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A FREE Maple Lake Chamber Event

By Brenda Erdahl 
Maple Lake will be a gear head’s dream 

this weekend as 1,400 plus shiny hot 
rods, collector cars, rusty re-models and 
motorcycles of all eras roll into town for 
the annual Gear-Head Get Together and a 
highlight of this year’s event is the Power-
house Mobil Dyno. 

Find out if your vehicle is the biggest 
and the fastest with a pull on the portable 
dynamometer or “dyno” for short. Two 
pulls for $70 will measure the torque and 
RPM of your vehicle, plus you’ll get a 
printout of your car’s performance. 

“It will be a huge draw,” Gear Head 
Organizer Scott Chantland predicted. 

The Dyno can run at 200 mph, 2,000 
horsepower all day long, which means 
it can handle big cars and a lot of them. 
That’s fortunate because the Dyno will 
be available at Gear Head all day long. In 
between pulls, owners are allowed to make 
quick adjustments to get their most out of 
their engines, Chantland said. Individuals 
can schedule their time slots directly with 
the Dyno operators on site. 

Admired for its no plaques, no trophies 
philosophy the Get Together is all about 
the basics, namely the cars and the gear 
heads who can stand around all day and 
talk about them. It’s become so popular in 
its 12 years, the tiny little town of Maple 
Lake has started to look a bit like the state 
fair every third Saturday in August. Orga-
nizers said Gear Head could be the biggest 
one-day car show in the state. 

“People fl y in from other states just 
to be here. It’s kind of become like a big 

reunion for people too. I’m always hearing 
stories about how someone ran into some-
one they hadn’t seen in years,” Chantland 
said. 

Despite the crowds, Gear Head is able 
to run like a well-oiled machine thanks to 
volunteers, namely the Knights of Colum-
bus who arrive to direct traffi c. To keep the 
congestion to a minimum downtown, this 
year a shuttle service will be available to 

spectators. The buses will pick up in the 
public-school parking lot on Highway 55 
and drop off at Star Street in the heart of 
the festival. The local M&M Bus Service 
will provide two buses and one will be 
handicapped accessible. The idea, Chant-
land said, is to assist people so they don’t 
have to walk so far from where they park 
to the festivities. 

2023 Special Guest: 
Powerhouse Mobil Dyno 

Maple Lake is a gear head’s dream

- Continued on page 14 -

Saturday, August 19, 2023Est. 2011
The Offi cial Publication of the Gear-Head Get Together

Flying the Classics
Local pilot keeps past alive 
with vintage airplanes.

It’s a Small World
Retired machinist fi nds joy 
building miniature engines.
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Charlene Wurm
Realtor| MN

charlene.wurm@cbburnet.com
www.CharleneWurm.com 

612-759-0631
Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.

AMERICAN LEGION CLUB
Post 131 • Maple Lake• 320-963-3911

Open to Public • (Please sign our guest book)

VISIT OUR OUTDOOR 
BEER GARDEN AND FOOD STAND!

Meat Raffles: Friday Night at 5:30PM
Sundays During Viking Games

LOTTERY 
TICKETS
AVAILABLE!

BINGO
Tuesdays 

at 6:30PM

Welome to Maple Lake Gear-Heads

Food 
& Drinks 

Served 
ALL DAY! 

GAMBLING LICENSE # 00623

Welome to Maple Lake Gear-Heads

THE 12TH ANNUAL GEAR-HEAD GET TOGETHER IS HERE. This years special 
guest is Powerhouse Mobil Dyno. Schedule your time slot with Dyno operators on 
site and fi nd out the torque and RPM of your vehicle. Two pulls will cost $70, a print 
out of your car’s performance is included. 

SWAP MEET

Rat Rod Lincoln    
Kevin Lehse’s Rat Rod Lincoln 
is featured on this year’s offi cial 
Gear-Head Get Together shirt 
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Music All Day
The Star Chiefs and Pull Start 
Diesel on the Main Stage.  
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Starting at $25 per hour
Hiring Drivers

Apply Online www.TrailblazerTransit.com

– EARN SOME MONEY – 
BY SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY WITH

As a public transit driver, you will have a huge impact on people’s lives.  So come and join our team! 
Become a professional transit driver and make a difference!

HIRING ALL 
SHIFTS IN 
BUFFALO
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•  It is a criminal offense to drive a dirty car in Russia.
•  In Denmark, you must check for people under your car before setting off.
•  In Pennsylvania while driving a country road at night you must stop every mile, 

send up a fl are and wait 10 minutes for livestock to be cleared from the road.
•  An antiquated law in Memphis and New Orleans states a man with fl ag must 

walk in front of women drivers.
•  In Alabama it is illegal to drive while blindfolded.
•  In Alaska it is illegal to tie a dog to the roof of a vehicle.
•  In Tennessee it’s unlawful to shoot an animal from your car unless it is a whale.
•  In California it is illegal to jump from cars travelling over 65 mph. 
•  In Little Rock, Arkansas it is illegal to honk your car horn anywhere that serves 

cold drinks or sandwiches after 9 p.m.
•  In California it is illegal for women to drive in a housecoat. 
•  In Denver, Colorado it is illegal to drive a black car on a Sunday. 
•  In Florida you must feed the parking meter if you tie an elephant, goat or alliga-

tor to it. 
•  In Georgia it is illegal to drive through a playground.
•  In Illinois it is illegal to drive a car without a steering wheel. 
•  In Massachusetts you cannot drive with a gorilla in the 

backseat. 
•  In Rockville, it is against the law to swear from a vehicle. 
•  In New Hampshire it is illegal to inhale bus fumes with the 

intent of “inducing euphoria.” 
•  In North Carolina it is illegal to drive through a cemetery if 

you are not there to dig a grave or bury someone.
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Maple Lake...
A prou d past and a bright futur e!

City Council Meetings held on the fi rst and third Tuesday of the month
* * *  ADDITIONAL MEETINGS AS NEEDED * * *  

City Services
• Garbage pick-up: every Tuesday
• Recycling pick-up: every other Tues. 

• Water & Sewer: Contact City Hall

Maple Lake Wine & Spirits
Municipally Owned
(320) 963-3715 - 901 State Hwy. 55 E
Where profi ts pour back into the community!

Emergency Notifi cation
NEW notifi cation system CivicReady will be 
launched in August 2023. Please watch for 
information in your mail and the City of Maple 
Lake website. 

Utilities
Electricity 

Wright-Hennepin Co-op (320) 963-3131
 Xcel Energy (800) 895-4999
Telephone - Cable: 

Charter            (800) 581-0081
 Windstream            (320) 274-8201  
Gas: 
CenterPoint Energy           (800) 245-2377

Parking Restrictions
Nov. 1st to April 1st
No Parking on streets between 1 a.m. and 7 a.m.,
or until street is plowed from curb to curb.

Visit us online at  www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us

   City of

10 Maple Avenue South
P.O. Box 757
Maple Lake, MN 55358-0757

City Hall 320-963-3611
Fax: 320-963-6612

CITY HALL OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday: 7 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Maintenance 320-963-3738
MAINTENANCE HOURS

Monday - Thursday: 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday 6:30 a.m -10-30 a.m

The Production Team:
Michele Pawlenty  Publisher/Copy Editor
Don Dittberner    Project Editor
Brenda Erdahl           Copy Editor/Staff Writer 
Amanda Menden          Copy Editor 
Nick Pawlenty  Ad Sales

Summer 2023
A Supplement to

Maple Lake Messenger & 
 Annandale AdvocateAZETTE

Gear-Head Gazette_______________
218 Division Street West
PO Box 817
Maple Lake MN 55358
320-963-3813

The Star Chiefs
10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

The Star Chiefs are new to the Gear-
Head stage this year. They play tradition-
al rockabilly music heavily infl uenced by 
all-time greats like Elvis Presley, Buddy 
Holly, Carl Perkins, Stray Cats, Johnny 
Cash and more. They have been playing 
this authentic American music around 
the Twin Cities since 2010. They have 
been called family friendly yet rockin’ 
and rebellious – a good time for all.

Pullstart Diesel is no stranger to the Gear-Head Get Together. They have 
graced the main stage with their music for multiple years. This local country 
rock band plays a mix of original and cover bands and always provides the 
perfect soundtrack for an afternoon at the car show.

Pullstart Diesel
2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Music All Day on the Main Stage



By Brenda Erdahl

S
ummer is wrapping up but there are still 
opportunities to take in a car show in 
Minnesota. Whether you are looking for 
something close by or are willing to trav-

el, there is plenty for you gear-heads. 

Classics by the Lake
Takes place Sept. 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

in Buff alo. Wheels roll in from all over the state 
to this scenic event on the shores of Buff alo 
Lake. Come for the classic and tricked out cars 
and stay for the food and beverages. 

Heart of the Lakes Cruise 
The second Friday of the month through 

September in downtown Annandale. Bring your 
favorite classic and cruise the city streets. The 
last cruise of theyear is Sept. 8 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
This is a free event, but a donation to the local 
food shelf is appreciated. 

Cruise, Brews & ‘Que Fundraiser 
 August 26 at the Buff alo Community & Arts 

Center from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Hayes Public 
House presents this third annual event that 
includes craft beer, award winning BBQ, live 
rockabilly music, dancing, and pinup contest. 
There is a $10 registration for the car show. 
Cars, trucks, and cycles built before 1978 are 
welcome. This event is free to attend.

Pantowners Car Show & Swap Meet 
Aug. 20, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Benton 

County Fairgrounds in Sauk Rapids. One of 
Minnesota’s largest one day shows, see the 
Pan automobile that was built in St. Cloud from 
1917 to 1924. See classics, customs, motorcy-
cles and more. The event also features a swap 
meet, indoor arts and crafts, a used car corral, 
food vendors, indoor displays of Pan Cars, Cal-
endar Cars, and live music by Robby Vee.

Historic Hastings Car Show 
Show takes place the third Sunday of every 

month through September from 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. for classic cars, piped in music and great 
food. Upcoming events are as follows: Sun-
day, Aug. 20, Sunday, Sept. 17 and Sunday, 
Oct. 8. The show is limited to classic cars and 
trucks from 1985 and older, motorcycles are 
not allowed at this time. Gates open for display 
cars at 10 a.m.  

Cars and Caves Car Show 
Shows held the last Saturday of the month 

through September from 9 a.m.–1 p.m at the 
Chanhassen AutoPlex. Cars and Caves invite 
all exotic, classic, and collector car owners to 
drive in and show their cars. Upcoming dates: 
August 26th- British – MG, Mini, Aston, Jag, 
McLaren; September 30th – German – Audi, 
BMW, Mercedes, Porsche, VW.

The Henderson Classic Car Roll-in 
This show draws more than 150 classic 

cars and motorcycles every Tuesday night from 
mid-May to late September. The event takes 
place downtown Henderson where there are 
also food vendors and a farmers’ market. 

North Country Hillbillys Car and Truck Show
Saturday, Sept. 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 

Heidelberger Farm Equipment LLC on High-
way 70 in Pine City. Enjoy a Valve Cover Race, 
Burnout Contest, Muffl  er Rap Contest, and 
Kids’ Tent. Entry is free but participants and 
spectators are encouraged to bring a non-per-
ishable food item for the local food shelf.

The Detroit Lakes Cruise DL Nights 
Take place every second Wednesday of the 

month from June through September. More 
than 200 cars gather for a mile-long cruise 
along the famous West Lake Drive in Detroit 
Lakes. Stop by one of the lakeside restaurants 
for a bite to eat and enjoy the view of classic 
cars parked along the beach. 

Heidelberg Community Day
 Held the second Sunday in September in 

Heidelberg, which is just six miles southwest of 
New Prague. 

Enjoy a classic car show, vendors, food, 
drinks, and infl atables for the kids from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
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www.cedarlakeeng.com
500 Congress Street West

LOCALLY OWNED &  OPERATED SINCE 1980

320-526-1259

Metal Stamping, 
Metal Fabrication, 
and Laser Cutting

Buffalo Ford

www.morriesbuffaloford.com

702 Hwy 55, Buffalo, MN 55313

612-426-5494

HOURS:    Friday - Saturday    9 AM–6 PM    l     Monday - Thursday    9 AM–8 PM     

Minnesota has a lot to off er Gear-Heads!

The Larson Brothers Rat Rods can be seen cruising the Lakes country area from Perham to Detroit Lakes. You may 
catch them on the second Wednesday of the month through September at the Detroit Lakes Cruise DL Nights. 
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Donations accepted now thru

September 11th

Maple Lake Fire Department Annual Fundraising Event is here!

Silent Auction
Maple Lake Fire Department

August 23rd - September 10th

320.963.3715 
 Next to Cenex in Maple Lake • 901 State Hwy. 55 East

Mon-Thur:  9 am - 9 pm       l    Fri- Sat:  9 am - 10 pm       l     Sun: 11 am - 4 pm

   Com ing Soon !

LOOK FOR DETAILS AT MAPLE LAKE WINE & SPIRITS

100% 
of proceeds go to

Maple Lake
Fire Department

www.c i .m ap le- lake. mn. us/w i nespir i ts   

Drop of monetary donations at Maple Lake Wine & Spirits 

By Brenda Erdahl

S ome people collect rocks, others colored 
glass, Jon Miller collects airplanes and not 
just any airplanes, vintage airplanes. 

The history of modern aviation dates back to the 
Wright Brothers’ fi rst glider in the early 1900s and 
weaves through years of war that changed the face of 
the industry and had a hand in making it what it is today. 
That’s a history Miller feels should be remembered and 
shared, and he does that through his airplanes. 

Miller has been fl ying for 42 years. He was a pilot in 
the army where he fl ew both helicopters and airplanes 
for fi ve years in Korea. He then spent 15 years as a 
member of the Army National Guard stationed in Geor-
gia. Today he lives in rural Maple Lake and is a com-
mercial pilot for a major airline. 

He acquired his fi rst vintage airplane fi ve years ago, 
a 1945 Grumman Widgeon. In 2020 he added a 1949 
Cessna 190 to his collection. Both have made appearanc-
es at the Maple Lake Gear-Head Get Together.

1945 Grumman Widgeon
Capacity: Generally, 5 including the pilot, but Miller’s 
Widgeon has been modifi ed to seat six. He never uses 
the fi fth passenger space as it would put the plane over 
the weight limit of today’s standards once fi lled with gas. 

Engine: The geared engine provides instantaneous 
power to force it out of the water. It spins at over 3,200 
RPM compared to today’s standard engines that spin at 
around 2,000 RPMs.

Cruising speed: 150 mph

Local pilot keeps past alive 
with vintage airplanes

FLYING
the class ics

- Continued on page 6 -

This 1945 Grumman Widgeon owned by Jon Miller of 
rural Maple Lake stole the show at the 2018 Gear-Head 
Get Together whenthe 5,500-pound plane was hoisted 
high into the air by a crane where it hung all day over-
looking the crowd. The rare amphibious plane, meaning 
it can land on both land and water is one of about 300 
made and only 30 or so are fl ying today. 
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Range: 1,000 miles non-stop. It holds 
154 gallons of aviation fuel, which is much 
more than standard airplanes.

Size: 5,500 pounds, 40-feet wide.

Folks may remember this plane from 
the 2018 Gear-Head Get Together when it 
was hoisted by a crane to hang high above 
the crowd. It made a dramatic sight as you 
ventured down Birch Ave to Star Street, but 
it wasn’t the fi rst time this plane had been 
lifted into the air by something other than its 
own power. An amphibious plane that could 
land on both land and water, the Widgeon 
was made during WWII for the Coast Guard 
and was regularly hoisted out of the ocean 
to perform maintenance. 

This particular plane was built during the 
war but fi n-
ished after the 
war so certain 
modifi cations 
were added to 
make it more 
desirable for 
the civilian 
market, Miller 
said. As far 
as Miller can tell, it was originally owned 
by Endicott Shoe Company in New York. 
Interesting fact, Endicott Shoes was a huge 
company and provider of shoes during the 
war, producing 52 million shoes a year and 
employing 20,000 people. Miller’s Widgeon 
was used as an executive transport for one 
of the two owners of the company. 

Because of its amphibious design, the 
Widgeon spent some time in Alaska as 
many of these planes did before winding up 
in Spokane Washington where it stayed for 
50 years before Miller acquired it in 2017.

The Widgeon is unique in that it’s 
equipped to land on both water and a run-
way. Only 300 were made and about 30 are 
still fl ying today, Miller said. Its uniqueness 
also makes it challenging to fl y, or more 
specifi cally, to land. Landing an amphibious 
plane in the water goes against all a veteran 
pilot’s instincts, Miller said. After years of 
landing on a runway, procedures, including 
putting the landing gear down, is burned 
into his brain and he must be very careful 
not to slip into that habit when he’s landing 
on water. Putting the landing gear down in 

the water is almost always fatal to the air-
plane and often the passengers inside. 

Landing on water has other challenges 
as well. “I had 35 years of training when I 
started fl ying this, but those years did noth-
ing for me. There is nothing in the water to 
stabilize you. It takes a whole new muscle 
language to keep it from proposing.” 

Landing on the water also shows you just 
how controlled a runway environment is in 
comparison. “When you taxi on a runway, 
that runway is all yours. There is rarely an 
obstruction that interferes. When you are on 
the water it’s the wild west. You have boat-
ers and jets skis and kayaks,” he said. 

Not knowing the danger, boaters often 
approach instead of clearing the way and 

sometimes 
jet skis try to 
race the plane. 
They don’t 
realize the 
props are spin-
ning just a few 
feet off the 
water and the 
pilot can’t stop 

them. And once the engine is shut down, he 
is at the mercy of the wind. 

• It is interesting to note that before 
WWII it was thought that the future of avia-
tion would be centered around water. There 
were few runways, Miller explained, but 
miles of water within relatively easy access 
for most of the population. When the war 
started, the military began building runways 
and training pilots how to use them. Once 
the war ended, they realized building run-
ways was a lot easier than the logistics of 
water landings and trying to maintain air-
planes that had to be hoisted out of the water 
to be worked on. 

The Widgeon isn’t an easy plane to land 
on the ground either because of its tailwheel 
design. Today’s nosewheel aircrafts want to 
go straight when they touchdown, where as 
a tailwheel craft is more like a shopping cart 
that always wants to veer in one direction or 
the other. Landing the Widgeon takes some 
practice and planning as strong winds can 
make landing even more challenging and 
dangerous. 

Bethlehem 
United Church of Christ 

“AN INCLUSIVE FAITH COMMUNITY”

  “Commited to serving 
  the local community and the world.”

400 Co. Rd 37 NW, Maple Lake, MN 55358
www.bethlehemmn.org   •  Bethuccml@gmail.com

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
Bethlehem UCC is open, accepting, and theologically progressive faith community com-
mitted to nurturing people in their spiritual growth while living out our faith in serving the 
community. We welcome all to join us for worship, fellowship, and service.

Sunday morning worship begins at 9:30 A.M. Come and Join us for worship and stay 
for coffee and fellowship. Education for all starting in the fall. 

Pastor Marc Well Nagel

2023 Honduras Mission Trip320

GET PAID FOR YOUR GEAR

Check out the larger selection at our new store!
12011⁄2 HWY 25 N, BUFFALO MN 55313   •   763-682-9334 

All your sporting needs year round!

FLYING
the class ics

- Continued from page 5 -
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HOURS: 6AM-7:30PM    I  900 Elm St. Hwy 55 E. Annandale I  320-274-5297

Now Open!
ALL NEW

INVENTORY!
OUTDOOR GEAR
• 800+ Fishing Rod & Reels
• Resident & Non-Resident 
 Hunting & Fishing Licenses
• Marine Batteries
• Fishing Electronics
• Live Bait
• Artifi cial Baits
• Lake and Area Maps
• Life Jackets
• Irish Setter Boots
• ATV Trailers
• Guns & Ammo
• Lake Rakes

SERVICES
• Line Winding
• Propane Filling Station

RENTAL
• Paddle Board Kayak & 
 Swim Pad Rentals
• Swimming Raftswww.littlejimssports.com

Paddling,
Peddling or

Trolling
We’ve got a Kayak 

that will move you!

FREE Line               on any REEL Purchase

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION IN THE AREA!

Trailers

Products

1949 Cessna 190
The Cessna 190 and its twin, 

the Cessna 195 were the compa-
ny’s only postwar radial-engine 
aircraft. This plane was also the 
fi rst Cessna constructed com-
pletely out of aluminum. Just over 
1,000 were made and many of 
them are still fl ying today. They 
are a highly desired, collectable 
plane, Miller said, comparable in 
the car collector’s world to a 1957 
Chevy or Corvette – everyone 
knows it when they see it. 

It’s a roomy airplane, and back 
in the day was used mostly by 
executives who preferred to fl y 
privately instead of commercial-
ly. Cessna even marketed them 
to that crowd, calling them the 
“Businessliner.” Unfortunately, 
the Businessliner was soon out-
classed by the Beech Bonanza, a 
faster, more modern aircraft that is 
still made today, Miller said. The 
Businessliner had a relatively short 
production run, just seven years, 
from 1947 to 1954. Its engine, on 
the other hand, a Jacobs 300 horse-
power radial was fi rst produced 
in 1933 and continued to be made 
into the 1970s. The engine in Mill-
er’s plane is almost 90 years old. 

This particular Cessna was 
purchased in 1956 by the St. 
Cloud Flying Service and based 
at Whitney Memorial Airport in 
downtown St. Cloud for two years. 
The airport eventually moved to its 
current location and Whitney Air-

port became Whitney Park.

Miller purchased the plane at 
the height of the COVID pandem-
ic from a pilot in Eden Prairie. It 
had been completely restored in 
2000. The owner had removed all 
the outer aluminum, rebuilt it and 
redid the entire interior so it was 
in pristine condition when Miller 
acquired it. Historically accurate 

on the outside, the interior sports a 
modern radio plus leather seats. 

One of the features that makes 

this model so attractive to col-
lectors is its aluminum exterior, 
that, when polished, shines like a 

mirror. That exterior is also what 
makes it different from other air-
craft.

Still in the air
Both of Miller’s planes are 

completely airworthy. In fact, he 
tries to get them up in the air at 
least two or three times a month. In 
the summer, he takes the Widgeon 
to local “splash ins” and area lakes 
with his family. He and his wife 
will fl y the Cessna to visit their 
children who attend college out 
of state. The furthest Miller has 
fl own the Cessna was to Sedona, 
Arizona to attend the 50th anniver-
sary of the 195 Club. Thirty-seven 
airplanes and approximately 200 
people attended. 

Miller operates out of both the 
St. Cloud and Maple Lake airports. 
He enjoys the Maple Lake air-
port’s proximity to home and how 
well it’s maintained by the city. 
He called the Maple Lake Munic-
ipal Airport a great asset to the 
community and hopes it continues 
to inspire local appreciation for 
aviation.  

1949 Cessna 190
Role: Light personal
and business aircraft

Produced: 1947-1954

Capacity: 5 people

Engine: Jacobs 300 
horsepower radial engine 
developed in 1933

Cruising speed: 150 mph

Range: Over 750 miles

 This 1949 Cessna 190 is also owned by Miller. This is Cessna’s fi rst plane constructed completely out 
of aluminum. This is a highly desired, collectable plane, comparable in the car collector’s world to a 1957 
Chevy or Corvette. Its mirror-like surface drew plenty of admiring glances from the crowd at the 2021 
Gear-Head Get Together. 



By Brenda Erdahl

K
evin Lehse’s Rat Rod Lincoln is 
hard to forget, even if you’re not a 
gear-head. It might be the Minne-
apolis Journal mailbox bolted to the 

carburetor that serves as the air intake or 
the early 1960’s era Chrysler AstroDome 
dash, complete with electroluminescence 
that sticks in the mind. Or maybe it’s the 
fact that it’s appeared at the same corner 
of Division and Birch every year since the 
very fi rst Gear-Head Get Together in 2011. 

“He thought Gear-Head was the best 
thing ever,” said Kevin’s brother Chris. 
“He was really proud of this car and every 
time he brought it to a car show, he won an 
award.” 

Strangely enough it was Gear-Head’s 
very lack of trophies and awards that most 
appealed to Kevin. 

“He enjoyed the show so much because 
of all the unique stuff, from planes to 

snowmobiles to tractors. It wasn’t just a 
car show, and my brother wasn’t just into 
cars,” Chris said. 

Last year on August 9th, a little over 
a week before Gear-Head 2022, Kevin 
passed away after a battle with pancreatic 
cancer. Gear-Head organizers are honoring 
his memory by featuring his Rat Rod Lin-
coln on this year’s offi cial Gear-Head Get 
Together shirt. 

Chris plans to keep his brother’s Gear-
Head tradition going by displaying the 
rat rod in its customary spot at this year’s 
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KEVIN LEHSE (bottom left) is pictured with his cus-
tom-built Rat Rod Lincoln at an early Gear-Head Get 
Together. Lehse has been showing his rat rod in Maple 
Lake since the very fi rst Get Together in 2011. 

________________________

“Th e Rat Rod Lincoln has 
been so well  received by the public 
that it has been featured in Rat 
Rod Magazine several times 
including once on the cover”

________________________
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Give John a call at   763-250-3619 for a FREE Estimate!

We 
Spray Foam 
Fish Houses!

“We Tower Over The Competition”

NOW HIRING Full Service Insulation Company
New Construction & Remodels

Big or Small we do it all!
Big or Small we do it all!

www.sprayfoamis.com • 7491 Country Road 37 • Maple Lake • www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems

show on Saturday, August 19, in Maple 
Lake. 

“This really means a lot to the family to 
have the car on the shirt. Kevin would be 
really proud,” Chris said. 

Kevin has been a talented artist and 
builder ever since he was a child. His fi rst 
job after high school was at a body shop 
in Fairhaven where he grew up. He also 
worked at Truck Mate in Annandale for a 
time and a place in the Cities before land-
ing at Koronis Parts in Paynesville where 
he worked in product development. He’s 
restored his share of antique snowmobiles 
and built a trike out of an old Harley Sport-
ster before attempting his own rat rod. For 
those non-gear-heads, a rat rod is a custom 
car with a deliberately worn-down unfi n-
ished appearance made from cast off and 
repurposed parts, like Kevin’s signature air 
intake that is made out of an old Minneapo-
lis Journal mailbox. 

 Chris said it took Kevin about fi ve years 
to build his Rat Rod Lincoln, the fi rst couple 
of which were spent searching for parts. 
He started with a body then built a custom 
frame to fi t it. He was always on the hunt 
for unique parts, his brother said, like the 
car’s Lincoln Y Block V8 engine. Produced 
from 1952 to 1963, the engine is a rare fi nd, 
according to Chris. The rat rod also sports 
the hard-to-fi nd Chrysler AstroDome dash-

board. This futuristic instrument panel fi rst 
appeared in 1960 and lights up blue at 
night for added effect. In 
keeping with the rus-
tic, unfi nished look, 
Kevin used North-
land Seed bags as 
seat covers. 

He would 
fi nd parts 
through 
friends or at 
junk yards, 
Chris said. Every time he 
found something really cool 
or unique, he would put it 
on. But Kevin’s Rat Rod 
isn’t overdone like some. 

“Everything he used has 
a purpose; it’s all very taste-
fully done,” Chris said. 

The Rat Rod Lincoln 
has been so well received 
by the public that it has 
been featured in Rat Rod 
Magazine several times including once on 
the cover. But the Rat Rod Lincoln is more 
than just a pretty face. Kevin has driven it 
all over the area to local shows and as far as 
the State Fair Grounds for the Back to the 
50s show. 

“He’s put quite a few miles on it,” Chris 

said. 

Kevin’s 
mechanical art-
istry didn’t end 

with the rod. Some of 
his other projects include 
mini-snowmobiles and 
the quarter-scale Flour 
City Tractor he built with 
a working Crosley engine. 

This big prairie tractor is known 
for its huge rear wheels, and Kevin reduced 
it down to a working model about the size of 
a lawn tractor. 

“He was really proud of that,” Chris 
said. There was still some work to do on the 
drivetrain when Kevin passed away, and 

Chris hopes to one day complete the project 
for his brother. 

Kevin was a week away from his 57th 
birthday when he died. He had struggled 
much of his life with cancer starting when 
he was diagnosed with Hodkins Lymphoma 
in his 20s. He beat that then was diagnosed 
with Acute Myeloid Leukemia at the age of 
50. The survival rate was low, but he over-
came that as well. In April of 2022, he was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

August 15th is his birthday and the fam-
ily plans on celebrating a special weekend 
that includes Gear-Head. It will be emotion-
al, Chris said, but not sad. 

“We want to remember the good times,” 
he said. 

THE RAT ROD LINCOLN.  
Kevin Lehse passed away last 
summer shortly before the 
2022 Get Together. His Rat Rod 
Lincoln is featured on this year’s 
offi  cial Gear-Head Get Together 
shirt in his honor. 

THE RAT ROD LINCOLN.  
Kevin Lehse passed away last 
summer shortly before the 
2022 Get Together. His Rat Rod 



By Brenda Erdahl
Everybody needs a hobby and Mike 

Nepsund’s is building 100 and some year-
old miniature gasoline powered engines for 
fun.

Since 2006 he’s built 16, 1/4 to 1/2 
-scale, working replicas of engines like the 
1925 John Deer Hit & Miss and 1923 Case 
Bailer, machines that haven’t been in pro-
duction since before the depression.

He’s shown his engines at the Gear-Head 
Get Together for almost as long as he’s been 
building them and he never fails to draw a 
crowd.

“A lot of people have never seen engines 
like this before and they are interested,” he 
said.

Part of the appeal of hit and miss engines 
is the unique popping sound the engine 
makes as it fi res then coasts to maintain its 
speed. It’s that speed control that inspired 
the name. The engine fi res or “hits” when 
operating at or below its set speed then 
cycles without fi ring, “miss”, when it 
exceeds that set speed.

The original engines weighed 300 to 500 
pounds, said Nepsund who’s done quite a 
bit of historical research on the subject (his 
replicas are small enough to transport easily, 
about 60 pounds) and were made from the 
1890s to 1930. By the mid-1930s the lighter 
weight electric engines had mostly replaced 
the gas-powered hit and miss.

“Around 1900 there was a lot of drought 
and dust storms. Rivers and ponds dried up, 
even the windmills wouldn’t blow to pump 
water, so farmers needed an engine to pump 
water from the ground to keep their live-
stock alive,” Nepsund said.

There was such a need that nearly every 
larger town had its own foundry, and every-

one was trying to make a better engine. 
When someone invented something that 
had never been used before, they would 
patent it. The Us Patent Offi ce Archives has 
many of the original patents and they are 
available to the public. It’s from those origi-
nal patents that Nepsund builds his engines.

His oldest replica is of an engine orig-
inally built in 1895. It started as a steam 
engine and was retrofi tted to run on gas by 
a machinist in California. To Nepsund’s 
knowledge only two were ever built and 
they are still in existence.

His newest engine is a ½ scale replica of 
a 1 ½ horsepower John Deere. His favorite 
engine in his collection was originally built 
in a foundry in Red Wing, MN. It’s a repli-
ca of a 1912 hit and miss. The Red Wing 
foundry was only in business for a short 
time, and he doesn’t know of any original 
engines in existence today.

Nepsund was a tool and die maker in St. 
Michael for 45 years before he retired in 
Park Rapids. It wasn’t long after retirement 
that he started missing being in the shop, 
so when he came across a display of model 
hit and miss engines at the Rollag Steam 
Threshers Reunion in 2006, he thought this 
was just the thing he needed.

“I was a machinist, I had the skills to 
make these,” he said.

Some of the parts for his engines he 
buys from other hobbyists like himself, but 
they are usually just the raw castings and 
in need of a lot of precision work. Other 
parts he makes himself. He used to carve 
his own wooden patterns, but now he uses 
a 3D printer which makes the work go a lot 
faster, he said. In all, it takes him about 200-
man hours to build a typical hit and miss 
engine replica.

1915 Case Steam Engine
In 2012, Nepsund started what was 

probably his most challenging project yet, a 
1/3 scale replica of a 1915, 65 horse-power, 
Case Steam Engine. Little did he know how 
complicated it would be, not just to build, 
but to operate. To operate a steam engine in 
Minnesota he had to get his Historical Boil-
er Operators License, which included 50 
hours of training and a written test. He had 
to follow all state boiler codes when build-
ing it and going forward, his tractor must be 
inspected by a state boiler inspector every 
year, he said.

“I didn’t realize when I started that I had 
to be certifi ed, so I had the engine 90 per-
cent built and I wasn’t sure it was going to 
pass the test,” he said.

Fortunately, some research revealed he 
was very close to the mark and with the 
help of an expert in the fi eld and a boiler 
shop, he was able to fi nish his tractor by 
2021.

The fi nished steam engine is over seven 
feet long, puts out four horsepower, weighs 
nearly 2,000 pounds and is big enough for 
him to sit on and drive around the yard, 
although he looks a little like an adult on a 
kid’s Hot Wheels.

It didn’t take Nepsund long to realize he 
couldn’t have a working model of a Case 
Steam Engine and not have attachments to 
go with it. So, he built a replica of a 1923 

Case Baler, that actually bales 1/3 size bales 
of hay, a hay rack, a mini buzz saw that cuts 
fi re wood for his steam engine and a water 
wagon.

Nepsund travels all over the state and 
into Iowa showing his engines at threshing 
and antique tractor shows. While he won’t 
bring his steam engine to Gear-Head he 
does plan on bringing his mini bailer and 
hay rack. He’ll be making bales of hay for 
visitors to bring home as souvenirs. He also 
plans on bringing his 1/2 scale of a 1925 
1-1/2 horsepower engine and his 1924 1/6 
scale mini-John Deere baler.

“Gear-Head is a fun day for me,” he 
said. “It’s the one show where I lose my 
voice because I talk all day.”

Mike Nepsund built this working model of a 1923 Case Baler. Above, he feeds straw 
into the baler to make 1/3 size bales of hay. He’ll have the baler at Gear-Head this year 
and will be giving away the hay bales as souvenirs.

Retired machinist fi nds joy building
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763-684-3965
Residential • Heating • Cooling • Sales • Service

This is a replica of a 1925 John Deere 
Hit & Miss gasoline engine.

This is Nepsund’s newest build, it’s a 
½ scale replica of a 1 ½ horsepower 
John Deere hit and miss engine.

 Nepsund’s fi nished steam engine is over 
seven feet long, puts out four horsepow-
er and weighs nearly 2,000 pounds. It 
can operate a miniature hay baler, buzz 
saw and pulls a miniature water wagon 
all built by Nepsund.
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DON’T GET LEFT
OUT IN THE 

COLD

763-595-1400

"Transform Your  Driving Experience"
www.radio-activemobile.com

YOUR HOME FOR

REMOTE START
SYSTEMS

210  7th St. NE  •  Buffalo, MN 55313

320-963-4041 • 207 Maple Avenue South • P.O. Box 850 • Maple Lake

SERVICES 
OFFERED INCLUDE:

• Design and construction of 
precision inspection gauging

• Jig grinding

• Gauge calibration with ten 
millionth of an inch accuracy

• Die Casting design consulting

763-682-2033
Light � Medium � Heavy Duty Towing

24 HOUR SERVICE

DL’s RADIATOR REPAIR
& custom exhaust

W E  S E R V I C E
ALL MAKES
AND MODELS P.O. Box 152 • 109 W. Hwy 55 • Buffalo, MN 55313

(763) 682-4520

TIRES • EXHAUST • BRAKES • OIL CHANGES 
• BATTERIES • AIR CONDITIONING  • RADIATOR SERVICE 

• STRUTS & SHOCKS ALIGNMENT • FUEL INJECTION  • ENGINES 
•  TUNE-UPSCOMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS • TRANSMISSIONS 

Hours: Mon.-Thur. 7am - 6pm • Fri. 7am - 4pm

www.reliable-autocare.com

We are here to Serve you best!

Jeff & Kris Jackson 1018 HWY 55 EAST • BUFFALO

763-682-3222

Complete Auto Repair
AUTO CARERELIABLE RELIABLE 

• State-of-the-art Alignment System • Expanded Service Bays

Monday- Saturday: 9-4
Sunday: Closed

CJ’s

STOP IN

Check us out!• Hardware • Houseware • Toys • Outdoor Cooking Needs, Grills
& More

!

LARGE SELECTION OF 
Auto Supplies & Tools
Fish House & RV   Parts
U-HAUL Rentals Available

320-963-5996
65 MAPLE AVE. N. 

Summer Savings

We have everything for your next

DEAL DEPOT

CJ’sCJ’s
Barbecue

Stop in and check out our

• Septic & Holding Tank Pumping & Service
• Sewer & Drain Line Cleaning

• Video Inspection
            • Servicing the 5 County Area 24/7

Hans Melgaard
melgaardservices@gmail.com

24
HOUR

SERVICE

Plumbing • Heating • Septic Pumping

763-286-9896

MPCA LIC
# 421

WWW.MELGAARDSERVICES.COM

WE SPECIALIZE IN ANTIQUEOR CUSTOM 

320.963.3518
HWY 55  •  MAPLE LAKE

Classic Cars, Trucks,  & Street Rods

MAPLE LAKE



Expert Plumbing, 
Heating and Air 

Conditioning Team 
since 1961

Call Us Today for a Free Estimate! 320-274-8913

Plumbing, Heating & AC, Inc.

HowardsPlumbingInc.com
715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN
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Join the
BROTHERHOOD

We can help with your event!
1/2 and Full Case Wine Discounts

Keg Beer Available & Monthly Specials!

Mon-Thur 9AM-10PM  •  Fri & Sat 8AM-10PM  •  Sun 11AM-6PM

700 Norway Dr. E • Annandale • Next to the Marketplace

Loyalty 
        Club! 

      Earn Points for Every Dollar Spent 
           at either location, Annandale or Montrose

www.obrotherswineandspirits.com

320-274-2019

By Bob Zimmerman
The story you are about to read is 

SO NOT TRUE. Its only connection to 
reality is that it was inspired by a 1965 
TV show. The rest is 100% pure fi ction; 
although, there might have been some 
magic in that old radiator cap that day. 
Names, characters, places, and inci-
dents are the product of the author’s or 
someone else’s imagination or are used 
fi ctitiously. 

I was sitting in the offi ce, fi nishing 
up some paperwork when the aah-ooo-
gaa of a klaxon horn slammed into my 
hearing aids. It was the day before the 
Gear-Head Get Together, and Division 
Street was empty, except for one old 
classic car parked right outside the 
window making the racket. I stepped 
outside to fi nd whoever owned the 
offending vehicle to tell them to turn 
off that stupid car alarm. Nobody was 
there, which did nothing to improve my 
disposition, and then I heard the voice. 
“Hey, young fella, come over here and 
hop in.”  Not being young, I checked to 
see if somebody had snuck up behind 
me, and I heard it again.  “I’ll be quiet 
if you just hop in the front seat.” I like 
a good practical joke as much as the 
next guy, so I decided to play along, and 
in I climbed. The situation then went 
to the next level of weird as I decided 
to play “irritate the phone scammer” 
with whoever was messing with me and 
waste some of their time too. Allen Funt 
fl ashed through my mind, but I could 
detect no cameras, candid or otherwise.

The cacophony stopped, and I took 
the initiative. “Why did you call me 
young?” and heard back, “Well, I’ve 
been around since 1928 and just about 
everybody is younger than me.”  “Fair 
enough, so what’s your name?”  “I am 
originally from the Porter-Stanhope 
clan in Detroit, but my married name 
is Crabtree. Please call me Gladys, and 
by the way, I am a widow and most-
ly deceased myself.”  Did I mention 
weird? I should also mention I was a 
wee bit leery of getting into that mostly 
deceased business as I kept looking over 
my shoulder searching for the hidden 
camera. “Okaaay, so you are a car, and 

you talk. Could you maybe give me a 
few details about how that works?” 

“Certainly! I use the radio for verbal 
interactions with those I choose to con-
verse with, but you probably want to 
know more than that. Talking machines 
have been around since Thomas Edi-
son’s day, and in the middle of the last 
century I was an early prototype of a 
truly interactive model. I even had my 
own TV series for a year back in ‘65. 
You can google “My Mother the Car” 
to check it out. I was the star of the 
show, but of course back then we had 
to keep it unreal, so horses talked, nuns 
fl ew, and a three-hour boat tour could 
get you lost for three years. That whole 
Mr. Ed schtick was a pretty neigh-gative 
experience, but it kept the spotlight off 
me, which was the whole point. There’s 
a reason I was on for just one year. My 
grandson KITT starred in Knight Rider 
in the 80’s, and they gave him four 
seasons. His kids, Alexa and Siri, are 
becoming quite well known.  I’m so 
proud of them, they are so smart. I use 
the mother reincarnated into a car ruse 
from the TV show because it is actually 
easier to understand, and most folks 
seem more comfortable talking to Glad-
ys. What name would you like me to 
call you?” Did I mention really weird?

“ Okaaaay, you can call me Dave. So 
where have you been for the last fi fty 
years?” “After my show ended, I parked 
in a rickety old garage in Pasadena next 
to a shiny red Super Stock Dodge. Boy, 
that kid was all gas and no class, but his 
human lady friend was of quite short 
stature and a bit older than me, so we 
struck up a friendship. She thought I 
should get out more and recommended 
joining a car club. 

I had to keep a very low profi le until 
driverless cars came along, and it was 
just last year that I started venturing 
out. My fi rst meeting at the car club I 
joined was a bit tedious. Some Olds 88 
kept babbling about some door being a 
jar, which is quite impossible; a door is 
a door, for crying in the soup. The club 
president told me the poor dear was 
suffering from carbon build up and a 
clogged fuel fi lter and it was best to just 
ignore her. A couple of meetings later a 
tech savvy Tesla helped me download a 
GPS navigation system, and I have been 
seeing the U.S.A. ever since.”

By this time I was talking to myself 
and trying to fi gure out what to ask next 
when Gladys interrupted my jumbled 
thoughts. She said, “ I can see you have 
more questions, and I know what they 
are.”  I haven’t mentioned creepy yet, 

but here it is. “How in the world can 
you know that?” Gladys quietly said, 
“Dave, I can read lips. My cousin HAL 
taught me back in 2001.” “Okaaay, 
maybe a little over sharing there. So, tell 
me why you are here and what do you 
want?” 

“I knew you would ask that. Of 
course, I will explain, but fi rst I must 
tell you that I never get this chatty 
with a stranger.  You must think I am a 
rather silly old woman stuck in a car. I 
shouldn’t have stopped at that garage 
down the street this morning. I was feel-
ing a bit off and thought I felt a vapor 
lock coming on. I can deal with a case 
of the vapors, but a lock is more seri-
ous. Anyway, they checked me over and 
settled the issue. They also were kind 
enough to top off my radiator with some 
90 proof anti-freeze. I am not used to 
the hard stuff and that juice went right 
to my head gasket and really loosened 
up my muffl er. I really hope I am not 
being too forward.”  “Trust me, Gladys. 
No worries, at least about that!”

“You were asking about my ulterior 
motives, and I do need to ask a favor of 
you. I just want to enjoy the Gear-Head 
Get Together. Some of the girls back at 
the club were tooting their horns about 
what a good event it is.  Lots and lots of 
cars and friendly, non-judgmental folks 
enjoying such a wide variety of mechan-
ical creations. I just have to see it for 
myself, but I need a faux chauffeur to 
pretend they are driving me. I really do 
need to maintain that low profi le since 
there are not any driverless cars in your 
small town yet. And I admit to being 
a little lonely and maybe I can fi nd a 
cute little T-Bird to crank my starter, 
if you catch my drift.  Oh, my! That 
must be the alcohol talking. I’m sorry. 
Forgive me. I promise to sober up and 
be a perfect lady with the best roadside 
manners. Will you help me out, please? 
Pretty please?”

“Yes, I can help you out, on one 
condition. I want to have the exclusive 
rights to your story so I can write a 
book.”  “Why, of course, Dave. I have 

Mother the Car 

A 1928 Porter Stanhope touring car like this one was the star of the 1965 TV show 
Mother the Car and local writer Bob Zimmerman’s creative muse. 

in Maple Lake? 

- Continued on page 14-
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ASE Certified Auto Repair • Complete Lube Center • Tire Sales & Repair
Any Vehicle Make or Model • Friendly Knowledgeable Staff

All Technicians Average 20 Yrs. Exp. • No Appointments Necessary

4 Convenient 
Locations in Annandale & Maple Lake!

We Rent Tables & Chairs 

Annandale Parts Supply, Inc.

Mon-Fri: 7:30am to 5:30pm      I      Saturday: 8:00am - 2:00pm      I      Sunday: Closed

110 Elm Street West   •   Annandale, MN 55302
320-274-8284

Event Center • Bar & Grill
Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake • 320-963-3405

On-Site & Off-Site Catering
www.TheV-ByHH.com

• Bingo • Meat Raffles • Pull Tabs • E-Tabs

Restaurant and Bar

OPEN DAILY
Lunch & Dinner

Fridays & Saturdays
Prime Rib Dinner

BREAKFAST:
7 a.m. - Noon

Saturdays & Sundays

STOP 
IN FOR A 

COLD BEER
& GREAT
FOOD!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

BEFORE AFTER

Georgie Christian
REALTOR

763.807.5021
Georgie@avenuerealtymn.com

“Turning Houses into Homes”

“Local & Trusted”

See us for Great Deals on New & Used Boats, Motors & Pontoons!

“Don’t go to the Lake without us!”

A-1 MARINE INC.
www.a1marineinc.com

Hwy. 55 W • Annandale, MN 55302
320-274-8227

Serving this area for 35 years!

Here to help get your vehicle running...

  www.mmexpresssales.com

No matter what it looks like!

Monday-Friday: 7AM-5PM • 520 Division Street, Maple Lake  320.963.2060

Don’t Wait - Get the 

BEST PRICE 
ON TIRES 
Right Now At 

Offering a wide beverage selection for any occasion!Offering a wide beverage selection for any occasion!

95 Elm Street East•Hwy. 55
Annandale•320-274-1404

• Dine-In or Take-Out

• Homemade Soups & Pies Daily

• Featuring Casual Dining

BREAKFAST ALL DAY!

OPEN EVERYDAY

We have our specialty 

BROASTED CHICKEN! 

for any size party!

ATTENTION

• Mon.-Wed. & Sat. 7am-3pm
• Thursday-Friday 7am-8pm
• Sunday  7am-1pm 



WEBSITE:
www.star.bank

MOBILE APP:
Star Bank MN 

      Member FDIC                                              Equal Housing Lender

We have all the “bells and whistles”
of the big banks and we employ 

local residents while focusing 
on the vitality of our community.

POWERSPORTS
BRANDS WE CARRY

(763) 682-2200
1600 HWY 55 E  • BUFFALO, MN 55313

Parts/Sales Dept. Hours
M-F: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays
Can-Am 
Maverick

Service Dept Hours
M-F: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

        Your

Shop/Garage 
Lighting Source

• Light Bulbs 
-LED -Incandescent 

 -Sodium -Fluorescent

• Lamp Repair
• Energizer Batteries 
• Recycling
• Patio Lighting
• Electrical Supplies57 Birch Avenue South Maple Lake, MN 55358

320-316-2500
Open Monday through Friday 8am to 5pm

      Come visit us during
    Gear-Head

    Get Together

INCREASE LIGHT 
OUTPUT AND SAVE 
BY CHANGING TO LED

www.LightBulbsandMore.net

Buffalo 320-963-5663

Schedule a time slot for your vehicle with Dyno operators. They will be 
located across from the Maple Lake Fire Station from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. on 
August 19th.

Besides machines to look at, 
gear-heads can shop at the event’s 
annual swap meet where they’ll 
fi nd 100 plus vendors selling every-
thing gear-head related, from car, 
motorcycle and snowmobile parts to 
entire cars and full motorcycles and 
everything in between. The swap 
meet takes place in the residential 
neighborhoods on the south side of 
the railroad tracks and never fails to 
have something interesting to see. 

Back at the registration tent 
visitors can buy Gear-Head mer-
chandise including the new offi cial 
t-shirt featuring Kevin Lehse’s Rat 
Rod Lincoln, bottle openers and 
other souvenirs. 

Food and live music will be 
available in multiple locations with 
the heart of it all laid out in the 
empty lot, including live, on-stage 
performances by The Star Chiefs 
and Pullstart Diesel. 

Gear-Head 2023
(From Page 1)

already shared most of it with you 
and have little to add. However, you 
should consider that I have provided 
you no proof of my abilities, and I am 
very, very good at keeping my speakers 
off. If I am asked to verify anything, I 
shan’t say a thing to anyone, but you 
may talk and write about me as much 
as you please. But it’s going to be your 
word against that of a silent old bucket 
of bolts. You know, the strong silent 
type of car that has nothing to say. If 
you go ahead with your plan I would 
recommend a fi ctional account, so you 
don’t get an all-expense paid trip to the 
funny farm. Do we have a deal? You 
have the rare opportunity to drive about 
town showing off a genuine 1928 Porter 
Stanhope touring car, and I promise to 

pose with you for pictures. I get to see 
the sights, hear the sounds and smell the 
smells of the Gear-Head Get Together, 
and we end the affair at the end of the 
day. Seems like a win-win to me.”

“Gladys, you are such a sweet talk-
er and a sharp cookie to boot. Yes, we 
have a deal. Why don’t you park in my 
garage tonight so we can get an early 
start in the morning? Oh, before I for-
get, where are you off to next?”  “Dave, 
I am going to Kentucky. I heard, I think 
from the Everly Brothers, that they have 
the prettiest little cars you have ever 
seen in Bowling Green, and Bowling 
Green folks treat you kind. They let you 
think your own mind.  Sounds like a 
good place for me to visit and I plan to 
check out that Corvette Museum, too. 
Know anybody down there that can 
drive me around???” 

Mother the Car
(From Page 12)
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Lake Region Co-op

OFF 5 
PER GALLON

¢
Lake Region Co-op

Expires 9.30.2022
Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake • 320-963-6074 • lakeregion.com

We Serve Lunch Daily!
We also offer a wide variety 
of drinks,  snacks, vacation 
essentials, groceries & Live bait!

4825 St. Hwy. 55, Maple Lake • 320-963-6074 

Serving our community for over 90 years

9/10   TAMPA BAY

VIKINGS
Game Day 

      PAC KAG E S

Sign up now!

$135  

10/8   KANSAS CITY $160  

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

INCLUDES   Meal, Game Ticket, 
      &  Coach Bus 

www.MadigansPub.com      320-963-6660           Pull-tabs  and E-tabs  
Open Daily from 11 am to 1 am •  Delivery Friday and Saturday with Pre-Order & Large Parties

TWO for ONE’sDURING ALL Reg. Season Viking games

DAILY SPECIALS
    DINE IN ONLY
Monday Happy Hour 3 pm - 6 pm

BURGER NIGHT    6 pm-CLOSE
BUY ONE GET ONE 1/2 OFF
$2 off tall taps  9 PM -CLOSE

Tuesday   Happy Hour 3 pm - 6 pm

1/2 PRICED WINGS 6 pm-CLOSE
$2 off tall taps  9 pm-11 pm

Wednesday   Happy Hour  3 pm - 6 pm

$14 STEAK NIGHT 6 pm-CLOSE
2 for 1s  9 pm to 11 pm

Thursday Happy Hour 3 pm - 6 pm
MEXICAN NIGHT Fajitas, Burrito or Chimi 
2 for 1 Mexican Beer   6 pm-9 pm
2 for 1 Margaritas  6 pm-9 pm
$2 off tall taps  9 pm-11 pm

Friday
PRIME RIB NIGHT   6 pm-CLOSE  
$27-12oz      $30-16oz
$2 off tall taps  6 pm-CLOSE
Saturday  Happy HR: 11:30am-12:30 pm

STEAK & JUMBO SHRIMP
  6 pm-CLOSE
Sunday Happy HR: 11:30 am-12:30 pm

25% OFF 
LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZA
5 pm - 9 pm  (dine in only)
50% off Appetizers (dine in only)6 pm - 9 pm



ANNANDALE • MAPLE LAKE • CLEARWATER

www.lakecentral.bank
agency@lakecentral.bank
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