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By Brenda Erdahl
In 1973 Roger and Karen

Millner started M&M Bus Serv-
ice in Annandale. Forty-seven
years later, the company has
evolved into a three-part, multi-
functional business that contin-
ues to be family run. 

M&M Express Sales and
Service 

M&M Express Sales and
Service is Central Minnesota’s
leader in outdoor power equip-
ment, with inventory ranging
from tractors and snow blowers,
to handheld mowers, leaf blow-
ers, chainsaws and other yard
care needs. What started with
one store in Maple Lake off Di-
vision Street West, has turned
into four locations that include
sites in Buffalo, Big Lake and
Brainerd. 

“We have different product
lines in different locations, so if
we don’t have what you’re look-
ing for here in Maple Lake, we
may carry it in one of our other
stores,” Scott Millner said. 

An authorized Mahindra,
Stihl, Husqvarna Power, Toro,
Echo, Cub Cadet® and Exmark
dealership, M&M Express Sales
and Service carries a large selec-
tion of new and pre-owned in-
ventory at its four stores for
both commercial and personal
use. 

A popular item that’s been
flying off the shelves recently
are battery powered, hand-held
equipment. Major brands like
Echo, Stihl and Husqvarna are
producing quality chainsaws,
trimmers, blowers and lawn-
mowers that don’t require gas or
carburetors, making them easier
to use and reducing mechanical
issues.

Echo, Stihl and Husqvarna
use lithium battery technology
in its hand-held products, which
equates to higher power that
will continue to run after more
charging cycles. All three com-
panies also have a large line of

equipment that use the same
battery, so once you have a
charging system, it can be used
with any of their hand-held
products. 

Battery technology has come
a long way, Sales Manager Kurt
Jonas said. They are not just for
the occasional user anymore.
Professionals use this equip-
ment for the same reasons
homeowners use them - they
don’t have the mess or smell of
gas and oil and they are quieter.

“Batteries are lasting longer
than ever before and we’re sell-
ing more and more battery-op-
erated equipment every year,”
Jonas said. 

The next big breakthrough in
yard maintenance is going to be
robotic lawnmowers, Jonas pre-
dicted. M&M already sells
these, and they are growing in
popularity as companies make
more and more advancements.
Husqvarna currently leads the
way with a lawnmower they call
the Automower. Like robotic
vacuum cleaners, they run con-
tinually keeping your lawn a
consistent length. When they
need charging, they return to
their port then go back to work. 

“Companies claim they are

better for your yard because
they are constantly cutting the
weeds down, never allowing
them to grow or create seeds
which means you don’t have to
spray,” Jonas said. Stihl also has
a robotic mower they call
iMOW, but so far only Husq-
varna has technology that al-
lows the owner to control the
robot through an app on their
phone. Husqvarna also has a
new model that is equipped with
4-wheel drive that allows the
Automower to navigate up to
35-degree hills. 

With the lithium battery ad-
vancements these robot mowers
are becoming more affordable
than ever; they cost about as
much as a good zero-turn
mower, Jonas said. 

At M&M Express, all sales
are backed by a professional
service and parts department for
customers’ ongoing mainte-
nance and customization needs.

M&M Express Sales and
Service is conveniently located
at 530 Division Street West in
Maple Lake; 600 Hwy 55 East
in Buffalo; 580 Humboldt Drive
in Big Lake and 13380 Hwy 25
in Brainerd.Visit www.mmex-
presssales.com to find a list of
all the brands the four stores
carry. M&M Express Sales and
Service also offers pick-up and
delivery and curb-side pick-up
at the store.

M&M Express Lube and
Car Care Center

M&M Express Lube and Car
Care Center on Division Street
West in Maple Lake is more
than just a quick lube. M&M
technicians offer bumper-to-
bumper service on any vehicle
including RVs and utility trail-
ers. They offer free diagnostics
and a shuttle service as well.

“We will pick up vehicles all
over town at any commercial
address or business for service.
We don’t have loner cars, but
we will bring people home,”
Millner said. 

“We just do what we can to

provide good service,” office
manager Darcy Bichler added.
“With the Maple Manor so close
we help a lot of elderly cus-
tomers who don’t have anybody
else. We pick up vehicles, jump
their vehicles, help however we
can.” 

The crew at M&M also have
strict ethics on charging for di-
agnostics. 

“We do not charge for a diag-
nostic scan,” Bichler said.
“Some businesses you walk in
the door and you are being
charged to scan a vehicle. We
choose not to.” 

Tires
Spring is an important time

to have your tires checked by
professionals like the techni-
cians at M&M, Millner said.
Seasonal changes can be hard
on tires and there are a lot of
people driving on the roads who
don’t realize they need a re-
placement. Even if a tire looks
good on the outside shoulder,
the inside tread can be com-
pletely worn away, and you
can’t see the inside until you get
under the car, Millner said. 

M&M offers free tire inspec-
tions to its customers and if you
come in on April 15 you can
take advantage of their tire sale
that takes place until May 15.
M&M is also offering an all-
wheel alignment for $49.95 that
includes a full inspection of the
undercarriage. 

“We see some tire/vehicle
combinations reach more than
70,000 miles.  You are doing re-
ally well in Minnesota if you hit
70,000 on a set, while most peo-
ple are somewhere between
35,000 to 50,000 miles when
needing their tires replaced,”
Millner said.

Once you buy a set of tires
from M&M they become a part-
ner with you in their upkeep.
That partnership includes a life-
time of free rotations and help
making sure your tires remain
up to industry standards. 

M&M offers a wide variety
of tires to choose from and they
are all quality tires the folks at
M&M would put on their own
cars. 

Batteries
M&M not only sells batter-

ies, technicians will evaluate the
charging system and the battery
condition. 

“We are the most qualified in
town to evaluate those condi-
tions and to sell batteries,” Mill-

ner said. 
Fast Lube
The fast lube part of the busi-

ness is fast and efficient. No ap-
pointment is necessary, Bichler
said. We work on a first come,
first serve basis. Typically, the
wait is not long, she said. If cus-
tomers choose, they can sign up
for an e-mail reminder when
they need to have their oil
changed again. The automated
system keeps track of recom-
mended maintenance schedules
and lets customers know when
their vehicle is due. 

As with the tires, if you
choose M&M for your fast lube
services they become a partner
in your vehicle’s care, and they
will do all they can to make sure
your vehicle is being serviced as
it should be, Millner said. 

“When I first started there
were three different choices of
oil, now it’s up to a dozen. There
are so many different specs and
grades and it changes year to
year. We make sure your vehicle
is serviced with the oil it needs,”
Millner said. 

In addition, M&M’s 20-point
inspection process assess tires,
brakes, air filters, wiper blades
and lights before you get a fix-
it-ticket. If technicians see
something that might be a prob-
lem in the future, they alert you
to it. 

Fleet Services 
M&M Express Lube and Car

Care Center also offers fleet
services, which means they will
manage the service and mainte-
nance on a company’s fleet of
vehicles, including record keep-
ing. 

For more information call
320-963-2060 or visit
www.mmexpresssales.com.

M&M Bus Service Inc. 
M&M Bus Service Inc. is

where it all started. In 2000, the

Millners expanded to Maple
Lake, taking over duties that
previously belonged to Mooney
Bus Co. The No. 1 priority of
M&M Bus Service is safety.
The students they transport are
their No. 1 concern in all aspects
of the business, from hiring
drivers to planning school bus
routes. 

The company has received
numerous awards over the years
for their dedication and is a
leader in the industry. The com-
pany headquarters in Annandale
is also the corporate office of the
Minnesota School Bus Opera-
tors Association. The MSBOA
is responsible for organizing and
hosting bi-annual seminars and
conferences for operators where
safety is always a major focus. 

Hundreds of operators from
around the state attend these
conferences to share their expe-
riences, improve their training
and learn the newest strategies
on school bus safety. 

The MSBOA is also respon-
sible for industry changes at the
state level. They work with lob-
byists to improve laws to best
benefit the students they trans-
fer. Because of the MSBOA, as
of 2010, all buses must be man-
ufactured with a drop-arm
crossing gate. The organization
also played a role in raising
fines for stop arm violations. 

M&M employs 19 drivers
who deliver more than 600 stu-
dents to school and home again
in the Maple Lake School Dis-
trict. Every year the drivers are
honored on Bus Driver Appreci-
ation Day in February, but most
will say its not for recognition
that they do their jobs every day,
it’s the kids, who to many, be-
come like their own. 

For information on becoming
part of the M&M Bus Service
team call 320-274-8313. 

M&M: where quality, service and safety are No. 1

M&M Express Sales and Service has a large selection of

yard equipment that run on lithium battery technology. 

M&M Express Sales and Service and M&M Express Lube

and Car Care Center are located on Division Street West

in Maple Lake. 
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Above, Rusty balances a tire at M&M Express Lube and

Car Care Center in Maple Lake.  The shop will hold a tire

sale April 15 to May 15. (By Brenda Erdahl)



Renovating a home to im-
prove its value can be a smart in-
vestment. Interior
improvements, such as updating
kitchens and baths, offer good
return on investment, but there
are plenty of exterior renovations
that can add value to a home and
give it that coveted “wow” fac-
tor.

Landscaping
Abundant and well-planned

landscaping can instantly boost
curb appeal. According to the
landscaping company Lawn
Starter, 71 percent of prospective
home buyers say a home’s curb
appeal is an important factor in

their buying decisions. As buyers
use the internet to look for their
dream homes, there’s no denying
a beautifully landscaped, nicely
photographed property can en-
tice buyers to click and read
more about a house.

Address insects and minor
repairs

Improving home value may
come down to fixing areas of the
home that can negatively affect
its appeal to buyers. Hire an in-
spector to look at key compo-
nents of the house and
recommend what needs to be
fixed. This way it is discovered
before home buyers come in and
do their own inspections. Ter-
mite infestations, deteriorating
roofs and hidden water leaks are
some things that might need fix-
ing. 

Improve the entryway
The front door is the focal

point of a home’s exterior. Invest
in a new door or paint it a strik-
ing color to add appeal.  Remod-
eling magazine’s “Cost vs. Value
Report 2019” indicates changing
an entry door to a steel replace-
ment can offer 74.9 percent ROI.
Such a door provides visual ap-
peal and added security — things
buyers look for. In addition to the
front door, make sure that the en-
tryway has a level walkway,
steps that are in good repair, ac-
cents that are free from rust or
tarnish, and decorative plants.

Outdoor lighting
Outdoor lighting can add to

the ambiance of a property and
serve as a security feature. Uti-
lize different lights, such as a
bright light by the entry, uplight-
ing in trees and shrubs for drama,
a light-lined path to the door to
improve visibility, and motion-
detection lights to improve the
security of the property.

Repaint (or reside) the exte-
rior

A fresh coat of paint or new
(or cleaned) siding can instantly
give homes a facelift. Neutral,
warm and inviting colors tend to
have the widest appeal. Adding
manufactured stone veneer to the
home can offer a 94.9 percent
ROI, says Remodeling. And after
doing the front door and siding,
investing in a garage door re-

placement offers the highest ROI
of all exterior projects listed on
the “Cost vs. Value Report
2019.” This improvement returns
97.5 percent when selling.

Knowing which improve-
ments add value to a home can
help homeowners tailor their ef-
forts to those that are most finan-
cially beneficial.
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Exterior renovations that can improve home value

Email us at treasurer@maplelakechamber.com
or call Kathy Hennen at 320-963-3612.

“We Tower Over The Competition”

www.sprayfoamis.com • 7491 Country Road 37 • Maple Lake
www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems

Give John a call at 
(763) 250-3619 for a FREE Estimate!

Big or Small we do it all!
Give John a call at 

(763) 250-3619 for a FREE Estimate!

Big or Small we do it all!

––– Full Service –––
Insulation Company
––– Full Service –––

Insulation Company
New Construction & Remodels

FOUNDATION WATERPROOFINGFOUNDATION WATERPROOFING

Garage Doors 
Electric Openers 
Sales & Service 

HEGLE Door Sales, Inc.
375 Spruce Avenue North • Maple Lake

Tim & Lorie HegleTim & Lorie Hegle
320-963-3934 320-963-3934 800-273-4699 800-273-4699 

Office: (763) 682-1591 • Toll Free: (888) 682-1591
www.thomesinsurance.com

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Farm

Thomes 
Insurance Group

PROVIDING PEACE OF MIND IN
THE WRIGHT COUNTY AREA FOR OVER 75 YEARS!

PROVIDING PEACE OF MIND IN
THE WRIGHT COUNTY AREA FOR OVER 80 YEARS!85 YEARS!

320-963-8677 • Maple Lake
Call for your FREE in-home estimates!

Exceptional Quality,  Exceptional Value,  Exceptional Craftsmanship

Fabricators 
of Natural Stone 
and Quartz Tops 

for kitchens, 
baths, bars, 

fireplaces, etc.

www.northstargranitetops.com

  WHAT YOU’VE ALWAYS
ENVISIONED IS NOW WITHIN VIEW.

    

    ©2020 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co   ., LLC. All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Lummber and Cedar Co., LLC.

    Whether you are building   g, remodeling, or replacing your window or 

  doo  ors, we are your local   Marvin expert. Contact us to  oday to learn more.

320-963-3612
www.maplelakelumber.com   •  email:  mllbr@maplelakelumber.com

120 Oak Ave South  • Maple Lake, MN 55358

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Proud to serve our community – Your headquarters for local resources

Your expiration date is on
your address label…

renew before it expires!

Subscribers:
don’t forget to

renew your 
subscription!

We are here for you!

We are committed to keeping our
employees and our customers
safe. Visit our website for what
you can expect if you need us to come to your house.



Water can be a homeowner’s
worst nightmare. Few things have the
potential to damage a home as much
as water. From leaks to flooding to
moisture problems like mold, water
can wreak havoc on a home. 

Basements or crawl spaces are
areas of a home where water can do
the most damage. Basements and
crawl spaces tend to be the lowest-
lying spots in a home, and therefore
prime spots for water to enter. Water
problems in these areas can con-
tribute to the demise of the structural
integrity of the foundation. 

According to Olshan, a founda-
tion solutions company, water can
enter homes in numerous ways.
Many building materials, including
concrete, that seem solid at first
glance actually are quite porous. As
ground water collects around these
materials, the weight of the accumu-

lated water, called hydrostatic pres-
sure, can weaken the materials, caus-
ing cracks where water can seep
through. Water also can enter subter-
ranean spaces through basement
windows and gaps between footings
and concrete slabs, or push up
through foundation floors when
homes are in areas with high water
tables.

Remedying water issues in a
home generally breaks down into
two methodologies: exterior water-
proofing and interior waterproofing.
Depending on the cause and severity
of the water issue, one or the other, or
even both, may be recommended.

Exterior waterproofing
Exterior waterproofing aims to

keep water away from and out of the
home. The home improvement infor-
mation resource DoItYourself.com
says that exterior waterproofing gen-

erally includes the application of a
waterproofing agent to the concrete
foundation. In addition, exterior wa-
terproofing also could include exca-
vation so a drainage system can be
installed around the entire footing of
the home. Regrading a property and
properly relocating gutters and down-
spouts can help with many water is-
sues.

Interior waterproofing

When water in a basement or
crawl space needs to be remediated
indoors, a system to collect, drain and
remove water may be necessary. This
can include sump pumps, drains,
gravity discharge systems, and more.
Moisture barriers, which can include
special paints or products applied to
the foundation walls and floor, also
can help keep water from entering the
space.

Moisture solutions
Keeping water out is only one

part of the equation. Homeowners
also need to manage moisture, like
excessive humidity. A marriage of
HVAC and waterproofing techniques
may be necessary to improve air flow
and remove humidity in the air.

While many homeowners have
attempted to address water issues on
their own, many times it is a job best

left to the professionals. Because
water penetration can have multifac-
eted causes, a professional can best
assess the situation and create solu-
tions that fit with homeowners’ budg-
ets and needs. The review and advice
site Angie’s List suggests finding at
least three waterproofing companies
that offer both interior and exterior
waterproofing services that can pro-
vide the best ideas for fixing the issue.
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Tips for waterproofing a basement or crawl space

TECHMATEMN.COM

Computers • Phones • Tablets • Servers • Applications

A well rounded technical shop that takes care of Networking Issues, answer

technical questions, or  provide expert advise for anything you are attempting.

• Computer and Phone Repair                                        • Create videos for graduation

• Data Recovery (phones,  SD Cards, laptops)            • Web Services

• Convert digital media                                                     • Virus & Spyware Removal

• IT Support                                                                          • Repairs & Upgrades

NO Appointment Needed 
NO Purchase Required

YOUR  TECHNICAL  RESOURCE

763-276-1303

Saint Michael
400 Central Ave E, 

St. Michael, MN 55376
763.515.3454

Mon - Sat 9am to 7pm 

Buffalo
201 5th St. NE, Ste. #2

Buffalo, MN 55313
763.276.1303

Mon - Sat 9am to 7pm

Monticello
617 Locust Street

Monticello, MN  55362
763.272.1430

Mon - Sat 9am to 7pm 

Maple Lake
WINE & SPIRITS

www.mlwine-spirits.com

EARN REWARD POINTS WITH EVERY PURCHASE
*GOOD FOR INSTORE GIFT CARDS

SENIOR CITIZEN DAY Every Monday!
Receive 10% Off!

HOURS:  Mon-Wed 9am - 9pm
Thu- Sat 9am - 10pm • Sun.11am - 4pm  

Next to Cenex – 320.963.3715
901 State Hwy. 55 E. Maple Lake 

(Must be 60 Years or Older)

REWARDS PROGRAM

SSiiggnn  uupp  TTooddaayy!! aanndd  jjooiinn

MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

Thank you 
for your
service!

Receive 
10% Off!

REWARD POINTS

Monthly 
Specials!

LOOK 
FOR OUR 

and SAMPLINGS throughout the year!
Today!

Join our 

GREAT DISCOUNTS 

www.maplelakelumber.com
120 Oak Ave. So. Maple Lake 55358

Watch your 
ideas come 
to life!

NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL 
Come in and see us for all your building needs

Come 
Visit OurShowroom!

Don’t Miss Our 10 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

Saturday,  
August 15th, 2020

ANNIVERSARY

August 15th, 2020

A MaPLE LAKE ORIGINAL EVENT

GATHERING GEAR-Heads for 10 years!
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www.sprayfoamis.com • 7491 Country Road 37 • Maple Lake • www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems

Big or Small we do it all!

Give John a call at   763-250-3619 for a FREE Estimate!
Big or Small we do it all!

“We Tower Over The Competition”

New Construction & Remodels • Full Service Insulation Company

FOUNDATION WATERPROOFINGFOUNDATION WATERPROOFING

A Setting of Choice
A Tradition of Excellence

Buffalo’s Finest Assisted Living & Memory Care

Contact Jill Pingel
613 Montrose Blvd., Buffalo, MN  55313

763.684.4866 

A traditional assisted living and memory care facility designed to provide 
assistance, security and every opportunity for a full, enriching life. We are committed
to serving the needs of seniors with excellence, compassion & innovation.

Whether you need assistance with tasks of daily living, or more specialized
memory care programs, you’ll find it is provided by a team of compassionate,
dedicated, well-trained professionals.

www.elimcare .orgwww.starbank.net       Star Bank MN 

(320) 274-2265

(320) 963-3161

Member FDIC
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1614 15

3

• Sons of the American 
Legion, 8 p.m.
• Lions Club Meeting,
7 p.m. at The V by HH
• Legion Riders Meeting,
6:30 p.m. at Legion Club

• Chatham Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Late Start

• Wright Saddle Club
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion 
Auxiliary, 7 p.m.
• Book Club, 11:00 at Irish
Blessings Coffee House 
• ML Library book switch
at Maple Manor 

25

6

• Hasty-Silver Creek
Sportsman’s Club 
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Chamber of
Commerce meeting, 12
p.m.

26

• Maple Lake City 
Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township 
Meeting, 7 p.m. 
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

18

19

2

• Silver Creek Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

5

29

13

302827

1

20

• Early Bird Hours at ML
Library, 10 a.m. - noon

• Early Bird Hours at ML
Library, 10 a.m. - noon

• Early Bird Hours at ML
Library, 10 a.m. - noon

• ML Library Youth Game
Day, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

4

17

11

22

• Wright County 
Snowmobile Assoc. 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 
Legion Club

21 23 24

• Early Bird Hours at ML
Library, 10 a.m. - noon

• ML Library Adult Game
Day, noon - 3 p.m.

• Books for Bucks pro-
gram begins at the ML Li-
brary

All events posted to
this calendar may be
affected by COVID-

19. Please check
with these events by

calling or visiting
their website.

10

12

• Post Prom Party

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

The Maple LakeThe Maple Lake

• Lifelong Learning •

320-963-5991 • www.annml.com

• School Age 
Childcare

• Preschool

• Youth/Adult  
Enrichment 
& Recreation

• Early Childhood

• ABE/GED 840 East Elm Street • Annandale
320-274-3064 • countrychev.com

Bernatello’s Foods... 

A total  commitment 

to quality!

Proudly

employs over

225 people!

Maple Lake • www.Bernatellos.com

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

Supporting our Community for Over 40 Years!

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

310 Congress Street West
Maple Lake • (320) 963-3200

AMERICAN
Mini Storage, LLC

Planning a gathering?
We rent tables and chairs!
Moving Boxes & Storage Supplies For Sale

Maple Lake & Annandale Locations

320-274-SHED (7433)
www.aministorage.biz

308 West Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake
320-963-6677

Service “The 
Old-Fashioned Way”

Award Winning Smoked Meats
USDA Choice Meats

Fresh & Hot Deli
Wild Game Processing

Monday: 10-5 • Tuesday-Friday: 9-6
Saturday: 8-4 • Sunday: CLOSED

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

RAFFLE TICKETS
If your organization needs raffle tickets, 

please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.

REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
218 Division Street West • Maple Lake

320.963.3813
www.mapleakemessenger.com

The Maple Lake

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

.dez.
(763) 684
www .comCAA

4-3965 
zielHV m

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

Advertise Your
Business Here!
Call (320) 963-3813 
to be a sponsor on next 

month’s calendar.
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