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DAMAGE-FREE 
TOWING AVAILABLE!

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS •

We accept:

ANNANDALE Hwy. 55 E. 320-274-3986
www.andysprotire.com

We will meet or beat any 
competitor’s estimate or 

advertised price on any service.
Bring in your estimates for a

FREE Price Quote.

• Instant Online 
Tire Pricing

• Tune-ups
• Front End Alignments

• Transmission Service
and Rebuilding

• Brakes
• Heating & Cooling
• Exhaust

We Repair Vehicles!
Now is the time to get your vehicle ready for winter!

Become a 
Preferred Customer

& enjoy many 
benefits. It’s 

easy to apply!

763-684-3965 Visit our website for more details.  WWW.DEZIELHVAC.COM

FREE
Estimate 
on a NEW 

Heating and 
Cooling System

24/7 EMERGENCY 

SERVICE AVAILABLE!

Financing Available

FOR ALL YOUR HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS!

• Customized, personal 
service

• Quality craftsmanship

• Prompt service
• Competitively priced
• Buy direct & save

A-1 MARINE INC.
Sales & Service

Hwy. 55 W. , Annandale • 320-274-8227 • 1-877-467-9227

Home of Same Day Winterization!

STOP IN TO SEE OUR 
INVENTORY, CALL OR

VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!

www.a1marineinc.com

SERVICES
■ Dock & Lift Installation
■ Repair Boats, Motors
■ Shrink Wrap
■ Trained Techs
■ Maintenance
■ 1 Hour Winterizing
■ Much More

SALES
■ Pontoons
■ Docks
■ Lifts
■ Used Boats & Motors
■ Dock Tires
■ Pontoon Trailer Rentals
■ Full Line of Parts 

& Accessories
■ Turbo Swing
■ Sea Legs

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!
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1201½ Hwy 25 • Buffalo • 763-682-9334
W E  M OV E D !

SAVE
All Day,

Every Day
New & Quality Used Sports & Fitness

Equipment From Brands You Trust.
Sell us your quality used sporting goods and fitness equipment.

FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT IS A FULL SERVICE,

AUTHORIZED BOBCAT DEALER!

We provide our customers with Sales, Service, Parts & Rentals
on all new & used Bobcat equipment.

Dassel: 888-679-4857 
Long Prairie: 866-514-0982

Willmar: 877-484-3211
St. Cloud: 844-262-2281

www.farmriteequip.com

THE RIGHT PERSON,

FOR THE

RIGHT REASONS,

FOR WRIGHT COUNTY!

VOTE
NOV. 8

WRIGHT

COUNTY’S

ONLY

DEALER!

pit barrel cooker
The Pit Barrel Cooker combines the best
qualities of smokers and slow cookers to
create a unique "vertical cooking experi-
ence" that produces perfectly cooked meat
every time. It is designed to allow shorter
cooking times without the need to regulate
temperature or smoke. It is simple to use,
portable and built to last.

65 Maple Ave. N. • Maple Lake, MN
Located west of Maple Lake on Hwy. 55 & Maple Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-4,   Sun. Closed

320-963-5996
www.CJsDealDepot.com

BBQ 
supplies & spices$$$

SAV
E

Green mountain
pellet grills

Both have WiFi capabilities to 
operate your grill from your phone.

Audible alarms for when pellets
are low & when meat is done!

Thanksgiving
WE HAVE YOUR TURKEY SUPPLIES IN STOCK!



By Brenda Erdahl

Teaching skills, discipline and re-
spect is a big part of Dojo
Karate, but it’s also about bring-

ing people together, especially families. 

Ever try jumping into one of your
son’s or daughter’s t-ball games? It
probably wouldn’t go over well with
the referees or the other families.
Karate is different in that regard from
other sports, said James McGregor, a
member of one of Dojo’s many dedi-
cated families. “Instead of mom and
dad watching from the sideline, we can
take part in our kids’ growth, and they
can be part of ours.” 

The McGregors are a family of four
with two young children. Son Bjorn is
six and daughter Astrid is three. The
family discovered Dojo shortly before
Bjorn was to start kindergarten. James
and his wife McKinzie were looking
for a way to build Bjorn’s social skills
before he went to school. It was the
height of the pandemic, James said, and
Bjorn’s only socialization was happen-
ing with kids in the neighborhood.
James was naturally drawn to Dojo be-
cause of his military background. He
was also a martial arts student when he
was a young child and had been look-
ing for a new home to continue his de-
velopment. It wasn’t long after they
signed the kids up, that James started
taking classes and then McKinzie did
too. It wasn’t long before they started
noticing a change. 

“Karate has helped my son come a
long way in being disciplined with
himself,” James said. “My daughter is
young, but she is learning respect and
how to recognize authority.” 

Because the entire family is out
there learning the moves and stances
together, they are growing closer as a
family, James said. 

McKinzie said she has seen a differ-
ence in Bjorn’s confidence since he

started at Dojo. “He’s gained so much
confidence just by being in the spotlight
and my daughter, she loves it and she’s
a natural.” 

The McGregors, who have now ad-
vanced to teaching and assisting teach-
ing at Dojo, have noticed the same
growth in other Dojo students as well.
They see it in their leadership skills, the
way they talk to people and treat each
other with more respect and kindness. 

Not only does karate teach self-de-
fense, it gives students the skill sets to
be leaders in their community. It fo-
cuses on discipline, respect and having
a positive attitude. Martial arts is a great
foundation for anybody in any walk of
life whether you are still in school or at
a job, James said. 

The Pecarina’s are another local
family that has benefited from Dojo’s
family centered philosophy. Sachi and
Ben Pecarina have four children ages
4-7 who are learning skills and building
stronger relationships with each other
and other students in the class. And it’s
happening, Sachi said, because they
have something in common, namely a
love of karate. 

“A lot of friendships develop here
and that is a big attraction to families,”
said Master Chris Hourscht, co-founder
of Dojo Karate. 

James can attest to that, not just
among his children, but for himself as
well. He’s built such strong ties at Dojo
he is now the school’s head instructor. 

“Martial arts has given me so much,
it’s great to be able to give that back to
the community,” he said. 

Why choose Dojo Karate
Martial arts has long been held in

high regard by teachers, coaches and
doctors for physical, mental and emo-
tional wellbeing. Through achievable
mini-goals, Dojo instructors lead chil-
dren to the triumph of a new belt and
along the way help them develop fo-
cusing skills, confidence, self-control,
and self-defense. Dojo instructors are
focused on the entire child, and part of
getting to that next stage in their jour-
ney depends on how they are perform-
ing at home and at school. That’s why,
before moving on each student must
submit a form signed by their teacher
and parents that confirms they have
been doing their homework and behav-
ing well at home.

Bullying 
Dojo instructors address the contin-

uous problem of bullying in schools
with their annual Bully Buster cam-
paign. The program helps kids learn
what they can do physically if they are
challenged, but it also gives kids self-

confidence which changes how they
carry themselves and often eliminates
them as an easy target to bullies.

Stranger Danger
Dojo offers Stranger Danger cur-

riculum with lessons that teach specific
strategies to escape a potential abductor
including something they call “stun and
run” and “drop and lock.” They also
talk to students about yelling “fire” or
“you’re not my mom and dad” to draw
attention to the situation and looking
for people in uniform if they are lost. 

For all ages
Dojo Karate’s slogan is “for kids,

for adults, for life” and appeals to peo-
ple of all ages. They have had students
as young as two years old to as sea-
soned as 75 years old. Karate is super
healthy, Hourscht said. It stretches the
body and keeps a little cardio in your
life. 

Upcoming events
• Dec. 3 is Dojo’s Holiday Event.

Anyone who signs up can train free for
the month of December. 

•  Dec. 10 is Take a Picture with
Santa Day. 

• November features the school’s
annual “Breaking a Board for Hunger
Contest” where area dojos compete to
see how much weight in food items
they can collect. Anyone who brings in
a nonperishable food item will get the
chance to try and break a board. All do-
nations will go to the local food shelf.
Watch Dojo’s website for more infor-
mation. 

Flexible schedule
Located at 409 Highway 55 East,

Dojo Karate is open six days a week
with many classes to choose from. For
more information visit them online at
www.dojokarate.com.

$999
$2299

$2199

Pennsylvania
Dutch 
Pumpkin 
Spice LiqueurBlue Chair Bay 

Mocha Cream

North 
Forest 
Maple Bourbon 
Pecan and
Pumpkin 
Liqueur 

750ML 

750ML 

750ML 

Ole Smoky Moonshine
Butter pecan & java cream

$2699
750ML 

November SPECIALs!

Maple Lake
WINE & SPIRITS

320.963.3715 
Next to Cenex in Maple Lake

901 State Hwy. 55 East

Mon-Thur: 9 am - 9 pm  Fri- Sat: 9 am - 10 pm Sun: 11 am - 4 pm

www.mlwine-spirits.com

WINE
CLUB

November 2nd

7:00 pm 
Maple Lake 

Legion
Non-Members $5$999

Bogle 
Chardonnay 
& Cabernet

REG. $13.99

Infuse 
Apple Cinnamon 
Vodka 

$1999
750ML 

Closed Thanksgiving Day! 

Lake Central Insurance Services
320-963-3163

220 Hwy 55 N., Suite 3• Maple Lake 
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

ANNANDALE • MAPLE LAKE • CLEARWATER

The McGregors are one of sev-

eral dedicated families that

take classes at Dojo Karate.

They are, back row, from left,

James and McKinzie. Front

row, from left, three-year-old

Astrid and six-year-old Bjorn. 
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Karate is a sport that families enjoy because they can learn and grow together. Above, in the front

row, the McGregors practice forms as a family.  

Dojo Karate bringing families, friends together

The Pecarina siblings are strengthening their relationship on the

common ground of martial arts. 

Breaking a board takes focus and concentration. All are invited

to try their hand at it this November at Dojo’s annual “Breaking

a Board for Hunger Contest.” Anyone, who brings in a nonper-

ishable food item will get the chance to try and break a board. All

donations will go to the local food shelf. Watch Dojo’s website

for more information.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

A few spots left for 2023 320-963-3813



By Brenda Erdahl

“Ican’t get the
whistling noise out
of my head. I keep

thinking about that one dead-
bolt that was keeping the hur-
ricane from sucking us out,”
said Tara Stratton, Hurricane
Ian survivor. 
Stratton and her family
moved from Maple Lake to
Port Charlotte, Florida in
2021 to be closer to her mom.
The two women were both
facing a battle with breast
cancer, and they wanted to do
it together. Normally, Port
Charlotte is a tropical para-
dise with the average temper-
atures in January between 50
and 70 degrees, heaven for
winter-worn Minnesotans,
but on Wednesday, Sept. 28,
all that changed when one of
the most powerful storms
ever to hit the U.S., made
landfall on Florida's Gulf
coast.
“Tornados I can handle, but I
had never been in a hurri-
cane. I was scared and didn’t
know what to expect, but
everyone kept saying ‘oh
don’t worry’ and they have
lived here for years,” Stratton
recalled. 
Thinking who knows hurri-

canes better than Florida vet-
erans, she, with her husband
John and two children (Ian
Stratton and Hailie Mickel-
son) decided to ride it out.
Hailie is a 2020 graduate of
Maple Lake High School and
Ian was a sophomore at
MLHS when the family
moved away. They had lived
in Maple Lake for nine years. 

As Hurricane Ian approached
Florida’s coast, people began
to stock-pile supplies. Strat-
ton compared it to COVID
when everyone bought as
much toilet paper as they

could fit into their shopping
cart. 
“At one point I said to my

husband, John, I think we
need to board up the win-
dows. That was the day be-
fore it hit,” she said. 
The family lives right on the
line of Zone A and Zone B
and while Zone A had been
told to evacuate Zone B did
not receive the order until Ian
was almost upon them. 
“Our zone eventually got the
evacuation notice, but at that
point there was no place left
to go. We had one bridge and
a road to get out of town. The
bridge was closed, and the
road was underwater, and all
the shelters had already
closed their doors,” Stratton
said. 
John’s boss, who owns a con-
struction company, had given
the family the key to the shop
located just a few blocks
from their home. A cement,
brick structure, they thought
it would be safer to ride out
the hurricane there. For a day
and a half, they holed up in
the building. For a while they
had power, and they relaxed
the best they could, huddled
in the hallway. Then, all of a
sudden, the lights went out,
Stratton said. 
“I went to look out the front
doors and water was coming
in under the doors. We tried
to stuff the cracks with tow-
els and stuff, then it started
coming down the walls.” 
Desperate to get out of the
rising water, they stuffed
their pets into their crates and
got everybody up on top of a
shelf of plywood. There they
sat in the dark, with no phone
service, listening to the
whistling of 150 mph wind
and the sound of debris pum-
meling the outer walls of the
building as the ocean rose
around them. At one point
Ian asked if those were waves
hitting the side of the build-
ing.
“I said no, but they were, and
he figured it out,” Stratton
said. 
Gradually the wind died
down and the family waded
to the front door to see the af-
termath. 

“All I could see was water,”
she said. 
That night they slept in the
shop on the shelving of ply-
wood. The next day, the
water in the building was
gone and they made their
way home, not sure what
they would find. 
“We saw our house and it

was completely surrounded
by water,” Stratton said. In-
side, everything was ruined.
“The wind had made white-
caps in our house that had
cracked our septic in the back
so there was sewage all over.
. . our cars were under

water.” 
“We lost everything except
the clothes on our back. I
opened a photo album and
the water had washed all the
color away, all the pictures
were only white now.” 
Despite the devastation,
Stratton feels lucky. No one
was hurt and they somehow

were spared from the 18-foot
storm surge that hit Fort
Meyers just 38 miles away. 
“If that would have hit us, we
wouldn’t have survived,” she
said. 
For a week the family was
without power and water,

wandering from hotels to
friends’ homes. They’re still
displaced, but now they have
power and John can work
thanks to a company vehicle
that survived the storm. On a
leave of absence from her
own job at American Greet-
ings, Stratton spends her days
mopping water and sewage
out of her flooded house. 
“I don’t know what else to
do,” she said. 
In the meantime, since school
has been cancelled in Char-
lotte County at least until the
end of October, Ian flew back
to Maple Lake to spend some
time with friends. Fortu-
nately, Stratton’s mom was
out of the state at a wedding
when Hurricane Ian hit.
Hailey, who studies at St.
Cloud Technical College re-
motely, hasn’t been able to
connect for classes, but will
likely be back online soon. In
the meantime, the family is
waiting for inspections and
word from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) before they can start
rebuilding. It may be a while
before they have a permanent
place to live, but they are tak-
ing it day by day, Stratton
said. 
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HOWARD’S
PLUMBING, HEATING & AC, INC.

Three Generations, Licensed, Bonded, Insured • 715 Norway Dr., Annandale

WIRSBO IN FLOOR HEATING ~ HIGH EFFICIENCY BOILERS
TEMPSTAR HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

WATER HEATERS ~ WATER SOFTENERS

www.howardsplumbinginc.com • 274-8913 or 236-2102
Master Plumber License Marv, 058229-PM; Buck, 063048-PM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Since 1961
Marv & Buck

Howard, Owners

Mon-Thur 9am - 9pm    Fri-Sat 9am - 10pm    Sun11am - 4pm  

Join

SENIOR 
CITIZEN 

DAY
10% 
OFF!

MUST BE 
Over age

60 
EVERY

MONDAY

901 STATE HWY. 55 E. 
Maple Lake

320.963.3715

Year-Round Savings 

SAMPLINGS
throughout the year!

Join today

Great Discounts with

MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

Thank you 
for your
service!

Receive 
10% Off!

Lucky
Irish
OUR MEMBERS $ave
Ask cashier
for details!

Maple Lake
WINE & SPIRITS

www.mlwine-spirits.com

HIGH EFFICENCY
Furnace 
& AC Unit 

BLOWOUT
SALE!

www.facebook.com/VintagePatinaAnnandale

131 Cedar St. W. • Annandale,

MN 55302 • 320-261-5267

Wed.-Sat.: 10am-4pm  

Sun.-Tues.: Closed

Timeless Treasures &
Local Artisan Creations

Maple Lake family survives 

Stratton Family. The Stratton family moved from Maple

Lake to Port Charlotte, Florida in 2021. They are pic-

tured, from left, Ian Stratton, Hailie Mickelson, Tara and

John Stratton. 

Hurricane Ian

Pictured above, at left is the view from the deck of the Stratton’s Port Charlotte home

before Hurricane Ian hit. At right is the view from the deck after Hurricane Ian hit.

Water surrounded the home for as far as the eye could see. 

BEFORE AFTER

“The wind had made
whitecaps in our
house that had

cracked our septic in
the back so there was

sewage all over. . . our
cars were under

water, We lost every-
thing except the

clothes on our back.”
Tara Stratton

Hurricane Ian survivor



When deer hunters
venture out into
fields and forests

this fall, they will find healthy
deer populations faring well in
most of Minnesota, ample har-
vest opportunities, and a contin-
ued commitment to managing
chronic wasting disease man-
agement adaptively statewide,
according to Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (MN
DNR) officials.

“We’re excited about deer
hunting this year,” said Kelly
Straka, wildlife section manager
for the MN DNR. “Hunters in
20 percent of our deer permit
areas will have increased oppor-
tunities for harvest, and oppor-
tunities in 70 percent of DPAs
remain unchanged from last
year. In some areas of northern
Minnesota, severe winter condi-
tions have impacted low deer
numbers, so hunter opportunity
in these areas is designed to help
stabilize or increase those popu-
lations.”

Changes for 2022
• Eight more DPAs

included in the hunt.
Hunters had more li-
cense options for the
early antlerless season.

• Increased bag
limits or lottery per-
mits in 28 DPAs, the
same limits in 90
DPAs and decreased limits in 12
DPAs.

In addition to deer seasons,
hunters can participate in special
deer hunts. The DNR, munici-
palities and organizations across
Minnesota offer opportunities to
hunt at special times and in areas
that might regularly be closed to
hunting. Participation in these
hunts is limited and often re-
quires special registration. 

For more information visit
mndnr.gov/Hunting/Deer/index.
html#SpecialHunts 

Hunters can get information
needed for each DPA by using

the interactive deer map on the
DNR’s deer hunting page
mndnr.gov/Hunting/Deer). By
clicking within the borders of a
DPA on the map, hunters can ac-
cess a “make a plan” link that
takes them directly to the DNR’s

Make a Plan tool, where they
can view the steps deer hunters
in that DPA must follow to
legally harvest deer. The tool
also provides information for
determining where and how to
submit a sample for CWD test-

ing and whether sampling is
mandatory in the DPA.

As part of an adaptive ap-
proach to chronic wasting dis-
ease management statewide, the
Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources is broadening the
options this year for hunters to
get their deer tested for CWD.

“Keeping Minnesota’s deer
healthy remains a top DNR pri-
ority,” DNR Wildlife Section
Manager Kelly Straka said.
“The DNR’s commitment to
sound surveillance and aggres-
sive management of CWD has
not changed. What is different is
how we’re accomplishing that
from place to place and improv-
ing options for hunters to help
us with disease surveillance.”

Hunters will be able to sub-
mit samples through taxider-
mists who are partnering with
the DNR or by dropping off
deer heads at self-service sam-
pling stations. Other options
available include using mail-in
kits (hunters remove the lymph
nodes from deer themselves),
dropping by one of the DNR-
staffed sampling stations during
the opening weekend of
firearms season, or making ap-
pointments at area wildlife of-
fices within CWD zones at any
time during the deer hunting
season.

One notable difference this
fall will be fewer self-service
sampling stations than in previ-
ous seasons. Self-service sta-
tions will be available only in
firearms season, with the ex-

ception of point-based surveil-
lance zones, which will have
stations available starting in
archery season and will remain
available until sampling goals
are met. Hunters should visit
the DNR’s Make a Plan page
(mndnr.gov/ Hunting/Deer/
Make-Your-Deer-Hunting-
Plan.ht ml) to learn more about
self-service sampling station
availability for the DPA they
plan to hunt.

This year’s revised approach
to sampling will allow the DNR
and hunters to work coopera-
tively to ensure robust data col-
lection, particularly in CWD
zones, while also making effi-
cient use of limited resources.
The DNR listened carefully to
hunters’ expressed preferences
and also evaluated the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of last
year’s data collection in devel-
oping this year’s sampling plan. 

“We’re encouraging archery
and muzzleloader hunters in
CWD zones to use one of the
alternative methods available to
get their deer tested for CWD,”
Straka said. “We’re still rigor-
ously sampling in areas where
CWD has been detected and
samples from hunter-harvested
deer provide critical informa-
tion about the disease.”

CWD sample submission
will be mandatory in all CWD
zones during the opening week-
end of the firearms A season
(Nov. 5-6) for all hunter har-
vested deer one year or older.
Locations of CWD sampling
partners and DNR-staffed
CWD sampling stations will
continue to be updated on
DNR’s website (mndnr.gov/
CWD) throughout the fall.

Carcass movement restric-
tions are in effect for CWD
management and control zones
during all seasons. Whole car-
casses cannot leave these zones
until a “not detected” test result
is received. More about carcass
movement restrictions can be
found on page 73 of the Min-
nesota Hunting Regulations.
The regulations and links to
complete deer season informa-
tion are available on the DNR
website (mndnr.gov/hunting/
deer).
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www.starbank.net       Star Bank MN 

(320) 274-2265

(320) 963-3161

Member FDIC

T R U C K  A C C E S S O R I E S  &  T O P P E R S

www.truckmatetoppers.com

T R U C K  M A T E  T O P P E R S

540 Elm St. E, Annandale, MN 320.274.3008
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m–5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appointment only

• Tonneau Covers

• Compustar Remote  
Starts

• WeatherTech Floor Liners

• Rock Tamer Mud Flaps

• Brush Guards

• Running Boards

New Home
Remodel
Commercial

612.750.0920
www.drivenelectricmn.com

HAS ARRIVED!
Tue.- Fri. 9am-5pm    Sat: 9am-12pm    Sun-Mon: Closed

––Make an Appointment ––

HELP 

CATHY 
763.228.0614

KATIE 
612.227.4861

Located in Downtown Maple Lake at 28 Birch Ave. South

will help keep deer populations healthy
CWD SAMPLING CHANGES

The deer hunting firearms season opens Saturday, Nov. 5 with various closing

dates depending on a hunter’s DPA. Muzzleloader season is Saturday, Nov. 26

through Sunday, Dec. 11.

20
22

Contributed report
The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources and Pheas-
ants Forever are inviting
hunters to join the Hunter Men-
tor Challenge and take someone
hunting who has never hunted
before or has not hunted in a
while.

“When you pay it forward and
recruit someone new into hunt-
ing, it can be a life-changing
moment for both of you,” said
Colby Kerber, Hunting Her-
itage Program manager with
Pheasants Forever. “There is
satisfaction and a sense of
achievement when an experi-
enced hunter shares their wealth
of knowledge with someone
new, and it can also help a sea-
soned hunter learn valuable
new things.”

When Minnesota hunters make
a pledge through the Hunter
Mentor Challenge to take a new
hunter to the fields or forests,
they will qualify for a discount
code for ALPS OutdoorZ gear
and be entered to win a custom
YETI cooler from Pheasants
Forever.

The program is open to all types
of hunting in Minnesota that are
legal and in-season — includ-
ing but not limited to pheasants,
grouse, waterfowl, squirrels,
deer or wild turkey in the fall
and spring. People can also par-
ticipate by taking someone
hunting who hasn’t hunted for a
few years.

Participation is simple: hunters
visit the DNR page on the
Pheasants Forever website
where they take the pledge.
After taking the pledge, hunters
are asked to take action by men-
toring a novice or returning
hunter during the 2022-23 sea-
son and snapping a picture or
short video of the hunting trip.
The last step is to submit con-
tact information, a story and a

photo or video on the submis-
sion page to be entered for prize
giveaways. All online entries
must be received by June 30,
2023.

The DNR has helpful informa-
tion for new hunters and expe-
rienced hunters who would like
to become mentors. To learn
more, visit the DNR hunting
mentor page at
www.dnr.state.mn.us/gohunt-
ing/take-friend-hunting.html

Resources for new hunters
The DNR has many helpful re-
sources for new hunters. As you
make your plan to take a friend
hunting, feel free to share these
resources with them.

Learn to hunt webpage
(www.dnr.state.mn.us/gohunt-
ing/index.html) View tips to get
started, hunter’s safety certifica-
tion info, how-to guides, places
to hunt and more.

Apprentice hunter validation
(www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ap
prentice/index.html) Did you
know a new hunter can try
hunting before they take
hunter’s safety? All they need is
their apprentice hunter valida-
tion, their license and a licensed

adult hunter with them.

Becoming an Outdoors Woman
program (www.dnr.state.mn.us/
education/bow/index.html) Join
us for a weekend workshop,
skills class or online webinar.
This is a great way for women
to gain new outdoors skills and
techniques.

Minnesota Outdoor Skills and

Stewardship webinars
(www.dnr.state.mn.us/fish-
wildlife/outreach/index.html)
Learn how to sharpen your out-
door skills with live weekly we-
binars, every Wednesday at
noon, and watch past webinars
to learn hunting tips from ex-
perts.

Forces join to create mentor program 

HEDLUND PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

• Septic & holding  
tank pumping

• Portable toilets 
& sewer cleaning

320-286-2368MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

320-274-5297
www.littlejimssports.com 

900 Elm St. Hwy 55 E. Annandale, MN 55302
Hours: Mon.- Sat. 6am-7pm • Sun 6am-6:00pm

Pheasants Forever and DNR working together on hunter recruitment

Remaining Deer Seasons
Archery Sept. 17 – Dec. 31

Firearms Nov. 5, with vari-
ous closing dates depend-
ing on a hunter’s DPA

Muzzleloader
Nov. 26 through Dec. 11

The deer hunting firearms season opens Saturday, Nov. 5 with various closing dates

depending on a hunter’s DPA. Muzzleloader season is Saturday, Nov. 26 through

Sunday, Dec. 11.

Helpful Hints for Mentors
• Found someone who’d like to try hunting? Plan your trip before you go.
• Identify what they want to get out of a hunting experience
• Determine what they are comfortable with before you go out
• Assess their skill sets and get in some practice time
• Help look into licensing and certifications
• Explain your thought process, keep it light and stay involved
• Respect their journey and reactions and follow up with them



Nature and Learn
Ney Nature Center is now offer-
ing classes for homeschool stu-
dents and any others that want
to join them in nature! Each
class is two hours long and will
allow students to build skills and
understanding of the natural
world. These classes are meant
for mixed age groups, 6- 13
years old.  

Creepy Crawlers - In this class,
homeschool students will learn
about spiders, worms, and all
other flightless insects. They will
explore where they come from
and what makes them creepy-
crawly. Students will learn this
through exploration of the natu-
ral world.

• Date: October 20th 

• Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 6-13

• Max participation: 20 kids, 11
and younger need to be accom-
panied by an adult.

Habitats - Habitats are the nat-
ural home for plants, animals,
and other living organisms, but
what makes each habitat
unique? In this class, home-
school students will discover the
who and why of the habitat of
Robert Ney Park.

• Date: November 17th 

• Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 6-13

• Max participation: 20 kids, 11
and younger need to be accom-

panied by an adult.

Cross Country Skiing
Learn the basics of Cross Country
Skiing including how to use your
poles, proper technique, and even
the best way to get back up when
you fall.

• Date: January 12

• Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 6-13

• Location: Robert Ney Park

Winter adventure through Ney
Park. Experience places within
the park that are only accessible
during the winter.

• Date: February 9

• Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 6-13

• Location: Robert Ney  Park

Migration
Ever wonder why some birds mi-
grate and others don't? This is a
great opportunity to learn about
migration of birds, their patterns,
and reasons.

• Date: March 9

• Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 6-13

• Location: Robert Ney Regional
Park

Little Naturalist
If you have a child that just can't
get enough outdoors, join the Lit-
tle Naturalist Program at the Na-
ture Center at Robert Ney
Regional Park in Maple Lake.
Each session will have a different
focus and will provide an oppor-
tunity for your "wild" child to get
outside and explore the opportu-
nities.

Little Brown Bats - For the little
naturalist in your home! Start the
morning at the Robert Ney Nature
Center for Storytime, followed by
nature play and crafts! This ses-
sion will be themed after the
small, flying insect eater, the Little
Brown Bat! This program is for
kids 1-5 years old and must be
accompanied by an adult.

• Date: October 26th

• Time: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 1-5 w/adult

• Max participation: 15

Black Bears – This session is for
the little naturalist in your home.
Start the morning at the Robert
Ney Nature Center for story time,
followed by nature play and
crafts. This session will be
themed after the black bear. This
program is for kids 1-5 years old
and must be accompanied by an
adult.

• Date: November 9th

• Time: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 1-5 w/adult

• Max participation: 15

Pinecone – This session is for the
little naturalist in your home. Start
the morning at the Robert Ney
Nature Center for story time, fol-
lowed by nature play and crafts.
This session will be themed after
pinecones. This program is for
kids 1-5 years old and must be
accompanied by an adult.

• Date: January 18

• Time: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 1-5 w/adult

• Max participation: 15

Cardinals – This session is for the
little naturalist in your home. Start
the morning at the Robert Ney
Nature Center for story time, fol-
lowed by nature play and crafts.
This session will be themed after
the bright red cardinals. This pro-
gram is for kids 1-5 years old and
must be accompanied by an
adult.

• Date: February 15

• Time: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 1-5 w/adult

• Max participation: 15

Clovers – This session is for the
little naturalist in your home. Start
the morning at the Robert Ney
Nature Center for story time, fol-
lowed by nature play and crafts.
This session will be themed after
clovers, just in time for St.
Patrick's Day. This program is for
kids 1-5 years old and must be
accompanied by an adult.

• Date: March 15

• Time: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Ages: 1-5 w/adult

• Max participation: 15

Dog Sledding with Silent Run
Adventures
Join Silent Run Adventures at Ney
Park to learn everything you need
to know about dog sledding. This
is a great opportunity to learn
from some of the best mushers
around. At the end of the presen-
tation, you will have a chance to
experience the thrill and excite-
ment of being pulled by a team of
Siberian Huskies around Ney

Park. At the end of your outing,
warm up with hot cocoa or cider.
Space is limited to 25 participants
per session.

Evening Mush
• Date: Friday, January 6th

• Times: 4-6 p.m. & 6:30-8:30
p.m.

• Who: All ages Welcome (Ages 5
& Under Free with Paid Adult) 

Daytime Mush
• Date: Saturday, January 7th

• Times: 8:30-10:30 a.m., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., & 2-4 p.m.

• Who: All ages Welcome (Ages 5
& Under Free with Paid Adult)

Women, Wine, & Winter
Spend the evening snowshoeing
under the stars on Bertram Chain
of Lakes, followed by a wine tast-
ing and charcuterie boards by the
fire in the chalet. The guided
snowshoe tour of the Bertram
Chain of Lakes will be about an
hour long. A local winery will be
providing the wine! You must be
21 plus to attend this event.

• Date: January 20th

• Location: Bertram Chain of
Lakes

• Time: 6 pm- 9 pm

• Ages: 21+

Lantern Ski
Visit Ney Park for a night of Cross-
Country Ski fun. The trails will be
groomed and lit with lanterns to
help guide you through the winter
wonderland of Ney Park. Inside
the Nature Center, there will be
sweet treats and warm drinks to
enjoy. Once you have your treats
and drinks, you can head outside
to sit by a fire and warm your toes.

• Dates: January 21st

• Times: 6-9 pm

• Location: Ney Park

• Who: All ages welcome

Woodworking for Wildlife
This is a program for the entire
family. You will have the opportu-
nity to build your birdhouse and
learn how to install and maintain
it—limit to two feeders per family.

• Dates: January 29th

• Time: 2 pm 

• Who: All Ages

• Max Participation: 25

• Location: Ney Park 

Moonlit Snowshoe
It’s time to discover winter’s won-
ders off the beaten path as we
venture to and through areas ac-
cessible only by snowshoe in win-
ter. This year we will be exploring
the winter wonders of the Bertram
Chain of Lakes! Either bring your
own snowshoes or reserve a pair
when you register.

• Date: February 4

• Time: 7-8:30 pm

• Who: 5 and up

• Max Participation: 15  

• Location: Bertram Chain of
Lakes Regional Park

Sweetheart Snowshoe
Spend the evening with your
sweetheart at Bertram Chain of
Lakes Park. The evening will start
with a catered dinner followed by
a guided snowshoe tour. There is
also the opportunity for six cou-
ples to choose the sweetheart
cabin package, which includes
dinner, a hike, and a one-night
stay at one of the park’s camper
cabins. The evening will end with
a dessert social at the chalet.

• Date: February 11th 

• Time: 6-9 pm

• Max Participation: 30

• Location: Bertram Chain of
Lakes Regional Park

www.annandale.mn.us

Motor Vehicle
Annandale City Hall

30 Cedar St. E., Annandale
8-4:30 Monday-Friday

Your Local Source for:
•License Tabs

•Vehicle Title Transfers

•Expeditied Titles

•DNR Registration 
& Regulations

•Notary Public

274-3284

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

OFFICE PHONE - Annandale  320-274-8216 •  Clearwater  320-558-2271 • Maple Lake 320-963-3163
E-MAIL - service@lakecentralbank.com • www.lakecentralbank.com

BANK ON THE GO.
GET OUR APP TODAY!

520 DIVISION STREET WEST
MAPLE LAKE

Monday-Friday:
7AM-5PM

320-963-2060

www.mmexpresssales.com
M-F: 8AM-5PM  • Sat: 8AM-12PM

“Serving ALL your car repair needs”

MAPLE LAKE: 

BUFFALO: 

BIG LAKE: 

BRAINERD: 

ST. CLOUD: 

Big Lake

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!

Need an Oil Change?
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Email us at treasurer@maplelakechamber.com
or call Kathy Hennen at 320-963-3612.
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Snowshoeing

Parks & Recreation 
offers fall and winter programs and activities

Wright County

By Brenda Erdahl 

Temperatures are falling, leaves are turning color, and soon winter will be upon us, but that doesn’t mean it’s time to
stop enjoying the great outdoors. Fall and winter is a great time to experience all that Wright County Parks & Recreation
has to offer. There are multiple programs and events for the whole family at Wright County’s many beautiful parks,

from learning about black bears to taking a dog sled ride. See below what is in store this fall and winter season. Registration
is required for all programs and can be done at https://wrightcountyparksandrec.perfectmind.com.

Nature and Learn

Cross Country Skiing

Bird Migration

Siberian Huskies

Day & evening dog sledding Adventures

Woodworking



THE COLUREING CONTEST SPONSOR THIS MONTH IS
HOMESTYLE COUNTRY CAFE

Drop Entries off at:
95 Elm St. E. • Hwy 55., Annandale • (320) 274-1404

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. • Sun. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

COLOR ME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SWEET PRIZE!
Color the drawing below and bring it to the CoLUREing sponsor of the month, HOMESTYLE COUNTRY CAFE for a chance to win a
$25 gift card to In Hot Water and a one year subscription to the Annandale Advocate! Extra copies of the picture are available at

any of the businesses listed on this page. Deadline to drop off picture is Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2022.
All ages welcome to enter. Colorings will be judged by the CoLUREing contest sponsor of the month. Winners will be notified by phone.

Name:                                                                           Age:                    Town:                                              Phone:
(_ _ _) _ _ _-_ _ _ _

E NTRY  I N F ORM AT ION  (Please fill in the information below to complete your entry into the COLUREING contest.)

H
Welcome

Country
Cafe

omestyle

NUMBER CRUNCHER
Find the missing numbers (1-9) in the puzzle below.

Solve the puzzle using the hints in gray.

Unscramb-Lure answer: 
Specials

Menu
Delicious

584

639

271

3

17

18

10

-2 -2 -6

(+)

( -)

ANSWERS

UNSCRAMBLURE
Unscramble the letters to determine the words.

P S L S E I A C

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E U M N

_ _ _ _

S L C D I O U E I

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

MORE  F UN !

CONGRATULATIONS 
COLURERS, YOU’VE WON!

M ARTH A  G R UN E W O LD
($25 Gift Card)

C A S E  K U MP U LA
(1-Year Subscription to the Advocate)

• Espresso
• Tea
• Slushies

• Sodas
• Scones 
• Cookies

320-274-6828
20 Cedar St. E, Annandale

InHotWaterCoffee.com

See us on Facebook
for updates & Events

Stop by for your breakfast
brew and a treat or two.

Laketown Dental

Family • Implant • Cosmetic • Orthodontics • Invisalign

www.laketowndental.com
Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow

300 Park St E, Annandale, MN 55302 
320-274-8555

• NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! •
• CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION •

274-5958 211 Elm Street W., Annandale

• Paynesville

• Buffalo 

• Monticello

MCDONALD’S

OF ANNANDALE

Phone 320-261-5216
10 Oak Ave. N • Annandale, MN 55302

Try our weaving
classes and other 

fun creative events!

~

              
~

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 

Madison, WI 53783 ©2020 017720 – 1/20 – 12163928 

   
    

Dream fearlessly with American Family Insurance. Contact me today.

With rewards for safe 
behavior that protects what
matters most, rather 
than penalties for what 
doesn’t go quite right. And
with the support you need, every step of the way. 
For your car. Your home. For your unique life.

  C

Alyssa Radisewitz Domagala, Agent
99 Oak Ave. N, Annandale
aradisew@amfam.com
Bus: (320) 274-5900
alyssadomagalaagency.com

A “TAKE SOME OF THE WORRY

OUT OF LIFE” POLICY

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
www. lakecentra lbank.com 
service@lakecentralbank.com

Maple Lake (320) 963-8000
Big Lake (763) 263-6000
Buffalo (763) 682-5252

Brainerd (218) 829-4699
St. Cloud (320) 251-7478

www.mmexpresssales.com

Annandale
320-274-8313

Maple Lake
320-963-2060

NNOW HIRING 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

T R U C K  M A T E  T O P P E R S

540 Elm St. E, Annandale, MN 320.274.3008
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m–5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appointment only

• Tonneau Covers
• Compustar Remote Starts
• WeatherTech Floor Liners

• Rock Tamer Mud Flaps
• Brush Guards
• Running Boards

www.truckmatetoppers.com

320-274-6181
Conveniently located between Annandale and Lake John on Cty Rd 38

Breakfast
Is Back
Sunday

Mornings
9-11:30 am 

New
Dessert
Menu!

Breakfast • Lunch

• Dine In Or Take Out 
• Homemade Soups

Daily
• Featuring Casual 

Dining
• Home Cooking  
• Homemade Pie

Broasted Chicken- 
Our Specialty

–OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK–
95 Elm St. East • Hwy 55 • Annandale, 274-1404

Hours: Mon-Sat 7 am-3 pm,
Sun 7 am-1 pm

H
Welcome

omestyleCountry
Cafe

Rick Seagraves, 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Waterfront & 
Residential
Specialist

Happy

New Year!
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LAKE

Calendar

14

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

54 3 

20

15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25 26

19

Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 11:30
a.m.

Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club Meet-
ing, 8p.m

• Lion’s Club Meets, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Maple Lake Teacher W.S. (No School)
• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m.

1 2 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

13

29 30 1

• Maple Lake’s Fall Craft Sale 9-2 p.m.

• Vikings @ Bills – Noon
• Pioneer Park Spaghetti Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Sunrise- 7:12 a.m.
Sunset- 4:48 p.m.

 

• Annandale/Maple Lake -Thanksgiving
Break (No School)

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF

LLC

The Maple Lake

Surprise someone special with

A Gift Subscription

www.MapleLakeMessenger.com
www.AnnandaleAdvocate.com

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

HELP HAS 
ARRIVED!

Cathy Marquette  &  Katie Payne 
Pet Groomers

M-F:     9am - 5pm   
Sat:      9am - 12pm
Sun:     Closed

––Make an Appointment ––

763-228-0614

–Located in Downtown Maple Lake @ 28 Birch Ave. South

NOW OPEN

.dez.
(763) 684
www .comCAA

4-3965 
zielHV m

RAFFLE TICKETS
If your organization needs raffle tickets, 

please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.

REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
218 Division Street West • Maple Lake

320.963.3813
www.mapleakemessenger.com

The Maple LakeAnnandale
320-274-2052

Maple Lake
320-963-3813

Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

nn Full Moon 
• Election Day
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake School- Late Start

• Legion Riders Club Meeting, 7 p.m. 

• Annandale Schools S.D.D (No School)
• South Haven Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m. 

n New Moon  

• Maple Lake School Board Meets, 7 p.m.
• Annandale City Council Meeting 7 p.m.  

• Thanksgiving Day
• Annandale/Maple Lake -No School
• Turkey Trot 5k Run- STMA Middle School

West, 8:00 a.m.
• Wild Turkey Wattle 5k Run and Kids Run
• Otsego Regional Park- 8:00 a.m.
• Vikings VS Patriots 7:20pm

• Vikings @ Washington – Noon
• Daylight Savings Time Ends
• Sunrise- 7:02 a.m.
• Sunset- 4:57 p.m. 

• Firearm Deer Opener (Season B)

• Veteran’s Day

• Maple Lake Chamber Meets, 11:30 a.m.
at Bethlehem United Church of Christ

• Firearms Deer Opener (Season A)
• Monticello Fall Craft Show, Monticello

Community Center 9-3p.m.

• Vikings VS  Cowboys – 3:25 a.m.
Sunrise- 7:21 a.m.
Sunset- 4:42 p.m. 

2 3

Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meeting, 7 p.m. 

2022

0949 
da

952.999.0949
Ada Dittberner

REALTOR®
fishMLS

realty

®

November

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Community Calendar Sponsors

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the

Lake Country 
Calendar!

Reach OUT to

16,000 
Local Residents
For less than .003¢ per
resident – Call 320-963-3813

Love your Community Find your Home

27 28

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES
Media Center, 7 p.m.

• Cyber Monday 
Sunrise: 7:30 a.m
Sunset: 4:37 p.m. 

• Small Business Saturday 
• Annandale Tree Lighting , 5 p.m. 

December
Calendar Published

Advertise in your Community Calendar
Update your space Monthly! Less Than $1.65 per day

$50ADVERTISE 
ALL YEAR
PER MONTH 

Call 320-963-3813

Liquor Store Closed

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!
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