
By Brenda Erdahl
At Solutions Plumbing & Mechan-

ical in Clearwater there are no prob-
lems, only solutions.  

That’s the philosophy of Owner and
Master Plumber Alex Evavold. That
doesn’t mean issues in the home won’t
arise, but when they do, the majority
will be mechanical. Fortunately,
Evavold is in a unique position to cor-
rect them. Not only is he a master
plumber with 10 plus years of experi-
ence in plumbing and HVAC under his
belt, he is also a licensed builder which
means he knows houses inside and out.  

“It’s about knowing how things
should be sealed when you do a pene-
tration through the house, how that
penetration should be properly flashed
with the siding and not just punctured
through and siliconed up. It’s about
knowing, when we’re on a rough in
with a new house or a remodel, what
structural members we can cut out and
not cut out and how to properly route
that. Basically, it’s about knowing how
a house is constructed from the ground
up to determine the best way to do the
work and make everything as efficient
as possible,” Evavold said.  

Positive thinking and hardworking,
Evavold graduated from St. Cloud
Technical College with a degree in
Plumbing and HVAC the same year he
graduated from Annandale High
School. He spent a year working in
Minot, North Dakota, coming home
only on weekends to see his family,
then put some more experience under
his belt at Purcell Plumbing and Heat-
ing in Monticello before settling down
at Precision Plumbing in St. Michael
where he worked for almost nine years.  

Tragedy struck in 2016 with the
passing of his father-in-law, Paul
Schermer who owned Paul Schermer
Construction. Determined to keep the
family business alive, Evavold decided
to pursue a general contracting license.
That was the beginning of CAP Cus-
tom Homes. But working full-time for
another plumbing business, plus over-

seeing the construction business after-
hours, with a wife and two small chil-
dren at home was too much for
Evavold so he decided to end his em-
ployment at Precision and open his
own plumbing and mechanical busi-
ness. Years ago, his father-in-law had
set him on the path to plumbing with
the conviction that plumbing, HVAC
and building homes go hand-in-hand.
Today, Evavold owns both CAP Cus-
tom Homes and Solutions Plumbing &
Mechanical. Now, being self-em-
ployed, he is available to run both com-
panies effectively throughout the day. 

“I remember I started the company
in the back seat of a truck in the middle
of South Dakota,” he said.  

It was during the thick of the pan-
demic and Evavold and some buddies
were heading home from a snowmo-
bile trip. He completed the paperwork
online, and submitted it then and there,
officially creating his new company
with the Secretary of State. The name

Solutions his Office Manager and
Mother-in-law Rhonda Schermer takes
credit for.  

“Alex is a glass-half-full kind of guy
and he’s always telling me ‘We don’t
have problems, we have solutions,’ so
I said that’s the name, Solutions Plumb-
ing & Mechanical,” Schermer said.  

Evavold chose the word mechanical

rather than heating to emphasis that the
Solutions crew can maintain, trou-
bleshoot and service all the mechanical
aspects in the house; boilers, heating
and cooling systems all fall under the
term mechanical, he said.  

Solutions will also install and serv-
ice water conditioning elements in the
home including water softeners, water
conditioners and reverse osmosis sys-
tems. According to Evavold, arsenics
and tannins are big issues right now,
and Solutions can test for both. Solu-
tions both sells and leases systems if
needed.  

A new service Solutions is offering

is leases on furnaces and water heaters.
For some, leasing is a better option than
buying, but to those who prefer to buy,
Solutions also offers in-house financing
for ease and convenience for the cus-
tomer.  

With just six employees, Solutions
Plumbing & Mechanical is small
enough to be personal, but big enough
to offer diversified services. Solutions

can tackle any project whether its com-
mercial or residential. Evavold’s crew
handles a lot of remodels and new con-
struction as well as services calls.  

Solutions Plumbing & Mechanical
is accredited with the Better Business
Bureau and is a part of the Central Min-
nesota Builders Association. For more
information and a detailed description
of services, visit www.solutionsplumb-
ingmech.com
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There are no problems Solutions Plumbing & Mechanical in Clearwater can’t fix. Pictured is Owner and Master Plumber Alex Evavold

and Office Manager Rhonda Schermer. 

Solutions Plumbing & Mechanical offers diversified services in both residential and commercial sec-

tors, from installations at new construction sites to maintenance and upkeep of existing components.

Solutions is small enough to be

personable, but large enough to

offer diverse services. Above,

Noah Alyas Masih is one of six

employees at Solutions. 

From left, Jack Fitzgerald and Ben Munson work at installing a sink

at a new construction in Annandale.
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Break a Board Earn your White Belt

By Brenda Erdahl
Minnesota Pioneer Park is

one of the largest “open-air”
living history museums in the
United States and it’s practi-
cally in our back yard. Lo-
cated on the east side of
Annandale just off Highway
55, the park is dedicated to
preserving pioneer heritage
with more than 20 historical
buildings that house an assort-
ment of artifacts specific in
many ways to Central Min-
nesota. 

The park is a destination
for visitors and students from
around the state, country and
even the world. It is open six
days a week for tours and of-
fers special events year-round.
As summer ramps up, so does
the fun at Pioneer Park. Check
out these summer-time events:  

Vintage Tractor Show 
Minnesota Pioneer Park

will host its fifth annual Vin-
tage Tractor show on June 10.
Local collectors are invited to
compete for trophies in several
categories including people’s
choice, best restoration, oldest
tractor, most original tractor
and longest distance. There

will be an exhibitor’s tractor
drive at 9:30 a.m., a tractor pa-
rade at 1:30 p.m. and plowing
following the parade. Lawn
and garden tractors and station-
ary engines are welcome. The
park’s historical buildings will
be open for viewing and food
will be available. There is a

gate admission for visitors.
Those exhibiting their tractors
get in free. 

Country Church Service
Enjoy a County Church

Service in a pioneer church
July 2 at 10 a.m. followed by
brunch in the Big Woods Mu-
seum. Free will donations ac-
cepted. 

Pickers Festival/Car Show
Take a trip back in time dur-

ing Minnesota Pioneer Park’s
10th annul Bluegrass Picker’s

Festival and third annual Col-
lector Car Show all on the
same day, July 8. Lay your
eyes on an assortment of clas-
sic and antique automobiles
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and enjoy
Bluegrass jam sessions
throughout the day. At 5:30
p.m. the Bluegrass Music
Show begins in the barn. Bring
your own lawn chair and enjoy
the music. Food will be avail-
able all day. 

Pork Chop Feed 
The park’s Pork Chop Feed

on August 13 is a fundraiser to
renovate the blacksmith shop.
Enjoy a meal of pork chops, po-
tato, coleslaw, a roll plus dessert
and beverage from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Home baked goods and
maple syrup will be for sale. Do-
nations are appreciated. 

Nobel Shadduck Festival
On September 16, Pioneer

Park will honor Nobel Shadduck

and early founders of the park
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will
be artisans, demonstrations,
music, family activities and
much more. The park’s 21 his-
torical buildings will also be
open for touring. 

As fall sets in, look for more
fun like the Fall Maple Syrup
Pancake Breakfast and Hal-
loween Spooktacular.

Minnesota Pioneer Park has a
proud history and looks forward
to an equally distinguished fu-
ture. Pioneer Park is open Me-
morial weekend to Labor Day,
Tuesday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekends
from noon to 4 p.m. Visit for a
self-guided tour or check out one
of their special events planned
for this year. For more informa-
tion visit their website at
www.pioneerpark.org, email pi-
oneerp@lakedalelink.net or call
320-274-8498. 

Take a ride at Pioneer Park’s Vintage Tractor show or enjoy pioneer reenactments

and demonstrations at multiple events this summer. 
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Pickleball
A court sport is sweeping the na-

tion, and it isn't tennis or basketball.
According to the Sports & Fitness In-
dustry Association, 4.8 million people
played pickleball in 2021, marking a
nearly 15 percent growth in the total
number of players from the year prior.

Data from the SFIA suggests pick-
leball is popular among people of all
ages. Total participation among play-
ers between ages six and 17 (21 per-
cent), 18 and 34 (29 percent) and 35
and 54 (20 percent) is significant, and
players 65 and older also are well rep-
resented (18 percent).

As the popularity of pickleball
grows, now is a great time to explore
the basics of this game that's become
a go-to pastime for so many people.

What is pickleball?
According to USA PickleballTM,

pickleball combines many elements
of tennis, badminton and ping-pong.
The game is played with a paddle and
a plastic ball with holes and can be
played both indoors and outdoors on

a badminton-sized court with a
slightly modified tennis net. Much
like tennis, pickleball can be played
in a singles (one-on-one) or doubles
(two-on-two) format.

How long has pickleball been played?
Despite a recent and meteoric

spike in popularity, pickleball has
been around since 1965. The brain-
child of three fathers from Bainbridge
Island (which is just a brief ferry ride
away from Seattle), the game was in-
vented as a means of entertaining
bored children. It has since evolved
from those roots and become a wildly
popular game across both the United
States and Canada, and the game has
even begun to spread into Europe and
Asia.

How is pickleball played?
An extensive list of the rules of

pickleball can be found at https://us-
apickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/of-
ficial-rules/rules-summary/. A game
is typically played to 11 points, and a
team must win by two. Tournament

games may be played to 15 or 21, and
a team must win by two.

Does pickleball utilize referees?
Recreational games of pickleball

can rely on the honor system much
like pick-up games of other sports do.
However, USA PickleballTM notes
that referees and line judges are im-
portant components of tournament
play. More information about becom-
ing a pickleball referee can be found
at https://usapickleball.org/get-in-
volved/pickleball-officiating/.

Why should I play pickleball?
Players enjoy the game of pickle-

ball for a multitude of reasons, includ-
ing the thrill of competition, the
chance to socialize and the opportu-
nity to exercise outside of a gym or
home fitness center. But many play
the game because they find it fun.

Pickleball has experienced a no-
table spike in popularity in recent
years. More information about the
game and how to get involved is
available at https://usapickleball.org.

Where can I play pickleball?
In Wright County there are several

parks and schools that offer pickle-
ball.

• The Monticello Community Cen-
ter has three indoor courts. The lines
are permanent, and portable nets are
available. A one-time fee is required
to play. Amenities include food and
restrooms. Reservations are not avail-
able. Open play is available during
scheduled times. View the gym
schedule online for details.

• The Bison Activity Center at Buf-
falo High School has eight outdoor

hard courts. You’ll have to create your
own lines and bring your own net.
Amenities include restrooms and
water. The courts are free.

•Town Center Park in St. Michael
features pickleball courts. The pickle-
ball courts are open from 7 a.m. to
dusk on a first come, first-served
basis. Pickleball rentals are available
at the library in City Hall during open
business hours. 

•Delano offers opportunities for
pickleball at its newly constructed
courts in Riverside/Art Walk Park.

Wright County has several public pickleball courts including at the

Monticello Community Center and Buffalo High School.

may be the new American pastime 

Enjoy the park’s many summertime programs
Pioneer Park

History comes alive at

The park’s Bluegrass Picker’s Festival and Collector

Car Show is July 8.
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By Brenda Erdahl
“It was amazing, like I can’t stop smiling

amazing,” said Peggy Marquette of her trip to
the Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul to take part
in the ordination Mass of Bishop Michael Izen.
“This is something that happens a few times in
life but not to someone you know personally.” 

Marquette and other St. Timothy Parish-
ioners joined more than 2,500 people at the
Cathedral earlier this spring to see Bishop Izen
ordained.

He isn’t the first St. Timothy priest to go on
to become a Bishop, appointed by none other
than the Pope himself, but he’s the only one
Marquette and others from St. Timothy’s in
Maple Lake can call a friend. 

Bishop Izen, who served at St. Timothy from
2007 to 2012, accepted his appointment as aux-
iliary bishop of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis to a standing room only crowd.
Archbishop Bernard Hebda remarked he had
never prayed for a larger Cathedral, but they
could have used one that day, Marquette said. 

It was hard for Marquette to describe the at-
mosphere other than simply joyful and maybe
a bit awe inspiring as close to 200 priests and
16 bishops all in their priestly attire processed
into the 108-year-old Cathedral. “They set aside
15 minutes for them all to process in,” Mar-
quette said. Among them were seven servers,
two of whom are seminarians from St. Timothy
Church - Marquette’s son Alex and Chris Yanta. 

Representatives of the churches Bishop Izen
served at in his 18 years as a priest of the arch-
diocese were present along with his home
parish of the Divine Mercy in Faribault. Despite
being gone from St. Timothy for 11 years,
Bishop Izen still knew everybody’s name, Mar-
quette said. In fact, it’s said he can remember
everybody’s name from every church and
school he’s ever served at. 

“He never forgets a name and that really
makes kids feel special. . . it makes the connec-
tion even stronger,” Marquette said. 

Marquette is a first-grade teacher at St. Tim-
othy School in Maple Lake and taught during
Bishop Izen’s service here. She remembers how
much he loved connecting with the students. 

He was at the school almost every day. At
lunch, the kids kept a spot open for him at every
table and he would go from table to table to
visit with them, she said. He played with them
during recess and on Friday’s he would come
and wave goodbye to them for the weekend. 

He is a very down-to-earth individual, who

isn’t afraid to crack a joke at your expense, but
in a kind way, and he always has a smile on his
face, Marquette said. 

“He is very joyful . . . one of those people
you just always want to be around.”

Bishop Izen left his mark on the parish and
the school during his time in Maple Lake. He
helped to lay the foundation to add 7th and 8th
grades to the then K-6 school, which has proved
to be very successful. He also started a program
that encourages students to write letters to sem-
inarians. That eventually played a part in Alex’s
journey to pursue the priesthood. 

“That (letter) is one part of his story,” said
Marquette who talked about a recent interview
her son did with The Catholic Spirit where he
recalled the letter and other Bishop Izen in-
spired events that led to his decision to become
a seminarian. In the article, Alex related an in-
cident in the third or fourth grade where Bishop

Izen asked during a school Mass who of them
wanted to be priests one day. In the article, Alex
described how something “stirred up” inside of
him to raise his hand. 

Soon after that, Alex became an alter server
for Bishop Izen. 

Alex is now in his second year of major sem-
inary. Yanta, who also served at Bishop Izen’s
ordination is a third year seminarian. God will-
ing, he will be ordained a deacon in the spring
and a priest next year, Marquette said.

Marquette called Bishop Izen’s ordination an
“amazing experience. It just left you with such
a good feeling. It was like going on a pilgrim-
age with so many priests and nuns gathered to-
gether. It was amazing to see the bigger church
gathered together.” 

For more articles like this one, subscribe to
the Maple Lake Messenger by calling 320-963-
3813 or emailing office@maplelakemessen-
ger.com.  Print and online versions available. 
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By Brenda Erdahl
The 2023 Maple Lake Area Community guide is almost here,

and the race is on for the best photo in town! The contest is open
to everyone, photo must be a picture taken in the Maple Lake area.  

Spend a morning or quiet evening with your camera and cap-
ture the perfect image of our beautiful community by July 1 and
your image could be on the front cover of this four-color, high
gloss community guide in 2023. 

Winners will be announced in the Maple Lake Messenger and
finalists will be recognized throughout the pages of this year’s
community guide.

Besides fame and bragging rights, the winning photo will earn
$100 in Business Bucks to spend at a local business of your choice. 

Please send digital images as large as possible to ads@maple-
lakemessenger.com. Be sure to include your name, phone number,
address, and a brief description of the picture. An 8x10 color print
may also be submitted if email is not an option. Feel free to use
the door mail slot to drop off your photo after hours. 

Remember, vertical photos fit the community guide’s cover
best. Now go grab your camera and show off what you got. 

Calling all photographers

Discover
yourC ommunity

inside
Local Foods Restaurants and More

Lakes, Recreation and Parks

Local Directory Listings

Community Events 

Yearly Activity Guide

Community GuideAREA

2022-2023

19years
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OFFICE PHONE: Annandale  320-274-8216    Clearwater  320-558-2271    Maple Lake 320-963-3163

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
www.lakecentralbank.com • service@lakecentralbank.com

Bank On The Go. 
Get Our App Today!

Enter your photo before

July 1st. Last year’s

Cover photo was taken

by Becky Potter of Maple

Lake.

ordination is “joyful” event

Bishop Izen smiles at a St. Timothy

parishioner as he processes into his or-

dination.

Bishop Izen 

The newly ordained Bishop Izen gives a blessing after his episcopal ordination

Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul last week. Pictured in the front row,

from left are St. Timothy Parishioners Tom and Judy Neumann and Peggy and

Kevin Marquette

From the pages of the Maple Lake Messenger. 
MapleLakeMessenger.com/subscribe

By Brenda Erdahl 
Garage sales are as much a part of summer as

barbecues and afternoons on the lake. They are
the inevitable conclusion of a month or more of
spring cleaning and de-cluttering so many go
through when the weather starts to warm. Fortu-
nately, one person’s garbage is another person’s
treasure and there is sure to be treasure found Sat-
urday, June 3 at the Maple Lake All City Garage
sale. 

Sponsored by the Maple Lake Chamber of
Commerce, this event annually features a multi-
tude of sales in practically every neighborhood in
and around Maple Lake and plenty of shoppers
show up too.

Bargain hunters will likely bump into some-
thing interesting just by driving around, but for
those who prefer to plan their trip, visit the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Facebook page to see a list of
sales in the area. 

The Chamber has asked participants to post
their garage sale advertisement including address,
sale times, detailed information on items for sale
and pictures if possible. Anticipating sellers won’t
post until the calendar gets a little closer to June
3rd, administrators advise bargain hunters check
the Chamber Facebook page often to get the jump
on the best sales. 

Every year as part of the all-city event, the
Bethlehem United Church of Christ hosts its own

indoor sale. This large event accepts donations of
all kinds including household goods, antiques,
collectibles, toys, dishes, and much more which
church volunteers then sell to earn proceeds to
benefit the church. There will also be water and
snacks for sale. The church opens its doors at 9
a.m. and will remain open until 3 p.m. The sale
will take place on two days, June 2nd and June
3rd at 400 County Road 37, Maple Lake. 

To keep current on local garage sales happen-
ing the weekend of June 3rd and throughout the
summer, visit the Maple Lake Messenger classi-
fied pages. To advertise your sale in the newspa-
per, call the Messenger office at 320-963-3813.

Uncover treasure at Maple Lake’s All City Garage Sale

The Maple Lake All City Garage sale

always has something interesting for

the bargain shopper. 
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We’d love to hear from you!
Email us at treasurer@maplelakechamber.com

or call Kathy Hennen at 320-963-3612
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Do you have an orginization or 
business in the Maple Lake Area?

PLUMBING, HEATING & AC, INC.

Three Generations, Licensed, Bonded, Insured • 715 Norway Dr., Annandale

WIRSBO IN FLOOR HEATING ~ HIGH EFFICIENCY BOILERS
TEMPSTAR HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

WATER HEATERS ~ WATER SOFTENERS
www.howardsplumbinginc.com • 274-8913 or 236-2102

Master Plumber License Marv, 058229-PM; Buck, 063048-PM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Since 1961
Marv & Buck

Howard, Owners

www.mmexpresssales.com
M-F: 8AM-5PM  • Sat: 8AM-12PM

MAPLE LAKE: 

BUFFALO: 

BIG LAKE: 

BRAINERD: 

ST. CLOUD: 

Big Lake

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!

520 DIVISION STREET WEST

MAPLE LAKE

Monday-Friday:
7AM-5PM

320-963-2060

“Serving ALL your car repair needs”

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

Need an Oil Change?
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

GAS   l GUNS   l GEAR
Guns & Archery

Hunting
Camping

Live Bait & Tackle 
Rods & Reels 

Fishing Licenses 
Groceries 

Snacks
Lottery   

& MORE!

Everything you need sold here!

607 HWY 55 • Maple Lake l 320-963-3818

Gun Department 
Sales AssociateNOW HIRING

Stop in and fill out an application, email your resume to
hr@melsoutdoors.com, or apply at

melsoutdoors.com/careers 

MORE DETAILS 
COMING SOON!

Fundraising Gala
AUGUST 18, 2023

5:30-7 pm: Social Hour
7 pm: Dinner & 
           Guest Speaker

Tickets
Call or email Elsa Niska
320.416.0255 
Elsa.Niska@ahcsmn.org

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

M ultiple programs and
events for the whole
family are available

at Wright County’s many beau-
tiful parks this summer, Pre-reg-
istration is required to guarantee
a spot. To register, call (763)
684-2387. 

Youth programs
Little Naturalist – Designed

for kids ages 3-5, but partici-
pants can be younger. The pro-
grams will be from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. at the Robert Ney
Nature Center in Maple Lake.
The events start with story time,
followed by nature play and
crafts. Each session will have a
different nature theme. The cost
is $5 per child. An adult must
accompany each child. Here is
the summer schedule: Wednes-
day, June 14 – Monarchs;
Wednesday, July 19 – Mam-
mals; Wednesday, Aug. 16 –
Swans.

Nature & Learn Day Camps 
– Lifelong memories are made
at summer camp. The Nature &
Learn Day Camps are designed
for children ages 6-12. Each day
camp runs from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. and the cost is $25 per
child. Each camp will let kids
discover nature through crafts,
games, science experiments and

more. The schedule for the sum-
mer is as follows: Thursday,
June 22 – Pollinators at Otsego
County Park; Thursday, July 20
– Tremendous Trees at Robert
Ney Nature Center; Thursday,
Aug. 17 – Marvelous Mammals
at Collinwood County Park.

To register for any of the
youth programs, call (763) 684-
2387. Pre-registration is needed
to assure your spot.

Adult & family programs 
Ney Nature Day – The

fourth Saturday of each month
this summer, the Robert Ney
Nature Center will be open to
the public for free Ney Nature
Days. Spend time bird watching
or exploring the trails. Each Ney
Nature Day will have an envi-
ronmental speaker, nature
packs, self-led scavenger hunts
and more. The events run from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., all are wel-
come. The Saturdays the Ney
Nature Days are offered are
June 24, July 22 and Aug. 26.

Family Adventure Camp-
ing – An introductory family
camping experience at Beebe
Lake Regional Park where par-
ticipants will learn all the basics
of camping. Topics include
what gear is best to invest in,
setup and takedown of a camp-

site and camp cooking such as
campfire pancakes. Activities
include kayaking, compass
skills, plant identification and
many more family fun activi-
ties. All you need to bring is
bedding. We will provide the
rest! Each family will get a six-
person tent, cookware, sleeping
pads and a lantern. The event
will be held from 5 p.m. Friday,
June 14 to 1 p.m. Saturday, July
15. The cost is $60 per family.

Family Nature Nights –
Enjoy an evening exploring na-
ture with friends and family. Ex-
plore our beautiful trails, go
stargazing and learn more about
Minnesota wildlife. This event
is open to all ages. The cost is $5
per family. Here is the FNN
event schedule: 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. Saturday, July 8 – Animal
pelts at Collinwood County
Park; 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day, July 29 – Evening hike at
Bertram Chain of Lakes Park;
8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday
Aug. 26 – Stargazing at
Schroeder Park Campground.

Lunch with a Naturalist –
Have lunch at Robert Ney Na-
ture Center with a local Natural-
ist. Bring your lunch to eat in the
Nature Center and be joined by
an environmental expert. Each
program includes time to eat
lunch inside the Nature Center,
a short presentation and time
outside. The program will run
from noon to 1:30 p.m. Mon-
day, July 24 and Monday, Aug.
28. The cost is $5 for adults and
children get in free.

Fly Fishing MN Trout –
Minnesota Trout Unlimited is
excited to partner with Wright

County Parks & Rec to provide
fly fishing programs this sum-
mer. Join us at Fairhaven Mill
County Park for a few hours of
fun, learning and meeting other
anglers. The program will teach
the basics of fly fishing. Learn
different types of equipment and
files used, set up a rod, cast like
a pro and how to take fish off
your hook. The cost is $8 per
person and requirements are to

be ages 10+ at Fairhaven Mill
Park from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 22.

Women, Wine, Water –
Spend an evening kayaking fol-
lowed by a wine tasting and
charcuterie boards at sunset.
The event costs $28 per person
ages 21+ from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 25 at Bertram
Chain of Lakes Park. The
guided kayak tour will take ap-
proximately one hour. A local
winery will provide the wine. 

Get active this summer at 

Wright County Parks

Minnesota Trout Unlim-

ited and Wright County

Parks & Rec are offering

fly fishing programs this

summer at Fairhaven Mill

Saturday, July 22. 

Introduce the family to camping June 14-15 at Wright County Parks & Rec’s Family Adventure: Overnight

Camping program at  Beebe Lake Regional Park. Check out the youth programs at Robert Ney Park in Maple

Lake with the little naturalist in your home. 

By Tom Westman
Annandale’s Summer Concert Series returns to the Annandale
Municipal Park this summer with five bands Friday nights in
June, July and August. Bring your lawn chair or blanket, relax
and enjoy great music on the shores of Pleasant Lake. The con-
certs are free and begin at 7 p.m. If it rains, the shows will
move into the park pavilion.

The Dollipops, June 9
Get ready to sing, dance and laugh with the engaging, high-

energy, highly interactive kids’ show – The Dollipops! Dolli and
Pop are sisters who have traveled from Sweet Tart City to bring
you on a magical and musical road trip that will surely get kids
(and their parents) moving, grooving, and making memories. 

The Dollipops are professional entertainers who have spent
years singing and dancing nationwide. These confident ladies
help families create memories at a time when clean, kid-friendly
entertainment is hard to find. 

The Tuxedo Band, June 16
The Tuxedo Band is a premier Twin Cities cover band pro-

viding an entertaining performance packed with songs from the
past six decades and today. The Tuxedo Band is the Twin Cities’
longest-running cover band of classic and contemporary rock,
pop and country music. Multi-talented musicians and singers, the
six-piece band delivers superb harmonies, great music and mem-
orable moments. 

The Castaways, July 7
Best remembered for their 1965 garage rock song “Liar-Liar,”

The Castaways provide an exciting show with great sound and
lights, from community concerts, fairs and festivals, country
clubs, and wedding receptions. The band features a versatile song
list and plays the hits from artists like Bruce Springsteen, Elvis,
Buddy Holly, the Beatles, Beach Boys, Johnny Cash and Neil
Diamond.The Castaways put on a show for all ages, with lots of
audience interaction. From their famous hula-hoop contest to au-
dience sing-a-longs, you will surely be entertained .

Wondercure, July 21
Wondercure is an Eden Prairie-Twin Cities based classic yacht

rock band. They have played the Twin Cities off and on for more
than 20 years. Come and enjoy all your favorites on a Friday
night.

Traveled Ground, Aug. 4
Traveled Ground, Waconia, is a combination of folk, blues,

jazz and roots rock.  Traveled Ground has released six full length
albums and are planning on their seventh release this summer.
Led by multi- instrumentalist Clark Machtemes, their brand of
story driven songs, sense of song craft and arsenal of instruments
have led to national radio play, commercial jingles and songwriter
showcases across the country.

The Tuxedo Band, above, and four other groups will

be performing  this summer on Friday nights in June,

July and August at the Annandale Municipal Park.

Concert series begins in June
ANNANDALE



NUMBER CRUNCHER
Find the missing numbers (1-9) in the puzzle below.

Solve the puzzle using the hints in gray.

Unscramb-Lure answer: 
Diamond
Necklace

Gold

678

359

412

5

21

17

7

-1 1 -3

(+)

(-)

ANSWERS

UNSCRAMBLURE
Unscramble the letters to determine the words.

A D M D I O N

_ _ _ _ _ _ _

E N A C K E C L

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

L D G O

_ _ _ _

MORE  F UN !

CONGRATULATIONS 
COLURERS, YOU’VE WON!

C A LD ER  B R I CK  
($25 Gift Card)

H UNT ER  ST I N E
(1-Year Subscription to the Advocate)

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
www. lakecentra lbank.com 
service@lakecentralbank.com

We cater for 
ALL Occasions!!!

Open 7 Days a Week:
8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Hwy. 55 • Annandale
320.274.7100

• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Reunions
• Graduation Parties
• And More...

Breakfast • Lunch

• Dine In Or Take Out 
• Homemade Soups

Daily
• Featuring Casual 

Dining
• Home Cooking  
• Homemade Pie

Broasted Chicken- 
Our Specialty

–OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK–
95 Elm St. East • Hwy 55 • Annandale, 274-1404

Hours: Mon-Sat 7 am-3 pm,
Sun 7 am-1 pm

H
Welcome

omestyleCountry
Cafe

~

              
~

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 

Madison, WI 53783 ©2020 017720 – 1/20 – 12163928 

   
    

Dream fearlessly with American Family Insurance. Contact me today.

With rewards for safe 
behavior that protects what
matters most, rather 
than penalties for what 
doesn’t go quite right. And
with the support you need, every step of the way. 
For your car. Your home. For your unique life.

  C

Alyssa Radisewitz Domagala, Agent
99 Oak Ave. N, Annandale
aradisew@amfam.com
Bus: (320) 274-5900
alyssadomagalaagency.com

A “TAKE SOME OF THE WORRY

OUT OF LIFE” POLICY

T R U C K  M A T E  T O P P E R S

540 Elm St. E, Annandale, MN 320.274.3008
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m–5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appointment only

• Tonneau Covers
• Compustar Remote Starts
• WeatherTech Floor Liners

• Rock Tamer Mud Flaps
• Brush Guards
• Running Boards

www.truckmatetoppers.com

David C. Burd, Agent

10 Oak Ave. S

Annandale MN 55302-0306

Bus: 320-274-3185

www.davidcburd.com

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Great home &
auto rates for
any budget.

274-5958 211 Elm Street W., Annandale

• Paynesville

• Buffalo 

• Monticello

MCDONALD’S

OF ANNANDALE

320-274-3052 
Downtown, Main St., Annandale

www.annandaleadvocate.com

YOURCOMMUNITY,YOURNEWSPAPER,
YOURLIFE!

• Espresso
• Tea
• Slushies

• Sodas
• Scones 
• Cookies

320-274-6828
20 Cedar St. E, Annandale

InHotWaterCoffee.com

See us on Facebook
for updates & Events

Stop by for your breakfast
brew and a treat or two.

BRIDAL  FASHION  DIAMONDS
CUSTOM DESIGN ON-SITE REPAIR

Open Tues-Sat
Downtown Annandale

www.millers-jewelry.com

Laketown Dental

Family • Implant • Cosmetic • Orthodontics • Invisalign

www.laketowndental.com
Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow

300 Park St E, Annandale, MN 55302 
320-274-8555

• NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! •
• CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION •

COLOR ME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SWEET PRIZE!
Color the drawing below and bring it to the CoLUREing sponsor of the month MILLER’S JEWELRY for a chance to win a
$25 gift card to Sweet Escape and a one year subscription to the Annandale Advocate! Extra copies of the picture are

available at any of the businesses listed on this page. Deadline to drop off picture is Wednesday, June 21, 2023.
All ages welcome to enter. Colorings will be judged by the CoLUREing contest sponsor of the month. Winners will be notified by phone.

Name:                                                                           Age:                    Town:                                              Phone:
(_ _ _) _ _ _-_ _ _ _

E NTRY  I N F ORM AT ION  (Please fill in the information below to complete your entry into the COLUREING contest.)

THE COLUREING CONTEST SPONSOR THIS MONTH IS
MILLER’S JEWELRY

Drop Entries off at:
86 Oak Ave N, Annandale, MN 55302

(320) 274-5313

Hours: Tues.–.Fri.. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

JUNE 2023                                                                                                              PAGE 5
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Calendar

10

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

16

11 12 13 17

17 18 19 20 21 22

15
Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

• Passover Begins
• Legion Riders Club at  Legion Club, 7 p.m
nn Full MoonMaundy Thursday• Classes Resume, Maple Lake Schools

9

25 26 27 

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

.dez.
(763) 684
www .comCAA

4-3965 
zielHV m

RAFFLE TICKETS
If your organization needs raffle tickets, 

please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.

REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
218 Division Street West • Maple Lake

320.963.3813
www.mapleakemessenger.com

The Maple LakeAnnandale
320-274-2052

Maple Lake
320-963-3813

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start
• Fire Safety Training Classroom Day, South

Haven City Hall, 6-8:30 p.m.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m
• South Haven City Council Meets, 6:30 p.m
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Tax Day

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m.  

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m

• Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the Maple
Lake Legion, 7 p.m.

• Turkey Hunt B Season Open Through
April 25

• Good Friday- No School Maple Lake &
Annandale Schools 

28

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at the

Legion Club
• Passover Ends

2023

0949 
da

952.999.0949
Ada Dittberner

REALTOR ®
fishMLS

realty

®

• Administrative Professional’s Day

June

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club
Meets, 7 pm

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
• Turkey Hunt A Season Open Thru April 18

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Community Calendar Sponsors

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the

Lake Country 
Calendar!

Love your Community Find your Home

24

Advertise in your Community Calendar
Update your space Monthly! Less Than $1.65 per day

$50ADVERTISE 
ALL YEAR
PER MONTH 

Call 320-963-3813

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES
Media Center, 7 p.m

• Wright County Snowmobile Association
Meets - American Legion, 7:30 pm

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

June 18th
is Father’s Day

12

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

18

13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23 24

17

• Maple Lake Chamber Meets, 12 p.m. at
Bethlehem UCC

• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Buffalo, 7 p.m.

• Lion’s Club Meets, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at

the Legion Club
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library Park-

ing Lot, 3:30-7 p.m.

• Fireworks on Buffalo Lake, 10 p.m
• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Litchfield, 7 p.m
• Winstock Music Festival, Winsted, 16-18
• Concert in the Park: The Tuxedo Band at An-

nandale Municipal Park 7 p.m.

• Last Day of Classes, Maple Lake
• Maple Lake Commencement , 8 p.m.

11

27 28 29

• Annandale Farmer Market, City Hall, 8-12
• Monticello’s Walk & Roll, Park Barn, 9 am
• Albertville Friendly City Days Run, (TBD)
• Antique Tractor Show, Minnesota Pioneer

Park, 8-5 p.m.

• Buffalo Days June 11-18
• Fly-in Breakfast at Buffalo Airport, 7:30

a.m.- 12 p.m.
• Car Show, Buffalo Airport, 10-2 p.m.

 

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

RAFFLE TICKETS
If your organization needs raffle tickets, 

please give us a call!
Tickets can be numbered, perforated, put in
books, specially designed, variety of colors.

REASONABLY PRICED • FINISHED QUICKLY
218 Division Street West • Maple Lake

320.963.3813
www.mapleakemessenger.com

The Maple LakeAnnandale
320-274-2052

Maple Lake
320-963-3813

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at

the Legion Club

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start

• Legion Riders at The Legion Club, 7 p.m
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library Park-

ing Lot, 3:30-7 p.m.
• Chamber Scholarship Golf Scramble,

Wild Marsh Golf Course, 9 a.m.

• Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library Park-
ing Lot, 3:30-7 p.m. 

• Annandale City Council Meeting, City
Hall, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7 p.m

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library Park-
ing Lot, 3:30-7 p.m.

• Buffalo Rodeo, 6/22-6/24
• Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the Maple

Lake Legion, 7 p.m. 

• Buffalo Triathlon, Griffing Park, 9 a.m.
nn Full Moon 
Sunrise- 5:32 a.m.
Sunset- 8:59 p.m

• Concert in the Park: The Dollipops at An-
nandale Municipal Park 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Lakers vs. St. Wendel, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake All City Garage Sales
• Delano Sculpture Park, Singleton St.

30

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library Parking

Lot, 3:30-7 p.m.

949 
da

952.999.0949
Ada Dittberner

REALTOR ®
fishMLS

realty

®

• Southbrook Golf Tournament, 1 p.m.
• Flag Day
• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club

Meeting, 7 p.m
• Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 11:30

a.m.
• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Hutchinson, 7 p.m.
• Buffalo Days Carnival, Sturges Park, 6/14-

6/18

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Community Calendar Sponsors

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the

Lake Country 
Calendar!

Reach OUT to

16,000 
Local Residents
For less than .003¢ per
resident – Call 320-963-3813

26

• Annandale Farmer Market, City Hall, 8-12
• Annandale Chamber Chili Cook Off 

Advertise in your Community Calendar
Update your space Monthly! Less Than $1.65 per day

$50ADVERTISE 
ALL YEAR
PER MONTH 

Call 320-963-3813

• Juneteenth

• Wright County Snowmobile Association
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunrise- 5:31 a.m.
Sunset- 9:08 p.m.

1 2 3

25

JULY
Calendar Published

• Annandale Farmer Market, City Hall, 8-12
• Kid’s Fishing Klinic, Sturges Park 9:30-

1:30 p.m.
• Buffalo Days Parade, 6 p.m.

Father’s Day
• Annandale Paintball “Sunday Chal-

lenge”, 9 a.m.
• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Cokato, 7 p.m.
Sunrise- 5:29 a.m.
Sunset- 9:07 p.m.

320-274-2052 320-963-3813

The Maple Lake
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