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Maple Lake Lumber: Where each and every
client is appreciated
By Brenda Erdahl
Maple Lake Lumber Co.
has loyally served the community of Maple Lake for more
than 55 years and it’s their
dedicated,
knowledgeable
staff and loyal customers that
have made it possible.
“A small-town business
like us wouldn’t be around
without our loyal customers,
contractors and employees.
Thank you,” said Brad Hennen.
Located at 120 Oak Ave.
South in Maple Lake, Maple
Lake Lumber salesmen have
more than 150 years of combined experience to offer new
and repeat clients. Likewise,
many of the contractors Maple
Lake Lumber works with have
been with the company for
more than two decades.
Customers return time and
again for specialized construction knowledge, quality products and competitive prices.
Construction specialists
When you visit Maple
Lake Lumber you have the
choice of one of seven construction specialists who will
help you plan, design and estimate the cost of your project.
Daryl Hennen has been
around the longest with 58
years under his belt and no
one knows the business better.
Next to Hennen when it
comes to experience is Tom
Neu. He joined Maple Lake
Lumber 30 years ago and has
built a solid reputation for
himself.
Scott Carriveau has been
with the lumber yard 28 years
and Jeff Reilley 27 years.
Reilley specializes in window
repair besides being a sales-

man. If someone has a problem with their window or
patio door, or needs parts, he
can order and explain how to
install and remedy the problem.
Brad Hennen started building pole sheds for the lumber
company in 1999 and now is
the store’s post frame building
specialist.
Ed Vinkemeyer joined the
crew in 2001 and the newest
salesman, Chad Shoberg in
2018.
“You know you are doing
something right when your
employees are staying for so
long,” Kathy Hennen said.
In addition to salesmen,
Mike Lauer, Pete Piram and
Travis Erger man the front
counter and are often the first
people customers see when
they walk in the door. Lauer
has been with Maple Lake
Lumber since 1971 and is also
in charge of receiving inventory. Erger is in charge of inventory and takes customers
orders.
A couple more men loading
and unloading inventory and
several experienced drivers
make up the lumber yard’s 20member staff.
If anyone is interested in
joining the Maple Lake Lumber family, they currently have
a full time opening for a truck
driver and an outside laborer
to load and unload trucks with
a forklift. Kathy Hennen said
she is also looking for someone who has accounting and
human resources knowledge
to help in the office. Those
hours can be flexible. If interested, stop by the lumber yard
and fill out an application.
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What they do
Maple Lake Lumber supplies materials for big and
small projects, for do-it-yourself types or as packages that
include contractor services.
Maple Lake Lumber works
with some of the best contractors around.
“Some of our contractors
have been with us for years. A
few have been with us since
we bought the business,”
Kathy said.
On their website maplelakelumber.com customers
can look at a variety of building products including doors,
windows, moldings, stair
parts, decking, siding and
hardware. If you are more of a
hands-on shopper, visit their
showroom at their main building at 120 Oak Ave. South in
Maple Lake to get a better
look and feel.
Showroom
The showroom offers a
peek at what your future home
could look like with different
selections of interior and exterior siding with shiplap finishes, roofing, windows, patio
doors, exterior doors, interior
doors, moldings and decking.
The deck display itself is composed of several different
types of decking material and
railing styles, including round
spindle, square posts, aluminum and composite, so customers can see what each
material looks like on an ac-

Pictured above is the Maple Lake Lumber team. They are, front row, from left, Jeff
Reilley, Tom Klatt, Tom Neu, Evan Hennen, Brad Hennen, Kathy Hennen, Daryl Hennen, Ed Vinkemeier, Mike Lauer. Back row, from left, Gene Mayer, Pete Piram, Brian
Barlow, Chad Strand, Tim Olson, Chad Shoberg, Ben Reilley. Not pictured are Scott
(Photo by Brenda Erdahl)
Carriveau, Travis Erger, Al Huikko, Steve Loch.
tual deck.
“They can come here and
see exactly what they will be
getting. Customers can crank
out the windows, walk
through the doors or compare
boards and trim in pine,
maple, oak, and poplar and decide which one they like best.
Sometimes it comes down to
favoring how the grain looks
in one piece of wood over another.”
Maple Lake Lumber’s experienced salesmen are always
on hand with their specialized
construction knowledge waiting to answer questions and
offer advice. At the same time,
the lumber yard’s prices are
competitive and the materials
they sell are all high quality.
Overstock discounts
Maple Lake Lumber has a
selection of overstock items
that they are willing to sell at
discounted prices. The items,
especially windows and doors,
come from projects where the

customer changed their mind,
or the item was ordered in the
wrong wood, color or size.
These items are put into overstock and sold at a reduced
price.
“If you’re looking to replace a window or door at a
bargain price, come in and ask
and a salesperson can show
you what we have,” Kathy encouraged.
“We are hoping to post
overstock items on the company’s Facebook site.”
Building is back
“The building industry has
definitely picked up again and
that feels good,” Kathy said.
Maple Lake Lumber serves
customers all over the state of
Minnesota. Many of their jobs
are through word-of-mouth referrals. Others are locals who
are looking to build an “upnorth” get-away. It’s all because of Maple Lake
Lumber’s stellar reputation.
A distinguished past

Kathy and Daryl have
owned Maple Lake Lumber
since 1992. In 1995 they
added 8,300 additional square
feet to the lumber yard’s main
building. In 2005 they added
the showroom. Today the lumber yard has 15 buildings,
most of them on the south side
of the railroad tracks in Maple
Lake. Twenty employees help
to keep the business running
and customers satisfied, and
many of them are also dedicated community members
serving on Maple Lake’s Volunteer Fire Department. For
more information on Maple
Lake Lumber Co.’s products
and services, stop in, give
them a call at 320-963-3612,
visit them on-line at Maplelakelumber.com, or like them
on Facebook to get current
sales or information. Store
hours are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8
a.m. until 12 p.m. on Saturdays.

Maple Lake Lumber supplies materials for big and small projects and works with some of the best contractors around. Above, left, Helmbrecht Builders is responsible
for the transformation of this garage. At center, this remodel was done by Hoffman Construction. At right, Helmbrecht is responsible for this improvement.
(Photos submitted)
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The history of America’s Independence Day
Few summertime holidays elicit as much excitement as the Fourth of July, also known
as Independence Day in the United States. Each year, family, friends and revelers anticipate the arrival of the holiday so they can host barbecues, enjoy the sun, listen to their
favorite summertime tunes, and commemorate the freedoms afforded by the monumental
events that led to the holiday’s establishment.
Independence Day became a federal holiday in 1941, but July 4th has stood as the
birth of American independence for much longer. July 4th marks a pivotal moment in
the American Revolution. According to PBS, the colonies were forced to pay taxes to
England’s King George III despite having no representation in the British Parliament.
“Taxation without representation” became a battle cry and was one of several grievances
colonists had with Great Britain.
Conflict between the colonies had been going on for at least a year before the colonies
convened a Continental Congress in Philadelphia in June of 1776, says Military.com.
On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence from England.
Two days later, on July 4, 1776, delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration
of Independence.
The Declaration of Independence is an historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson was considered the strongest and most eloquent writer of the declaration
writing committee charged with putting the colonies’ sentiments into words. Richard
Henry Lee of Virginia was one of the first people to present a resolution for American
independence, and his commentary was the impetus for the formal Declaration of Independence. A total of 86 changes were made to Jefferson’s original draft until the final
version was adopted. The signing of the document helped to solidify independence, and
eventually lead to the formation of the United States of America.
A total of 56 delegates signed the document. Although John Hancock’s signature is
the largest, it did not hold more weight than the other signatures. Rather, rumor has it,
Hancock signed it so large so that the “fat, old King could read it without his spectacles.”
However, the National Archives says it was also customary that, since Hancock was the
president of the Continental Congress, he be the first person to sign the document centered below the text.
The Pennsylvania Evening Post was the first newspaper to print the Declaration of
Independence on July 6, 1776. The first public readings of the Declaration were held in
Philadelphia’s Independence Square on July 8, 1776.

Independence Day became a federal holiday in 1941, but July 4th has stood as the
birth of American independence for much longer.
(Photo submitted)

A digital detox can help maintain a healthy balance
“Cleanse” diets are designed to help people clear their
bodies of foods that might have an adverse effect on their
health. Many people find such diets effective, prompting
others to wonder if a digital cleanse, particularly while on
vacation, might produce equally beneficial results.
Advances in technology make it possible for people to
essentially be on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Free Wi-Fi is available at restaurants, rest stops and hotels
and beckoning people to stay connected. In fact, according
to information from Hotels.com, free hotel Wi-Fi has become the most sought after amenity at resorts and places
to stay. But is there a price to pay by remaining so available to work and other outside influences while traveling
for recreation?

Save the phone for fun selfies on vacation rather than
for keeping connected on stresses from back home.

Studies have shown that unplugging while on vacation
— or at other times — can boost meaningful conversations
and more. The study, “Can you connect with me now?
How the presence of mobile communication technology
influences face-to-face conversation quality,” indicates devices can negatively impact closeness, connection and conversation quality, essentially interfering with human
relationships.

Phones and other digital devices also force people to
multitask. Evidence suggests that multitasking isn’t all it’s
cracked up to be, leading to preventable errors and actually
delaying the completion of tasks. A 2010 study from researchers in France found that the human brain can handle
two complicated tasks relatively easily because it has two
lobes that can divide responsibility equally between the
two. Add a third task, however, and it can overwhelm the
frontal cortex and increase mistakes. Trying to multitask
on vacation can lead to stressful feelings and not being
fully immersed in the experience.
Being connected while on vacation may leave a person
dealing with stresses they normally would avoid until returning home. A study published in the journal Applied Research in Quality of Life indicates that stress accrued on
vacation can cause people to feel like they had lower energy at work after returning from a relaxing vacation.
Taking a step back from their phones, tablets and laptops while vacationing can help people make the most of
their getaways. Such a break can promote mindfulness, encourage people to try new things and lead to more meaningful conversations with travel companions.

(Photo submitted)

wer Over The Competition”
o
T
e
“W

––– Full Service –––
Insulation Company
N ew Construction & Remodels
FOUNDATION WATERPROOFING

(320) 274-2265
(320) 963-3161

Big or Small we do it all!

Give
John
a at
call at
Give
John
a call
(763)250-3619
250-3619
a FREE
Estimate!
(763)
forfor
a FREE
Estimate!

Member FDIC

www.starbank.net

Star Bank MN

www.sprayfoamis.com • 7491 Country Road 37 • Maple Lake
www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems

A Setting of Choice
A Tradition of Excellence

Buffalo’s Finest Assisted Living & Memory Care

RAFFLE TICKETS

If your organization needs rafﬂe tickets,
please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.
REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
The Maple Lake

A traditional assisted living and memory care facility designed to provide
assistance, security and every opportunity for a full, enriching life. We are committed
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Safety first when considering fireworks
Days at the beach. Family trips to the ice cream parlor. Vacations. These are just a few of
the things that evoke the spirit of summer, a time of year when school is out and everyone
seems to exhale a little and enjoy the warm weather.
Awe-inspiring fireworks displays also come to mind when imagining summer. Whether
it’s the Fourth of July or town gatherings along a local waterfront, fireworks displays are a
big part of many people’s summers. Unfortunately, the potential for accidents and injuries is
high when fireworks are involved, particularly when displays aren’t left to the professionals.
The Consumer Product Safety Commission notes that, on average, 280 people per day
visit emergency rooms with fireworks-related injuries in the month around the July 4th holiday. More than 53 percent of fireworks-related injuries in 2017 were burns.
Fireworks are always best left to the professionals, and many communities have criminalized the use of fireworks by amateurs. But many people still light fireworks, and those
that do should follow these safety precautions.

Here are some safety tips to use when handling fireworks:
• Never let kids handle fireworks. Fireworks, even sparklers, should never be given to children. The
National SAFE KIDS campaign notes that sparklers burn at 2,000 F, which is hot enough to cause
third-degree burns. So while they might seem like harmless symbols of summer, sparklers pose a
significant threat to youngsters.
• Follow directions. Fireworks come with detailed directions for a reason, and that’s to keep users
safe. Strictly adhere to these directions and go over them with anyone who intends to light fireworks.
• Never use fireworks indoors. Fireworks are for outdoor use only. If it rains, do not try to light fireworks indoors and then throw them outside before they go off.
• Make sure spectators keep a safe distance. Do not light fireworks until all spectators are out of
range should something go awry.
• Recognize that fireworks are not toys. They might be a marvel, but fireworks are not toys. As a result, they should never be aimed or thrown at another person, nor should they be lit or launched
from a body part.
• Do not attempt to reignite malfunctioning fireworks. Attempting to reignite malfunctioning fireworks
can lead to serious injury.
• Light fireworks on smooth, flat surfaces. When lighting fireworks, do so only on smooth, flat surfaces, making sure to direct them away from people, homes, dry leaves, and flammable materials.
Fireworks are best left to the professionals. Consumers who insist on lighting their own should only
do so with the utmost caution.

Many people still light fireworks, and those that do should follow these safety precautions.
(Photo submitted)

How to be safe in the sun this summer
A relaxing day outdoors soaking up some of the sun’s rays
is how many people prefer to spend their free time when the
weather allows. While the very vision of a warm summer afternoon spent outdoors can invoke positive feelings, it’s im-

portant that people take protective measures before going outside and continue to do so while they’re out there.
According to the American Cancer Society, most skin cancers are the result of exposure to ultraviolet rays in sunlight.

Protection from UV rays:
The ACS notes that there are no safe UV rays, so it’s imperative that people take UV
protection seriously. The following are some of the many ways to protect yourself
while still enjoying sunny days outdoors.
• Go out at the right times of day. The ACS notes that UV rays are at their strongest in the middle of the day
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., so staying inside during these hours can protect your skin. This is
especially important in the spring and summer, as the ACS says UV rays are stronger during these seasons
than other times of year.
• Employ the shadow test when going outside. It may not seem especially scientific, but the shadow test is
a simple way for anyone to gauge how strong UV rays from the sun are at any given moment. According to
the ACS, if your shadow is shorter than you, that means the sun’s rays are at their strongest. This simple test
can help people immediately determine how strong the sun’s rays are, compelling them to be extra cautious
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UV rays are a type of radiation that do not have enough energy
to penetrate deeply into the body. As a result, they primarily
affect the skin. Overexposure to these rays can lead to skin cancer.

if necessary.
• Apply sunscreen early and reapply often. The ACS recommends using sunscreens with broad spectrum
protection that protect the skin from both UVA and UVB rays, and applying them before leaving the house
and reapplying often while outdoors. When choosing a sunscreen, choose one with a minimum sun protection factor, or SPF, of 30. Understanding SPF can help people recognize the importance of reapplication.
When an SPF 30 product is applied correctly, a person gets the equivalent of one minute of UVB ray exposure
for each 30 minutes he or she spends in the sun. So one hour in the sun wearing SPF 30 sunscreen is the
same as spending two minutes totally unprotected. Reapplying SPF 30 sunscreen often can ensure you are
protected at all times.
• Wear a hat. Hats with a brim that is at least two to three inches all around protects vulnerable areas such
as the eyes, forehead, nose, ears, and scalp. Choose a hat with a dark, non-reflective underside, as such a
hat can lower the amount of UV rays that reach the face from reflective surfaces such as water.
Sun protection is important year-round, and especially so during spring and summer.
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WINE & SPIRITS
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HOURS: Mon-Wed 9am - 9pm
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Receive 10% Off!

(Must be 60 Years or Older)
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Sunday
Sunday

Monday
Monday

Tuesday
Tuesday Wednesday
Wednesday Thursday
Thursday

All events posted to this
calendar may be affected by
COVID-19. Please check
with these events by calling
or visiting their website.

5

1
• Hasty-Silver Creek
Sportsmen’s Club
Meeting, 8 p.m.
• Maple Lake Chamber
of Commerce meeting,
12 p.m.

6

7

13

14

8

20

27

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

16

15

• Wright Saddle Club
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion
Auxiliary, 7 p.m.
• Lions Club Meeting,
7 p.m. at The V by HH

21

22

23

• Albion Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

26

2

• Sons of the American
Legion, 8 p.m.

• Chatham Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion
Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake City
Council Meeting,
7 p.m.

19

Saturday
Saturday

• Legion Riders
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at
Legion Club

• Silver Creek
Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township
Meeting, 7 p.m.

12

Friday
Friday

28

Bloodmobile at the
Maple Lake American
Legion 1-7 p.m.

30

29

• Wright County
Snowmobile Assoc.
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
Legion Club
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Childcare
Enrichment
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• Preschool

320-963-5991 • www.annml.com

320.963.3715

Maple Lake • www.Bernatellos.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational
Medicine
• Mental Health
Services

www.mlwine-spirits.com
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

The Maple Lake

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF

840 East Elm Street • Annandale

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex

LLC

Monday: 10-5 • Tuesday-Friday: 9-6

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E

320-274-3744

allinamedicalclinic.com

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.

320-286-2123

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

320-274-3064 • countrychev.com

Supporting our Community for Over 40 Years!
For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County
Road 37 East, Maple Lake.
500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake

320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

Visit your

Maple
Lake Library

at Lake Central

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater

Monday
Friday: 12-6
• Wednesday:
12-8
Monday,&Wednesday,
Friday:
Noon to 6 p.m.
Saturday:
Saturday:
10 a.m. 10-1
to 1 p.m.

Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163

320.963.2009
320.963.2009

Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

Downtown
MapleLake
Lake
Downtown Maple

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:

RAFFLE TICKETS

NOW OPEN

If your organization needs rafﬂe tickets,
please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.
REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
The Maple Lake

218 Division Street West • Maple Lake

320.963.3813
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––Make an Appointment ––

763-228-0614
M-F:
Sat:
Sun:

Cathy Marquette & Katie Payne
Pet Groomers

9am - 5pm
9am - 12pm
Closed

HELP HAS
ARRIVED!

–Located in Downtown Maple Lake @ 28 Birch Ave. South

