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Plan ahead with a Christmas Club Account*
5 Steps to Smart Christmas Shopping

Step 1- Determine how much money you want to spend for Christmas next year.
Step 2- Open a Christmas Club Account.
Step 3- Watch your money grow.
Step 4- Shop within your budget.
Step 5- Adjust your automatic transfer the following year if necessary.

Member

FDIC
Equal 

Housing 
Lender

ASB NMLS
500057

Contact us today to start your account!

OFFICE PHONE:
Annandale  320-274-8216  I  Clearwater  320-558-2271  I  Maple Lake 320-963-3163   *Restrictions apply

www.lakecentralbank.com • service@lakecentralbank.com

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

Thanksgiving

Thursday, Nov. 26

Count your blessings.

Turkey Trot (Tentative)

Thursday, Nov. 26

The annual Annandale-
Maple Lake Wrestling pro-
gram’s Turkey Trot 5K
run-walk will take place at
Maple Lake High School.
Runners come when they
want from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.
There is not a common
start. Please wear a mask
when resgistering.

Black Friday

Friday, Nov. 27

Remember to shop locally today and every day.

Small Business Saturday

Saturday, Nov. 28

Small Business Saturday when all local shoppers are
encouraged to stop by their local businesses and
check out their holiday merchandise.

Christmas Tree Lighting

Saturday, Nov 28:

A community Christmas tree lighting ceremony will
take place from 5 to 5:30 p.m. at Clock Tower park in
Annandale. This year’s event may be virtual. Watch
the Annandale Advocate for updates.

Festival of Trees opens

Tuesday, Dec. 1

The Wright County Histori-
cal Society’s 14th annual
Festival of Trees display will
open at the Wright County
Heritage Center, 2001 High-
way 25 N. in Buffalo on
Tuesday, Dec. 1 and run
through Jan. 8, 2021. The
display is free. Each year
there are more than 50 indi-
vidual trees, along with a
Santa wright station, ani-
mated characters and an
electric train display.

Christ Child Luncheon

Friday, Dec. 4

The St. Ignatius CCW will hold a drive through Christ

Child Luncheon at the St. Ignatius Catholic Church,
35 Birch St. E., Annandale. RSVP by phone 320-274-
8074 no later than Monday, Nov. 30 to reserve your
meal. Visit www.stignatiusmn.com for information.

Christmas in Maple Lake (Cancelled)

Saturday, Dec. 5

Don’t miss Santa arriving by firetruck for the annual
Christmas in Maple Lake. This year’s event will take
place outdoors in the empty lot on Division Street
near downtown from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Enjoy fun,
food, plus a visit from Santa and his reindeer.

Family Holiday Walk

Saturday, Dec. 5 from 2-4 p.m.

Located in downtown Buffalo. Shop local, see Santa,
live reindeer, and more. Walk the downtown route
and see holiday sights and characters.

Main Street Holiday (Cancelled)

Saturday, Dec. 12

The Main Street Holiday event has been cancelled,
but we encourage you to still shop local. Our local
businesses need your support during the pandemic
and shut downs.

Community Calendar (events are subject to change or cancellation)
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DOWNTOWN ANNANDALE

Safe in-person shopping with complimentary gift wrapping!
Private appointments, curbside pick-up and free shipping also available.

Est. 1892

L E T  U S  M A K E  YOU R  H O L I DAY  S H O P P I NG

E X T R A  S A F E  &  E X T R A  S P E C I A L  W I T H
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Winter Begins

Monday, Dec. 21

The winter solstice marks the beginning of witer

Christmas Eve

Thursday, Dec. 24

Many businesses close early today. Many churches hold Christmas Eve services.

Christmas Day

Friday, Dec. 25

Give gifts and give thanks with family and friends. 
Celebrate the birth of Christ.

New Year’s Eve

Thursday, Dec. 31

Have a safe and happy new year.

New Year’s Eve Ball Drop (Tentative)

Thursday, Dec. 31

Ring in the New year at the seventh annual 
New Year’s Eve ball drop at 9 p.m. at Clock Tower Park
in Annandale.

“We wish you a Happy Holiday season”
Consider a career at Pace today
Manufacturing excellence here in Maple Lake

www.paceind.com

Custom lightweight magnesium 
products for a portable world!

Silent Santa Drop Site
now through December 10!

FROM YOUR FRIENDS
AT

www.starbank.net       Star Bank MN 

Annandale – 460 Elm Street East • (320) 274-2265

Maple Lake – 100 State Hwy. 55 East • (320) 963-3161

‘Tis The Season!

Christmas 
Greetings!
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By Brenda Erdahl
We know the holidays are here when De-

cember sets in with her softly falling snow
and twinkle lights begin to appear along the
rooftops in our neighborhoods. By now every
station on the radio is likely playing our fa-
vorite Christmas songs to get us in the mood
for that most wondrous of occasions. But this
year is different, oh the radio stations will
still play “Oh Holy Night” and the snow will
still fall in peaceful wonder, but for many of
us our hearts are not at peace, and some of us
are wondering how our treasured Christmas
traditions will survive this pandemic. 

Mary Jo Kreitzer, the founder and director
of the Earl E. Bakken Center for Spirituality
& Healing and a professor in the School of
Nursing at the University of Minnesota said
it’s our mindset as we enter the holidays that
can make all the difference. 

“It is safe to say that none of us have ever
experienced major holidays during a pan-
demic and it is likely that the holidays this
year will look very different. In addition to
not having large gatherings of family and
friends, there won’t be the usual run of par-
ties, concerts and plays. Many will opt to
participate in religious services virtually,” she

said. 
Her advice is to not focus on our losses

and what we cannot do, but instead focus on
the opportunity to create new memories and
traditions.

“If you are gathering with a small group or

only your immediate family, ask people what
is important to them. Getting input is so
valuable. It shares the burden (and joy) of
planning. Instead of trying to recreate what
happens year after year, create new experi-
ences. Who knows? Something new you do

this year just might become a lasting tradi-
tion,” she said. 

For those who are alone during the holi-
days and for families who live long distances
apart, our newly developed Zoom skills will
come in handy, she noted. 

“I have heard of families and small groups
that still plan on eating together or opening
gifts together via technology. If you and your
family are yearning for a concert or to see a
holiday tradition such as “The Christmas
Carol,” look online. So many of our local
theater and choral groups are creating special
performances that can be accessed online.” 

Part of the difficulties of celebrating during
a pandemic occurs when you come up
against loved ones or friends whose views
about safety precautions differ from your
own. Kreitzer has advice for that too. 

“Each of us is responsible for setting
boundaries that we are comfortable with and
I encourage people to not be hesitant to stick
to those boundaries even if it makes people
uncomfortable,” she said. “The advice from
the health care experts is very clear. Avoid
gatherings, particularly indoor gatherings,
practice physical distancing, wear masks and
wash hands frequently. In Minnesota, the re-

Can pandemic be gateway to new holiday traditions?

File Photo
Our newly developed Zoom skills may come in handy this holiday season. Some families have
plans to eat together and open gifts together virtually.

New Location 

Electrical 
Supplies 
FOR ALL YOUR
DIY PROJECTS!

Call or text for an appointment   

320-316-2500
Daily times & Hours vary – Always Open Thursdays and Fridays 8am to 6pm

Full line of Light Bulbs
Fixture Repairs and Recycling

Fluorescent lamp, ballast, monitors and TV recycling

Mention this ad & 

Receive 10% OFF ALL ITEMS

HOME, FARM, 

& OFFICE

ANDY’S

Andy’s Pro Tire & Auto
Hwy. 55 • Annandale • (320) 274-3986

andysprotire.com

$100 Gift Card
for $80

$l00 GIFT CARD 
FOR $75

We are Next To Walmart!
1249 HWY 25 N.  • Buffalo, MN 

763 682-9334

WINTER
IS HERE

STORE HOURS
Mon:    10 AM - 8 PM
Tues:   10 AM - 8 PM
Wed:   10 AM - 8 PM

Thu:    10 AM - 8 PM
Fri:      10 AM - 6 PM
Sat:     10 AM - 6 PM
Sun:    12 PM - 5 PM

Buffalo!
Located in

BUY • SELL • TRADE • CONSIGN

NEW AND USED
SPORTS AND FITNESS GEAR

GET DRESSED 
FOR IT!
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Gift Cards  to
Powder  Ridge
Recreation Area
make Great Christmas Gifts!

We are open for skiing, 
snowboarding & snow tubing

this winter!

THERE’S FUN FOR ALL AGES
AT POWDER RIDGE!

Visit us online for more information
320-398-7200 www.powderridge.com   
15015 93rd Ave., Kimball, MN 55353

ONLINE TICKET REQUIRED!

cent increase in COVID-19 cases is tied to
small, everyday gatherings. Many people are
experiencing pandemic fatigue, and this is
not the time to let our guard down,” she
said. 

Unfortunately, with the rise in COVID
cases throughout the state and Wright
County, health officials say family gatherings
are just as unsafe as any other social gathering
at this time. The pandemic in most areas of
the country is at a stage of uncontrollable
community spread. Traveling distances and
getting together with people who may or
may not have been taking safety precautions
seriously is risky, she said. 

So, how do you politely say “no” to a social
gathering? Kreitzer said a lengthy explanation
is unnecessary. 

“You can be polite as well as short and
sweet — thanking the person for the invita-
tion and noting that you are avoiding in-per-
son gatherings due to COVID-19 right
now,” she said. 

For more advice on adapting to the holi-
days this year visit the Bakken Center’s Web-
site Taking Charge of Your Health and
Wellbeing at
www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu.

File Photo
This holiday season is going to look very different without the usual large gatherings and run of parties, but it may also be an opportunity to 
create new traditions. 
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By Brenda Erdahl
Jump into the Christmas season with a

visit to see Santa Claus at the scenic Bertram
Chain of Lakes Regional Park in Monticello.

Walk amid the snow-covered oaks to the
Long Lake overlook, weather permitting, to
have your picture taken with the red-suited
man. He’ll jingle his way to the 1,200-acre
park at 10 a.m. and hang around until 2:30
on Saturday, Dec. 5 before he heads back to
the North Pole to continue his preparations
for the big December 25th holiday.

The outdoor event is especially suited to
the current COVID-19 environment, but
additional safety measures will be imple-
mented including all recommended pan-
demic guidelines.

“We want to ensure that you, your family,
our staff, and Santa stay safe and healthy for
the holiday season,” Wright County Parks
and Recreation organizers said.

Organizers will decorate Long Lake Over-
look to make it as close to a North Pole look-
ing locale as possible and it will be there, as
long as the weather cooperates, that you or

your tyke can sit on Santa’s lap for a picture.
The $20 fee will get you a professional family
picture with Santa, a goodie bag and time
with Santa to discuss all your Christmas
wishes. All of this is being made possible by
partnering with the Monticello Community
Center and Liberty Bank of Minnesota, lo-
cated in Monticello.

Additionally, this will be one of the first
opportunities for you to check out some of
the new facilities at the Bertram Chain of
Lakes Regional Park Campground. Two of
the camper cabins will be open for you to
view, along with the contact station. Not
everything will be completed within the facil-
ities, but it will give you an idea of what they
will be like when completed.

For more information contact Wright
County Parks and Recreation at parksan-
drecreation@co.wright.mn.us or by phone at
763-684-2387 or the Monticello Commu-
nity Center at info@ci.monticello.mn.us or
by phone at 763-295-2711.   Register online
at the Monticello Community Center web-
site.

Santa Claus is Coming....to Bertram Park, December 5
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www.truckmatetoppers.com

540 Elm St. E,
Annandale, MN

320.274.3008
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m–5:30 p.m., 

Sat. By Appointment only

• Access Covers starting at $389
• Compustar Remote Starts
• WeatherTech Floor Liners
• Rock Tamers Mud Flaps
• Heated Seats

Home of the

• Artwork

• Unique Gifts

• Creative Classes

• And More!

Phone 320-261-5216

10 Oak Ave. N.

Annandale, MN 55302

Tues.–Fri. 10–5, Sat. 10 –3

The holiday season is synonymous
with many things, including delicious
foods. While Thanksgiving turkeys or
Christmas geese will be found on
many a table this holiday season,
baked goods and desserts are what
many people look forward to this time
of year.

Holiday hosts with a lot on their
plates might not have the time to pre-
pare homemade baked goods for
their guests. Thankfully, the following
recipe for Chocolate-Strawberry Pie
from Addie Gundry’s No-Bake
Desserts can be prepared in just 15
minutes, all without turning on the
oven.

Chocolate-Strawberry Pie

Yields 1 pie

■ 1 pint fresh strawberries, washed,
trimmed and halved

■ 1 store-bought (or homemade)
chocolate cookie pie crust

■ 2/3 cup sugar
■ 1/4 cup cornstarch
■ 2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa

powder
■ 1/4 teaspoon minced crystallized

ginger
■ 1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
■ Pinch of kosher or sea salt
■ 6 large egg yolks
■ 2 ½ cups half-and-half
■ 6 ounces bittersweet or semisweet

chocolate, chopped
■ 1/2 tablespoon rum extract
■ 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Additional strawberries for garnish

(optional)

1. Place the strawberry halves in a
single layer in the bottom of the pie
crust.

2. In a medium saucepan, whisk to-
gether the sugar, cornstarch, cocoa
powder, ginger, nutmeg, and salt
over medium heat.

3. Whisk in the egg yolks to create a
thick paste. Gradually whisk in the
half-and-half until the mixture thick-
ens, about 5 minutes. Bring to a
boil and cook for 1 minute. Remove
from the heat.

4. Add the chocolate and whisk until
combined. Add the rum and vanilla
extracts. Cool the mixture for 4 min-
utes.

5. Pour the filling over the strawber-
ries and up to the top of the crust.
Chill the pie for 2 hours or until set.

6. Garnish with additional strawber-
ries, if desired.

A QUICK AND DELICIOUS
HOLIDAY DESSERT

Add style to your
home with

Complete Inventory
SALES, SERVICE

& REPAIR
Openers ~ Spring Repair

Carriage HouseTHE

COLLECTION

Holiday Greetings

320-963-3934 Toll Free: 800-273-4699
www.hegledoor.com • Maple Lake

• Check prices on 
1/4 & 1/2 beefs & whole hogs
Knaus Sausage House

31 Main St., Kimball (320) 398-5485
www.knaussausagehouse.com

BBQ Ham• Smoked Turkeys •  BBQ Ribs
Seafood • Hot Roast Beef

For Your Holiday

Entertaining
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Miracle on 34th Street:
A Live Musical Radio
Play opens Dec. 18

By Brenda Erdahl
Are you yearning for an old-fash-

ioned Christmas, the kind grandma
and grandpa used to know? Can you
envision those days? Perhaps you are
sitting around the evergreen with its
tinsel and lights twinkling in the
darkening room as winter evening
sets in. Perhaps the radio is on, a big
old fashioned one with a walnut fin-
ish and cathedral style cabinets and
you are listening to actors weave a
story that ignites the imagination and
warms the heart.

That’s exactly what GREAT The-
atre is offering you this Christmas.
On Friday, Dec. 18 the St. Cloud
based theatre group will present the
Christmas classic Miracle on 34th
Street: A Live Musical Radio Play di-
rectly into your home. Everyone is in-
vited to listen, free of charge, on
WJON 95.3FM and KVSC 88.1
FM. Showtime is 7 p.m.

This vintage, old-time radio play
will feature six talented, local actors
as they take on the challenging task
of performing the parts of 30 differ-
ent characters in the unique style of
1940s radio theatre. Adapted from
the 1947 Lux Radio Broadcast by
Lance Arthur Smith and based on the
1947 classic movie, the musical tells
the story of the last-minute replace-
ment Santa for the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade who claims to be the
real Kris Kringle. The miracle unfolds
when the belief of a little girl makes
all the difference in this iconic story.

“It’s a story of joy and hope and
community, but it’s not cheesy ei-
ther,” Director Kendra Norton
Dando said. “It’s a fun story and full
of humor.”

“We wanted people to laugh and
enjoy themselves and whether you are

five or 95 you can enjoy this show.
Even if you are physically distanced
you can all listen to the same show
together,” added Dennis Whipple,
Executive Director of GREAT The-
atre.

GREAT has done radio perform-
ances before on the St. Cloud State
University radio station, but never a
musical and never with such a small
cast. But with most theatres, includ-
ing the Paramount in St. Cloud
closed or offering limited in-person
options this year, they knew they had
to do something.

“GREAT usually sells 13,000 tick-
ets at its Christmas show, we knew we
had to be a part of Christmas some-
how,” said Whipple.

Safety is the utmost priority of
Whipple’s concerning the cast. The
majority of rehearsals have taken
place via Zoom. The few in-person
rehearsals have included social dis-
tancing and masks.

“Because it’s a radio show, we’re all
at microphones so that allows us to

be socially distant in a real story-
telling way,” Norton Dando said. 

Prior to the night of the perform-
ance when masks will be removed, all
the actors will be tested for COVID,
Whipple said.

On-demand
The radio show is only the first of

this multi-layered theatrical produc-
tion. Starting on Dec. 19 and run-
ning through Jan. 3, fans can see the
fully staged production through On-
demand TV. But when we say fully
staged, we don’t mean the court room
where Santa is tried nor the Macy’s
store where he first appears. You will
see a 1947 radio station where six ac-
tors dressed in the style of the day
pull off this magical, radio feat.

“We actually built a radio station
on stage. That’s part of the fun,” Nor-
ton Dando said “You’ll see six actors
playing 30 different characters. You’ll
hear all the inside jokes, the backstage
humor - what it actually looks like to
be a part of live radio.”

“It’s going to be really cool,” Whip-

ple said. “They’ll be dressed in 1940s
costumes with the hair styles of the
times and the old-fashioned micro-
phones.”

The radio stage will also be deco-
rated for Christmas in traditional
1940s fashion and will include nu-
merous Christmas songs.

It’s gonna be Christmas 1947!”
Whipple said.

Above all, the live production will
put faces to the voices on the radio
and reveal just how all those little
sound effects we take for granted are
made.

“We have a whole shelf of sound ef-
fects,” Norton Dando said. “From
horns to different styles of shoes be-
cause rubber soles sound different
than leather soles. We even have a
classic door box.”

Norton Dando said it has taken a
lot of experimenting to create the
sounds they wanted. They discovered
how to use pumpkins seeds to emu-

GREAT Theatre brings back old-time radio entertainment

The cast of GREAT Theatre’s Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play practice virtually before their opening performance on Friday,
Dec. 18 on WJON 95.3FM and KVSC 88.1 FM.

Theatre - See page 10



November 25, 2020 Holiday Shopping Guide Page 9

From

Happy Holidays

Gift Cards 
make a great gift,

stop in today!

inhotwatercoffee.com25 Cedar St. E, Annandale

Regular Hours: M-Sa. 8am-10pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
NEW TOWN PLAZA • NEXT TO MARKETPLACE

www.obrotherswineandspirits.com Hwy. 55 E., Annandale • 320-274-2019 

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Eve, 11am-5pm; Christmas Day, closed; 

SHOP AT O’BROTHERS WINE & SPIRITS
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT NEEDS!

Great gift sets & more!
We are open Christmas Eve, 11am – 5pm!

Holiday Greetings
Wishing you an old-fashioned holiday filled with memories you’ll treasure always.

We want to say thank you to all of our customers for their loyal patronage.
Have a Happy Holiday Season!

T & R Meat Processing, LLC
Custom Processing & Sausage Making

105 Pine St. 
Clearwater, MN 55320

• Venison Processing & Sausage
• Steaks  • Pork Chops • Retail Sales

320-558-6390

LAKE COUNTRY
ANTIQUE SHOP

830 Elm Street, Annandale
(320) 274-1124

131 Cedar St. W, Annandale
320-261-5267

Find a unique gift for
your loved ones or

yourself is holiday!

Open Daily • 320-274-3479
Hwy. 55 E. Annandale 

Dairy Queen Gift Cards

DAIRY QUEEN

One Size Really Does Fit All!

For Everyone on Your Gift List: 
Babysitters, Neighbors, Teachers, Hair Stylist, Friends...

$4 OFF Any Buster Bar
or Dilly Bar 12 Pack!

Coupon valid through
Dec. 31, 2020

Hwy. 55 E. Annandale 

COUPON

Featuring Casual Dining, 
Home Cooking and 

Homemade Soups & Pies

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

Closed Thanksgiving Day.  Join us Christmas Eve for Free Cookies. 
Closing at 2 pm. Closed Christmas Day.

Great 
Gift
Idea!

Breakfast • Lunch • Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sun 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
95 Elm St. East • Hwy 55 • Annandale, 274-1404

Order Your 
Holiday Pies Today!!!

Gift Cards     
Available

H
Welcome

omestyleCountry
Cafe
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late the sound of footsteps crunching
through snow but are still working on
how to make the sound of lots of en-
velopes falling onto the judge’s desk.

Besides the actors, the show also
features a pianist who, like the actors
has multiple roles in the production.

The actors
For the actors putting on a radio

play is a brand, new experience and
the fact that it’s a radio musical with
such a small cast makes it even more
unique.

“We rarely do a show with six peo-
ple,” Whipple said. “We usually have
40 people on stage dancing and
singing their hearts out.”

GREAT is also known for drawing
actors from all over the area for their
productions, but this year, because of
COVID the actors are all from a little
closer to home - the St. Cloud, Sartell
and Sauk Rapids area for the most
part.

Rick Cicharz plays the part of
Kristofer Van Lisberg, the last-minute
replacement Santa for the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade who claims
to be the real Kris Kringle. He is
joined by Megan Potter as Cordelia
Ragsdale as Doris Walker; Cadence
Mix as Gracie DeMarco as Susan
Walker; Kyle Seamans as Grady
Williams as Fred Gailey; Abigail
Schnobrich as Olivia Glatt as Female
Character Actor and Luke Reber as
Wallace Ainsley as Male Character
Actor. Brandon Nordhues is in charge
of piano and Foley Sound.

“We’re just thrilled to be doing this.
At the first masked, in-person re-
hearsal, the first time we had a five-
part harmony, you could just feel it.
It was really an emotional time, just
to be in the same space together cre-
ating art again. We know the arts are
special and needed and it’s wonderful
to be able to safely find a way to per-
form again,” Norton Dando said.

The when and Where:
Radio Broadcast: 

Friday, December 18th at 7 p.m.
Listen live on:

WJON 95.3FM and KVSC 88.1 FM

On-demand TV:
Dec. 19, 2020 – Jan. 3, 2020. 

Watch the fully stage production
complete with costumes, set and lights.

Tickets available starting:
Saturday, December 12th at

www.GreatTheatre.org.

Theatre - From 8

Christmas Eve 
9am-4pm

Christmas Day
Closed

New Years Eve 
9am-8pm

New Years Day 
Closed  

Holiday Hours

Next to Cenex • 901 State Hwy. 55 East, Maple Lake • 320.963.3715 
Mon-Wed 9 am - 9 pm • Thu- Sat 9 am - 10 pm • Sun.11 am - 4 pm

ONE DAY ONLY SALES! 

Nov 27-Dec 31st  

Stock up Early!!

WIN SOME

PRIZES!
GREAT

Every Monday Receive 10% OFF 
– Must be 60 years or Over

Senior Citizen Day: 
Gift Cards
Available!

Saturday 
December 19th

HOLIDAY SAVINGS SALE10 LOOK FOR

SALE SIGNS
GREEN

December 14-19th 
and sign up to win  

STOP IN THE WEEK OF

Maple Lake
WINE & SPIRITS

www.mlwine-spir its.com
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No beverage is more associated
with holiday cocktail parties than
eggnog, which is a beloved beverage
come the holiday season.

While it’s perfectly acceptable to
purchase store-bought eggnog in the
dairy case and dress it up with a fa-
vorite spirit, most eggnog recipes only
feature a handful of ingredients and
are quite easy to make at home.

Rum, whiskey and brandy are cus-
tomary liquors to use in eggnog
recipes. However, many believe
brandy tops the others for the perfect
finished product. Enjoy this version of
Quick Brandy Eggnog.

Quick Brandy Eggnog
■ 1 cocktail
■ 1 ounce brandy
■ 1 ¼ ounces milk
■ 1/2 ounce simple syrup
■ 1 egg yolk
■ Grated nutmeg or cinnamon for

garnish
In a cocktail shaker, combine the

brandy, milk, simple syrup, and egg

yolk. Dry shake without ice.
Fill shaker with ice, then shake vig-

orously for about 30 seconds to en-
sure the egg is well mixed. Strain into
an old-fashioned or cocktail glass.
Add a dash of grated nutmeg or cin-
namon as a garnish.

Note: Only use a fresh egg. Test
the eggs freshness by placing it in a
glass of water. If the egg floats, dis-
card it, as this indicates the egg is too
old. Only use eggs that rest on the
bottom of the glass. This will ensure
the most flavorful drink and helps to
reduce the risk of salmonella. 

EGGNOG IS A CLASSIC FOR
HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

It’s NOT easy
Looking this good! but you 

can try!

HELP HAS
ARRIVED

FREE PET
GROMING

––Downtown Maple Lake ––
28 Birch Avenue South
763-228-0614

Groomers:
Cathy Marquette  

&  
Katie Payne

NOW OPEN

270 State Hwy. 55 NE, Buffalo  763.684.0600  neilsfloorcovering.com 
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A Christmas gift subscription to the
Annandale Advocate brings hometown
news to family and friends 52 weeks a
year! It’s the perfect gift for anyone, at
anytime!
We’ll even provide 
a card announcing   
your gift!

Wednesday, Month ##, 20## Vol. ###, No. ##                                         www.annandaleadvocate.com                            
                     $1

T H E H E A R T O F T H E L A K E S N E W S P A P E R

Wednesday, November 18, 2020  Vol. 132, No. 47                               www.annandaleadvocate.com                      
                        

$1

T H E H E A R T O F T H E L A K E S N E W S P A P E R

County board

appoints Lutes

as new County

Attorney
The County Board

appointed Brian Lutes

to take the place of re-

tiring Tom Kelly as

County Attorney.

Check out the story on

page 3.

License 

bureau has

new system
The license bureau

opened with a new sys-

tem this week. See the

story on page 3.

Student News

The Razzle Dazzle

Readers and CARES stu-

dents are recognized on

page 6.  

White-tailed

deer
Stan Tekiela writes

about White-tailed

deer and their rutting

season. See the story on

page 12.
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Nyalaam Jok signs a

letter of intent with

the University of Min-

nesota Gophers Track

and Field team. See

page 9 for the story.

Cards football undefeated

Message

from
Wright

County

Public

Health 

Wright County Public

Health officials are concerned

with the recent COVID-19

case growth (as of Nov. 13 at

4,440 total cases), increase in

people dying from the virus

(25 total deaths) and the ripple

effects we are seeing across our

communities. 

The fact is that, more virus

is circulating in our communi-

ties than at any point in the

pandemic. We are at another

critical point in the fight

against the virus. Consider

these comparisons related to

COVID-19 for Wright

County:
In the first week of August,

there were 84 cases reported

among residents. In the first

week of November there were

829. That’s nearly 10 times as

many cases.

Donita Knaus takes

World Champion title

Annandale’s

Seagraves,

Halvorsen and

Wurm also

compete 

By Tom Westman

Staff Writer

Area resident and busi-

ness owner Donita Knaus

took first place and the

title of World Champion

at the IPE Pro World’s

Bodybuilding Competi-

tion, Saturday, Oct. 24, in

Liberty, Missouri. 

After three years and

five competitions, Knaus,

49 achieved IPE profes-

sional athlete status.  

“I earned my way to the

top of the women’s body-

building sport,” Knaus

said. “This has been the

most rewarding title I have

achieved so far.” 

AMS and AHS

transition to 

distance learning

By Tom Westman

Staff Writer

On Friday, Nov. 13, Annan-

dale Superintendent Tim Prom

sent out a letter to all parents

and staff indicating that the de-

cision had been made to move

the Annandale Middle School

(grades 6-8) and Annandale

High School (grades 9-12) to

the distance learning model

starting Monday, Nov. 30.

Both schools were using the

hybrid model where a mixture

of in-person and distance

learning was used. Annandale

Elementary (K-5) will continue

using the in-person model, as

they have since the beginning

of the 2020-21 school year. 

“As the number of COVID-

19 cases continues to rise in

our area, it is time to make the

difficult decision of changing

our learning model,” Prom said

in the letter. “The process in

this decision involved m ny

creasingly difficult to deliver

content in a meaningful way

through the hybrid and dis-

tance learning models to stu-

dents in school and to those

who are quarantined at the sec-

ondary level.” 

Sports and other 

activities
At this time sports and

other activities will continue,

despite AHS and AMS going

to the distance learning model. 

“Because we are making this

change due to the difficulty of

staffing our classrooms, we can

continue with activities,” Prom

said. “We will continue to

monitor them and if there

The Cardinal football team beat rival Dassel-Cokato on Friday, Nov. 13, winning their sixth game in a row making them un-

deated in regular season play. Above, players are celebrating the win after the game. Cardinals are top seed coming into

sections and get a bye for the Nov. 17 game. They are scheduled to play Saturday, Nov. 21 at home. See more on the game

and upcoming section play in the sports section on pages 8 and 9.

Photo by Mary Christen

Health
Turn to page 3

A Gift Subscription

Please send this coupon with payment to: 
Annandale Advocate, PO Box D, Annandale, MN 55302. THANK YOU!

___  In Minnesota -$38.00 per year          ___  Out of State-$46.00 per year
(for any portion of the year)

NAME OF GIFT RECIPIENT ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE ______________________________________________________________

START DATE OF SUBSCRIPTION________________________________________________________

SEND NEXT YEAR’S RENEWAL TO   __________GIFT GIVER  or _____________ RECIPIENT

Or stop by 73 Oak Ave. S, or call 320-274-3052 with VISA or MasterCard
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growth from the inside out ggrowth from the inside growth from the inside out 
700 Norway Dr., (Next to O’ Brother’s)

320.261.5177
greenlotusyogactr.com

GIVE THE GIFT OF WELLNESS
Massage   Yoga   Fitness

Give the perfect gifts
this holiday season!

• Virtual Classes Daily!
• Gift Cards

Massage & Cupping
• Infared Sauna Packages

• Private Instruction
• Online Ordering Options

• Curb-side Pick Up
Shop Local from a

trusted source!

www.ammaus.net

A.M. MAUS & SONA.M. MAUS & SON
320.398.3210  • 800.510.2732  • 320.398.3212 fax

PO Box 130 • 21 Maus Drive • Kimball, MN 55353

SMALL Town - BIG Value, Since 1928

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

121 Main Street South • Kimball • 320-398-5455

LAND O’LAKES OIL & PROPANE

• Propane • Diesel • Fuel • Kerosene • Motor Oil 
• Gasoline • Tank Truck • Transport • Tires

Family-owned and operated since 1929

SMALL TOWN FRIENDLY SERVICE!

Gift

Certificates

Available!

Highway 55 Trailer Sales

975 Chamberlain Ave. SE, Buffalo
(763) 682-3484  •  Highway55Trailers.com

• Single Axle Utility
• Flat Bed Car Haulers
• Bobcat Equipment 

Trailers

• Enclosed
• Car Dollys
• Dump Trailers

$5 
Includes up to 5 quarts oil, oil filter, chassis lube,
20 point inspection, and top off all fluids. 
(Anti-freeze, Gear Lube Extra) Expires 01-31-21WITH  

COUPON OFF

FULL SERVICE
LUBE, OIL & FILTER

M&M EXPRESS LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER
520 W. Division St. • Maple Lake • 320-963-2060

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

e

Merry Christmas from the Staff at:

GIFT 
CARDS 
Available!

Don’t forget
to pick one
up for the 

holiday 
season!

Great
Gift
idea!
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Toys and gifts needed
for Maple Lake Giving

Tree/Silent Santa
Contributed Report

With Christmas just around the corner or-
ganizers of Maple Lake’s Giving Tree/Silent
Santa programs are asking you to give what
you can to help Santa help kids, the handi-
capped and the elderly of the Maple Lake
community.  As you see toy collection boxes
in the community, know the toys or gifts that
are dropped off at these sites will stay for resi-
dents in the Maple Lake area.   Local busi-
nesses hosting a collection box this year are:
Starbank- Maple Lake location, Irish Bless-
ings Coffee Shop, The Costume Shoppe,
Dollar General and St. Timothy’s Church.
Boxes will be set up November 20- Decem-
ber 8. This year, organizers are encouraging
shoppers to support local businesses and be
aware of longer shipping times if online
shopping.  If you prefer to not shop this year,
cash donations can be dropped off  or mailed
to St. Timothy’s Catholic Church Parish “c/o
Giving Tree” 8 Oak Avenue North or Star-
bank, Maple Lake “c/o Giving Tree”, 100
State Highway 55 E.  A link has been set up
at www.churchofsttimothy.org to make a
one-time donation.  Click “Donate” and se-
lect “Giving Tree Donation.”

Suggested gift items
■ Senior and handicapped adults:

Sweaters, craft kits, books (large print), bas-
kets, stationary, postage stamps, lap blankets,
gloves, socks, shirts, cologne, slippers, per-
sonal hygiene items and sleep wear, bird feed-
ers, bird seed, mixed or ‘fancy’ nuts.

■ Teenagers (an area they always run short
on): Perfume, after shave, body sprays/
cologne, hats, scarves, gloves, books, jewelry
(pierced earrings), belts, socks, clothing,
headphones/ earbuds, fishing gear, hockey

sticks, sports equipment, games, models,
craft kits, watches, wallets, curling iron, paja-
mas, hair dryers, and make-up bags.

■ Children: Puzzles, trucks, cars, Legos,
tractors, board games/electronic, plastic sleds,

coloring books/crayons, educational toys,
books, dolls, doll clothing, craft items, pre-
tend toys (dishes,  iron etc), hats, mittens,
gloves, clothing and socks.

■ Infants: Soft boots, squeak toys, blan-

kets, musical toys, soft dolls, wind-up toys,
socks, educational toys, hats, colorful toys,
mittens, sleepers, and clothing.

More ways to give
Two more ways to support the Giving

Tree/Silent Santa is by donating non-perish-
able food items and by making a cash dona-
tion. Organizers ask that as you do your
grocery shopping, please think about what
you’d like to contribute. Toiletry items are al-
ways welcome - toothpaste, facial tissue, lo-
tion, etc. They cannot accept home-canned
items or expired food items. Food and toi-
letry items can be placed in the business toy
collection boxes. Cash donations can be
dropped off or mailed to St. Timothy’s
Catholic Church “c/o Giving Tree” at 8 Oak
Avenue North, Maple Lake or at Starbank
Maple Lake, “c/o Giving Tree” at 100 State
Highway 55 E, Maple Lake.  A link has been
set up under St. Timothy’s Catholic Church
website at www.churchofsttimothy.org, click
under “Donate”, select “Giving Tree Dona-
tion” to make a one time contribution.

Apply for your family    
Applications for this program can be ob-

tained from the St. Timothy Catholic
Church parish office in Maple Lake, Monday
through Thursday from 10a.m. to 3p.m by
emailing
parishoffice@churchofsttimothy.org, or
Wright County Human Services in Buffalo.
These applications are due back by Thursday,
December 3. Distribution date is Friday, De-
cember 11 at St. Timothy’s Church from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. This year it will be a curbside
style distribution, please note directions on
application. Additional questions can be an-
swered by calling Liz at 763-913-5548.  All
information is confidential.

“Thank you to all who support and con-
tribute in making the Giving Tree and Silent
Santa a success in Maple Lake,” organizers
said.

Tis the season for giving

Submitted photo
Local businesses hosting a collection box this year are: Starbank- Maple Lake location, Irish
Blessings Coffeehouse, The Costume Shoppe, Dollar General and St. Timothy’s Church. 

Cenex Lake Region Co-op
Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake • 320-963-6074

THE COUNTRY STORE

Many In-Store Sales • Now Through Christmas!
Wide Selection of Toys, Gifts, Home

Decor, Clothing, Bird Supplies and More!
Great Gift Ideas for the Ice Fishing Season!

MarCum Lithium 
Brute Battery 12V 
10AH W/ Charger

Red Wing, Irish Setter 
& CAT Work Boots

$15 OFF

$25 
OFF

BOOTS NEBO
Emergency

Kits

$99.99

$99.99

Summer
Sausage

Assorted Varieties
$3.99

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Charlene Wurm
Realtor  MN          612.759.0631
charlene.wurm@cbburnet.com
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By Brenda Erdahl
For some the early snowfall this year is a

precursor to what they expect to be a snowy
winter here in Minnesota. While some
cringe at the thought, others who were born
to ride the icy trails on high powered sleds,
couldn’t be happier.

Fortunately for snowmobiling folk,
Wright County has a plethora of groomed
trails that go on for miles.

Steve and Brittni Meier who live in the
Happy Nolls housing development on the
northwestern edge of Maple Lake have only
to leave their yard to be on one of the many
snowmobile trails that are part the network
maintained by the Wright County Snowmo-
bile Association (WCSA). From there they
can go as far west as St. Joseph, up to Prince-
ton or head east toward St. Michael.

The Meier’s are Arctic Cat people. They
own four Arctic Cat snowmobiles and riding
is a pastime they and their three children
enjoy. The trails in Wright County are a mix
of ditches, cornfields and wooded areas said
Steve who, along with his wife Brittni are
members of the Monticello Trailblazers. The
Trailblazers are one of 11 clubs that make up
the WCSA. Trailblazer members maintain
the trails in and around Maple Lake and
Monticello. The success of the trail system
depends on snowmobilers’ relationships with
area landowners, Steve said. As long as riders
respect the rules, landowners will continue
letting the WSCA make trails across their
property, he said.

The WCSA was incorporated in 1978 as
the Wright County Snowmobile & Trail As-
sociation. In 2008, the name was changed to
Wright County Snowmobile Association.
Club volunteers mark, maintain and groom
more than 250 miles of State of Minnesota
Grant-in-Aid trails and roughly 50 miles of
local trails within the county. The WCSA
owns six groomers that are stationed
throughout the county and are maintained,
stored, and operated by club volunteers.

Each year the club publishes a trail map
that shows snowmobile routes throughout
the county. The maps are available at busi-
ness’s and on the trails throughout the
county. Each year the WCSA makes im-
provements to its network. Recently they
built a shelter complete with a fire pit be-
tween Maple Lake and Monticello where rid-
ers can stop, warm up and cook some lunch.
The trail near Moon Motors in Monticello
leads right to it, Steve said.

Wright County trails open Dec. 1 and
WCSA members urge riders to wait until
then to ride.

“When we get those early snowfalls, it’s
hard to resist, but you can do damage to the
ground because there is no frost layer,” said
Steve.

The ideal amount of snow is 6 inches for a
good base. Another good rule of thumb is to
watch for the groomers. If the groomers have
been out, then you know the trail is ready to

ride, Steve said. Two years ago, Mother Na-
ture produced ideal conditions for riding and
the trail system was put to good use. Last
year wasn’t as good, but it was decent, Steve
said.

Riders often head up north where there is
usually more snow and the trail system is
more vast and rugged, but there are disad-
vantages to making the trip north. For one,
the cell phone service is poor and if you need
help there is less likelihood of anyone receiv-
ing your call, Steve said. The distance be-
tween gas stations is also a lot longer up
north. In Wright County, you can’t go very
far without finding an opportunity to fuel
up. In Maple Lake, both H&H Sports Shop
and BP Amoco are accessible from the trails.

As an added convenience, the WCSA sub-
mits its most current trails each year to the
Polaris Ride Command app so riders can see
exactly where they are on their phone when
out on the trails.

A family activity
For the Meiers, snowmobiling is a family

activity that everyone, including their two
13-year-olds and 11-year-old can enjoy. At
the age of 12, young riders can take a class

for a snowmobile certificate that will allow
them to legally drive their own sled. Visit the
WCSA website for more information. The
Meiers joined the Trailblazers Club two years
ago as a way to give back to the organization
that maintains all trails they’ve been enjoying
for years. They also joined because of the so-
cial aspect of the club. In the last two years
they have made new friends and gained peo-
ple to ride with. It’s always better to ride with
others opposed to riding alone, Brittni said.
Not only is it safer, it’s a lot more fun. The
club also puts together a trip every year for
its members. Last year they went to Crane

Lake and enjoyed some beautiful countryside
from their sleds.

“If you are riding the trails, I recommend
you join a club. You don’t necessarily have to
participate or help out, but there is a fee, and
that money goes into maintaining the trails,”
Steve said.

With the pandemic putting a damper on
indoor activities this winter, snowmobiling
may be the perfect alternative for a lot of
people. And with the way winter has started
out this year, it might be a good time to try
it.

Hit the Wright County trails this winter

The Wright County Snowmobile Association mark, maintain and groom more than 250 miles of State of Minnesota Grant-in-Aid trails and
roughly 50 miles of local trails within the county. They publish this updated map each year.

A group of riders hit the trails.
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763-535-0042  •  Annandale 320-274-5055

Elevate Your Garage Door Opener

$440

Stay connected and in control in your new home with a Liftmaster®, part of a full lineup on 
MyQ®-Enabled Garage Door Openers. Open, close and monitor your garage door and 
receive alerts through your smartphone so you can always feel secure.

Ring in The

Holidays
for EveryoneA Great Gift

for 7’ high door

$490
Apple® and IPhone® are registered
trademarks of Apple Inc.Model 895MAX

TWO Car Remotes + Keyless Entry

+LiftMaster® Battery Backup
Garage Door Opener with MyQ
Works even when the power is out

TM

TM

A Quick and ConvenientHoliday Meal!

A Quick and ConvenientHoliday Meal!

www.bernatellos.com
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320-274-5717
250 Lundeen Dr.,  Annandale

Shear Style’s 15th Annual Open House
You’re Invited to...

Saturday, Dec. 5, 9 am-3 pm

M 8:30-4:30;  T-Th 8:30-8; F 8:30-5;  Sat. by appt.

COVID FRIENDLY
PRE-ORDERS
AVAILABLE!

10% OFF 
All Products through 

the month of December

Pure Privilege members earn up to double points!
Excludes styling tools & accessories.

COME CELEBRATE THE
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON!
• Complete your holiday shopping
• Receive 20% off ALL products
• FREE GIFT with every purchase!
• Drawing for prizes
We hope to see you & your friends!

Dassel: 888-679-4857 | Long Prairie: 866-514-0982 | Willmar: 877-484-3211 | St. Cloud: 844-262-2281
www.farmriteequip.com

FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT IS A

FULL SERVICE, AUTHORIZED 

BOBCAT DEALER!

We provide our customers 
with Sales, Service, Parts &
Rentals on all new & used

Bobcat equipment.

Kimball Parts City
Hwy.15 & 55, Kimball

We have servicing parts for Automotive, Ag and Fleet. 
-Automotive Flat & Industrial Paints-

Huge Inventory - Low Prices - Quality Parts
35 Maus Dr., Kimball MN 55353

HOURS: M-F 7:30-6, Sat. 8:30-3 • 320-398-2850 

Great Christmas Gift Ideas!
Gift Certificates Available!

At Darwin Monuments we offer many products 
to help beautify your home and cherish your memories: 

PERSONALIZED ROCKS, POTTERY, MIRRORS & MORE

MONUMENTS & MORE!

DARWIN MONUMENT
www.darwinmonument.com  320-693-5902

10% 
GOOD ONLY FOR

November 23-30, 2020

WITH COUPON
OFF

TOYS • CLOTHING
AND COLLECTABLES

(763) 682-2200  • 1600 HWY 55 E, BUFFALO, MN 55313

JOIN US FOR ONE WEEK ONLY!!!!

Gift Cards Available!

Snow 
Rakes
Garelick Roof 
Snow Rake
Special Holiday 
In-store 
Purchase Price

Ice Melt Fast Melt - Safe Stop buckets
Special Holiday In-store  Purchase Price

Snow Brushes
Winterwise Snow Brushes
Special Holiday In-store Purchase Price

Snow Shovels
Suncast Shovels
Special Holiday 
In-store  Purchase Price 320-963-3612
www.maplelakelumber.com

Holiday Pricing for all your 

MUST HAVE’S for winter

At



November 25, 2020 Holiday Shopping Guide Page 17

Get outdoors this winter

Ready to take a break from Christmas shopping?
Is the great outdoors calling?

The Maple Lake area is a great place to get rid of
cabin fever and get moving this holiday season
whether your interests lie in ice fishing, ice skating,
snow shoeing or skiing.

Read on to see what you and the kids can do to
relax this holiday season. Who knows, these adven-
tures may even lead to a few gift ideas for the fam-
ily.

Cross Country Skiing
Lake Maria State Park, located approximately

five miles north of Maple Lake on Wright County
Road 111, offers 6.2 miles of groomed cross-coun-
try skiing trails perfect for beginner to intermediate
skiers. Rolling terrain goes through wooded areas,
old growth forest areas, and past lakes and ponds.
In addition to cross country skiing, the park has
two miles of groomed skate-skiing trails.

For directions and information on other park ac-
tivities check out the Minnesota DNR website
and/or the Friends of Lake Maria Facebook page.

While Lake Maria doesn’t offer ski rentals, Ney
Park just North of Maple Lake off County road 8
does. Beginning in January, Cross country ski and
snowshoe rentals are available on Saturdays and
Sundays, from noon - 4 p.m. from January
through the first part of March. Ney Park consists
of 846 acres of marsh and forest with an assort-
ment of wildlife. In addition to its nine miles of
trails, including designated trails for hiking, skiing
and skijoring, the park has a memorial chapel, ac-
cess to Lake Mary and is home to the Wright
County Parks Environmental Education Center.

Downhill Skiing
The downhill ski season at Powder Ridge just

north of Kimball opens mid to late November, de-
pending on the weather. Snowtubing opens closer
to Christmas. Visit www.powderridge.com for
more information.

Snow shoeing
Lake Maria State Park begins renting snowshoes

as soon as there is a sufficient amount of snow. The
park keeps up three miles of packed trails and per-
mits exploration as long as it’s not on any of the
trails groomed for cross country skiing.

The Anderson Loop Trail offers a three-mile
hilly excursion through prairie grasslands to an ex-
cellent view from the Anderson Hill Lookout. Re-
turn to the trail center through an oak and maple
forest.

The Big Woods Loop will take you on an up-
and-down 5 ½ mile hike where you can explore
lookouts, old-growth forests, ponds, marshes and
rolling terrain.

The Bjorkland Trail is a mostly flat two-mile
loop that includes access to Bjorkland Lake.

The Kettle Kame Trail is a 1.75 hilly trail and is
considered the most rugged.

Return to the warming house afterwards for
bathrooms and an indoor picnic area.

Ice Fishing
If ice fishing is your thing, there are close to a

dozen area lakes to wet your line in this winter as
soon as the ice is thick enough. The Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources suggests a mini-

mum of four inches of ice for fishing or other ac-
tivities on foot. Five to seven inches is recom-
mended for a snowmobile or ATV; eight to 12
inches for a car or small pickup and 12 to 15
inches for a medium truck. Visit
www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/thickness.html for
more information in ice safety.

Staying fit through the holidays can be a challenge. Make it fun this winter with a
snowshoe adventure at Lake Maria State Park.

Powder Ridge in Kimball opens for downhill skiing Mid-November.

There are plenty of lakes in the area that offer
some great ice fishing opportunities.

Powder Ridge’s tubing hill opens closer to Christ-
mas and offers great fun for the entire family.

Enjoy snowboarding at Powder Ridge whether
you are a pro or just learning.
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Cyber Monday is a lucrative day for retail-
ers. According to Adobe Analytics, which
measured transactions from a majority of
popular online retailers in the United States,
consumers spent an average of $11 million
per minute between 11 p.m. EST and mid-
night EST on Cyber Monday in 2019. And
it wasn’t just the final hour of Cyber Monday
that proved popular, as total sales in 2019 in-
creased by roughly 19 percent compared to
Cyber Monday a year prior.

The internet has made holiday shopping
easier than ever, and retailers capitalize on
that convenience every year on Cyber Mon-
day. Savvy consumers recognize there’s great
deals to be had on Cyber Monday, but the
popular shopping holiday also marks a great
time for cyber criminals to target unsuspect-
ing online shoppers. 

Holiday shoppers spend more time and
money buying gifts online every year, so be-
fore the buying season begins it’s wise for
shoppers to consider a few strategies for
shopping safely this Cyber Monday.

■ Beware of malvertising. In recent years,
cyber criminals have employed malvertising
to trick online shoppers into taking them to
websites that look reputable. But looks can
be deceiving. Malvertising injects malicious
code into legitimate online advertising net-

works. If consumers accidentally click a mali-
cious ad, the malvertising can trigger a code
that installs malware or adware on their com-
puters, redirect users to a malicious website
instead of the one the ad suggests or redirect
users to a website that looks just like a legiti-
mate retailer’s site, even though it’s not. Up-
date antivirus and ad blockers prior to Cyber
Monday. In addition, update browsers and
plugins, which can often prevent malvertis-
ing attacks.

■ Update your software. Skipping or de-
laying software updates on a computer, tablet
or smartphone can make online shoppers
vulnerable to hackers and other cyber crimi-
nals. Install new operating systems on your
devices when such updates become available,
and check to see if any new updates can be
installed before shopping on Cyber Monday.

■ Avoid searching through search engines.
When shopping, resist the temptation to
look for deals through search engines. Cyber
criminals can insert malicious links into
search results, directing unsuspecting to con-
sumers to malicious websites designed to tar-
get their personal information. When
looking for deals, visit the websites of estab-
lished retailers instead of conducting searchs
through browsers like Google or Firefox.

■ Read a URL before buying anything.

One old yet still effective trick cyber crimi-
nals employ is creating websites that look
identical to those of trusted retailers. These
copycat sites may only be one letter different
from legitimate sites. By reading URLs
closely prior to entering any personal infor-
mation, such as their credit card numbers,

consumers can protect themselves from copy-
cat websites.

Cyber Monday is a popular shopping holi-
day. Cyber Monday shoppers should be as
cautious about cyber criminals as they are ex-
cited about finding great gifts for their loved
ones.

Shop Safely this Cyber Monday

Holiday Tour of Lights
Ride the bus and leave the driving to us!

Who:      For all ages. Individuals and groups welcome.

What:    Extra large windows for your viewing pleasure.

Where:  Your choice of cities in Sibley, McLeod, and Wright Counties.

When:    Between 5 p.m. & 8 p.m., November 27th through December 31st.

Cost:      $5.00 per person for up to one hour.
              Children 12 and under ride FREE with paid adult.

Special Group Pricing!
$30 per hour for up to 17 passengers.

Please call at least 24 hours in advance to schedule your tour.

Toll-Free 1-888-743-3828



Wishing 
everyone a very 

Merry Christmas!

Annandale • Maple Lake

Look to us for 
Future Employment! 
Check out the Great Career 

Opportunities on our Websites Today!

www.mpnexlevel.com 320.963.2470www.mptech.biz



www.lakecentralbank.com
Facebook: Lake Central

agency@lakecentralbank.com

MAPLE LAKE
320-963-3163

ANNANDALE
320-274-8216
CLEARWATER
320-558-2271
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