in a
day, so make sure the tree gets
fresh water every day.
• Keep trees away from as
many heat sources as possible
and away from direct sunlight to
prolong longevity.
• According to Karabin Farms
in Connecticut, to make a Christmas tree last longer, boil a gallon
of water and then dissolve one
cup of sugar in the water. Allow
to cool. After freshly cutting the
trunk, pour in the warm sugar
water. Continue to add fresh,
cool, plain water to the tree stand
afterward.
Once needles begin to fall off
with frequency, the tree is reaching its prime. Remove it so it
does not become a fire hazard.

Freshly cut Christmas trees are farmed specifically for the holiday season and support local economies. They also tend to last a bit longer than pre-cut trees available
elsewhere.
(Photo submitted)

Giving a little more this holiday season
Christmas trees are an iconic
symbol of the holiday season.
Whether they are personal trees nestled in the corner of a living room
for families to enjoy or towering
evergreens serving as the focal point
of a town square, Christmas trees

are a wonder to behold.
Many people have fond memories of time spent around the Christmas tree sharing gifts and family
traditions. Live trees and their pinelike aroma can be especially nostalgic trees to include in holiday plans.

IT’S TIME TO LIST AND SELL

Premier Listing Specialists For

The National Christmas Tree Association says that approximately 25
to 30 million real Christmas trees
are sold in the United States every
year. North American trees hail
from all 50 states and areas of
Canada.
While freshly cut trees can be
particularly beautiful and aromatic
additions to the season, they require
a bit more work than artificial trees
in order to remain beautiful and
thrive throughout the holiday sea-

Waterfront • Acreage • Hobby Farms • Residential

Call any of our agents for
proven results and ask
about our WOW factor service
Our group sold more than
$32 Million in 2018,
averaging two sales per week!
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763-442-5949

Patrick Splinter
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320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt
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651-235-3709

can absorb as much as a gallon of
water in a day, so make sure the tree
gets fresh water every day.
• Keep trees away from as many
heat sources as possible and away
from direct sunlight to prolong
longevity.
• According to Karabin Farms in
Connecticut, to make a Christmas
tree last longer, boil a gallon of
water and then dissolve one cup of
sugar in the water. Allow to cool.
After freshly cutting the trunk, pour
in the warm sugar water. Continue
to add fresh, cool, plain water to the
tree stand afterward.
Once needles begin to fall off
with frequency, the tree is reaching
its prime. Remove it so it does not
become a fire hazard.

CHRISTMAS TREES
Cut Your Own, or We Will!

ANNANDALE

Located on Main Street,
64 Oak Ave. S
www.edinarealty.com
Jim Splinter
Realtor®
320-980-0560

son. Maintenance can help keep
Christmas trees as perfect as possible.
• Even though it is tempting to
buy a real tree as early as possible,
their shelf life is limited even with
the best care. Dural Christmas Tree
Farm advises that, under the best
conditions, a real tree should last up
to four weeks before drying out.
• Consider the needles when
looking for a real tree. Pull your
hand toward your body along the
branches. If many needles fall off,
the tree is past its peak.
• Think about the room in which

the tree will be located. Leave at
least 6 inches between the tip of the
tree and the ceiling, accounting for
the height of the tree stand as well.
• If needle retention is a goal, the
Scotch pine variety has the best needle retention and a high survival
rate, lending to its popularity, offers
Precision Tree and Landscape.
Douglas fir and balsam fir are other
durable trees.
• If possible, buy a freshly cut
tree from a reputable nursery or tree
farm, advises The Old Farmer’s Almanac. Many pre-cut trees sold
elsewhere were likely cut weeks before and may not be fresh.
• Cut the bottom of the tree trunk
before bringing it home to facilitate
the uptake of fresh water daily. Trees

Serving Cider & Cookies

Many Varieties
of Trees: $26 & Up!

The generosity on display
during the holiday season
may not have an official
start date, but the first
Tuesday after Thanksgiving Day may be the unofficial beginning of the
giving season.
(Photo submitted)

We also have wreaths, garland & spruce tips!
CROW RIVER NURSERY
Located 5 mi. north of Howard Lake on Co. Rd. 6
(Crow River) or 2 mi. south of Co. Rd. 35. Watch for signs.

888-551-5630 • crowrivernursery.com
Open Fri., Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • November 22 - December 22

www.edinarealty.com
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Lake Region Co-op
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Cooking for a holiday crowd
ering is an after-dinner cocktail
party, hosts can get away with offering very little food. However,
hosts of holiday dinners have a lot
more food to prepare.
To get started, consider these
general guidelines, courtesy of Allrecipes.com and The Spruce, a
home living resource.
• Think about which foods you
plan to serve. Popular foods tend
to go more quickly than other
items, so serve more than the general portion guidelines suggest.
Shellfish appetizers, roasted or
mashed potatoes, wings, and slices
of rich meat are examples of popular fare.
• The more foods you offer, the
smaller the portion sizes can be.
But because guests will likely
want to try all the offerings, expect
the average person to consume
more food per individual when
several foods are offered.
• Most people will eat two to
three portions each of appetizers or

snacks. In fact, appetizers (for a
hungry crowd) may be consumed
in greater abundance than subsequent courses.
• Average portion sizes for each
guest include: 3 ounces of dips; 3
ounces of salad; 6 ounces of meat
or main entrée; 5 ounces of starch;
and 11⁄2 pieces of dessert. These
estimates can be used to calculate
how much food will be needed.
• Think about adding “safety”
items to the menu that can be
pulled out in a pinch and don’t require much prep work. These can
include cheese and crackers, extra
bread, nuts, olives, or pretzels.
Hosts who are overly concerned that guests may go overboard can tame portion sizes by
hiring servers who can oversee
buffet lines. Otherwise, serve
guests plated meals directly from
the kitchen, from which hosts can
dole out the right amount of food
to ensure everyone gets enough to
eat.

Holiday hosting in small spaces

A few helpful strategies can help space-starved hosts pull off a holiday soiree where
everyone is comfortable.
(Photo submitted)

BONUS BUCK
FEATURING:

Local Authors • MN Weatherguide Calendars
Lori Line Piano Music • Jingles, Jangles
and 1,000s of New & “gently” Used Best Sellers!

Seasons’ Holiday Open House:
Readings! Saturday, Dec. 7

BOOK BREAK,
B
B
ML

Maple Lake

New & Used Books • Music • Videos • WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY: 9-6 • SATURDAY: 9-4

63 Birch Ave. • Downtown Maple Lake
bookbreak20 gmail.com • 320-963-1918

Determining how much food to serve involves figuring out a few key items.
(Photo submitted)

Gatherings of family and
friends are a big part of the holiday
season. Hosting such gatherings
can be a great way to show loved
ones how much you appreciate
them, and hosting also saves hosts
the trouble of traveling during one
of the most hectic travel seasons of
the year.
When hosting a large crowd at
home, space can be a difficult hurdle to clear. However, a few helpful
strategies can help space-starved
hosts pull off a holiday soiree
where everyone is comfortable.
• Pare down the menu. Holiday
feasts don’t have to resemble medieval banquets with excessive
amounts of food and drink. Hosts
with small kitchens and tiny dining
quarters can pare down the menu,
limiting offerings to just a single
entree and a few simple side dishes,
so everyone feels comfortable at
the table and has ample room to
eat. A small menu also gives hosts
more time to spend with their loved
ones during the festivities.
• Don’t overdo it on drinks, either. When planning the drinks
menu, avoid offering cocktails,
which take time to prepare and
often require guests to visit the
kitchen for refrigerated ingredients.
Limit drinks to wine, beer, water,
and soft drinks, storing cold beverages in a cooler kept outside on a
front or back porch or in an area
outside the kitchen so cooks can
work without interruption.
• Move some furniture. If your
main living space is small, consider
moving some bulky furniture into

a bedroom or office where guests
won’t be spending time. Then
make better use of the open living
space by placing folding chairs or
other accommodations to ensure
there’s ample seating for everyone.
A single recliner can only be enjoyed by one person, but removing
it from a room may create enough
space for as many as three folding
chairs.
• Go small on decorations. If
you know you’ll be hosting in ad-

vance of the holiday season, decorate with guests in mind. That
might mean skipping a six-foot
Christmas tree in favor of one that
takes up less space. Avoid leaving
any fragile decorations out, as
adults or overexcited kids may
knock them over as they try to navigate a cramped space.
Holiday hosting can be fun,
even in small spaces. A few simple
tricks can make even the smallest
spaces accommodating.
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Decorations and shopping
draw much of the attention come
the holiday season, and rightfully
so. But many people’s fondest holiday memories occurred around
the dinner table during meals with
friends and family.
Holiday foods tend to be rich,
flavorful and time-consuming to
prepare. However, all the effort is
usually worth the satisfied smiles
on the faces of loved ones.
Planning holiday meals is challenging, and hosts often doubt if
they have enough food for everyone. No one wants guests to leave
feeling hungry, nor do they want to
have tons of leftovers, much of
which will inevitably end up in the
trash. Determining how much
food to serve involves figuring out
a few key items, including the mix
of guests (ratio of children, men
and women), the length of the occasion, the timing of the event, and
the type of meal one plans to serve.
For example, if the holiday gath-
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Buffalo’s Finest Assisted Living & Memory Care
A traditional assisted living and memory care facility designed to provide
assistance, security and every opportunity for a full, enriching life. We are committed
to serving the needs of seniors with excellence, compassion & innovation.
Whether you need assistance with tasks of daily living, or more specialized
memory care programs, you’ll ﬁnd it is provided by a team of compassionate,
dedicated, well-trained professionals.

Contact Jill Pingel
613 Montrose Blvd., Buffalo, MN 55313

763.684.4866

jill.pingel@cassialife.org
www.elimcare.org
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A well rounded technical shop that takes care of Networking Issues, answer
technical questions, or provide expert advise for anything you are attempting.

(320) 274-2265

• Computer and Phone Repair
• Data Recovery (phones, SD Cards, laptops)
• Convert digital media
• IT Support
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Saint Michael
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December 2019
Sunday
Sunday

Monday
Monday

1

Tuesday
Tuesday Wednesday
Wednesday Thursday
Thursday

2

3
• Silver Creek Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

8

9

16

23

Christmas in
Maple Lake
• Jingle Ball Dance, 7:30 p.m.

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

• Sons of the American
Legion, 8 p.m.
• Lions Club Meeting,
7 p.m. at The V by HH
• Legion Riders Meeting,
6:30 p.m. at Legion Club

• Hasty-Silver Creek
Sportsman’s Club
Meeting, 7 p.m.

17

7

6

5

11

• Maple Lake City
Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

22

Saturday
Saturday

• Maple Lake Chamber of
Commerce meeting at the
Madigans, 12 p.m.

10
• Chatham Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Late Start

15

4

Friday
Friday

19

18

• Wright Saddle Club
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion
Auxiliary, 7 p.m.

26
24
25
Christmas Break
• Wright County
Snowmobile Assoc.
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
Legion Club

29

30

31
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Enrichment
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320.963.3715
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Maple Lake • www.Bernatellos.com

• Family Medicine
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Services
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allinamedicalclinic.com

320-286-2123

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

320-274-3064 • countrychev.com

Supporting our Community for Over 40 Years!
For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County
Road 37 East, Maple Lake.
500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake

320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com
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Maple
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at Lake Central
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If your organization needs rafﬂe tickets,
please give us a call!
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REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
The Maple Lake

218 Division Street West • Maple Lake
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