
By Brenda Erdahl
Its main function is a luxury senior living 

community, but there is a culinary gem inside 
Pleasant Vista that is quickly becoming the 
place to dine in Annandale. 

The Pleasant Vista Bistro opened on April 
5 of this year. Easily accessible through the 
complex’s main entrance off Park Street East 
by the new roundabout, it offers a comfortable 
yet elegant dining experience for the residents 
and the public. 

Since it opened, local book clubs, bible 
studies and Kiwanis’ have taken advantage of 
its central location and delicious menu items 
to meet and enjoy breakfast or lunch. It’s also 
become a popular place for lunch during the 
workweek, Campus Administrator Elsa Niska 
said. 

The Bistro is open daily from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for dining in or taking out, which makes 
it extremely convenient for folks on a limited 
lunch break, especially teachers who can’t be 
late for their next class. 

“We’re a great place for teachers, being 
right across from the school. They can put in 
an order that morning then pop over and grab it 
at lunch time,” Niska said. 

Kitchen Manager Donia Martinez and her 
staff prepare daily breakfast specials from tra-
ditional biscuits and gravy, or eggs benedict 
to seasonally themed items like this month’s 
pumpkin pancakes. They also offer standard 
eggs, hot and cold cereals, yogurt, and fruit. 

During the winter months, patrons look 
forward to a daily soup of the day at lunch 
time. The Bistro also sells a variety of hot and 
cold sandwiches, burgers and, when the mood 
strikes, seasonally appropriate delicacies like 
this month’s Gobbler Burger. The secret to this 
turkey burger is the stuffi ng and mashed pota-
toes piled on top.

In fact, there is no limit to Martinez and her 
staff’s creativity. For Halloween, they deco-
rated the Bistro to look like a pirate ship, and 
dressed as pirates themselves, they served food 
and handed out plastic swords to all the diners. 

“They have a lot of fun,” Niska said. 

Emily Lindenfelser is the complex’s dietary 
manager, and she oversees both kitchens in the 
complex. Martinez has both senior living din-
ing experience and restaurant experience which 
brings a good mix of knowledge to the table. 
She manages a staff of 20 employees who also 
serve tenants in both assisted living buildings, 
Centennial Villa, and Pleasant Vista.  

During the summer months, Pleasant Vista 
Bistro opens its outdoor dining area. Guests 
can enjoy views of the wetlands and Pleasant 
Lake while dining alfresco. Gas fi replaces, gar-
den boxes and lovely landscaped areas set the 
tone for a relaxing break away from the offi ce. 

Order online for dine in or take out on Pleas-
ant Vista Bistro’s facebook page or at https://
annandalecarecenter.org. Scroll to the bottom 
of the page to fi nd the link. 

Luxury living
For residents living in the apartments the 

Bistro is one of the many amenities they enjoy. 
Overlooking beautiful Pleasant Lake, Pleasant 
Vista has everything seniors could hope for, 
from spectacular views, refi ned furnishings 
and stylish yet functional fl oor plans to inde-
pendent and assisted living services. And the 
benefi ts don’t stop there. With access to the 
entire Annandale Health and Community Ser-
vices campus, residents can take advantage of 
a state-of-the art exercise room, Health and 
Wellness Center, heated lap swimming pool 
and hot tub plus the campus chapel, and it’s all 
connected so in the winter they don’t have to 
set a foot outdoors if they don’t want to. There 
is even indoor, heated parking. 

The facility, which is part of the Annandale 
Health and Community Services campus, is 
completely full right now, but apartments do 
open up, so if you or a loved one is consider-
ing independent senior living or assisted living 
within the next six months, Niska advises you 
call today and get on the waiting list. For more 
information, call 320-274-5031 to speak to the 
assisted living director.
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Pleasant Vista Bistro is a hidden gem

The Pleasant Vista Bistro team, pictured above, prepare daily breakfast specials and for lunch they offer a variety of cold and 
hot sandwiches, burgers, and a soup of the day. At this time, they can only accept payment by credit card. 

Pleasant Vista Bistro in the new Annandale senior living apartment complex is gain-
ing popularity as a comfortable yet elegant dining experience for the residents and 
the public. Order online for dine in or take out on Pleasant Vista Bistro’s facebook 
page or at https://annandalecarecenter.org. 

Pleasant Vista Bistro opens at 7am 
with favorites like the California 
Eggs Benny. After breakfast, return 
for lunch until 3 p.m. Pleasant Vista 
Bistro is located at 700 Park Street 
East in Annandale. Patrons will fi nd 
an ever-changing menu of hot and 
cold sandwiches like the chicken 
cordon bleu and seasonal items like 
the Oktoberfest Burger. 
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Oktoberfest Burger

Chicken Cordon Bleu

Eggs Benny
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Do you have an orginization or 
business in the Maple Lake Area? PLUMBING, HEATING & AC, INC.

Three Generations, Licensed, Bonded, Insured • 715 Norway Dr., Annandale
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Howard, Owners
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By Brenda Erdahl
Staff Writer

F ind fun for every age at the newly 
imagined Christmas in Maple 
Lake. 

Downtown business owners took the 
18-year-old holiday tradition and put a 
new spin on it for Christmas 2023.  What 
used to be a morning event that catered to 
families with young children, has expand-
ed into two events – one for kids in the 
morning, and one for grown-ups in the 
afternoon, said Brandan Hoon, owner of 
the Spooky Brew Coffee Co. and one of 
the event organizers. 

Parents are invited to bring the kids to 
downtown Maple Lake from 10 a.m. until 
noon, Saturday, Dec. 2 where they will 
get to meet Santa Claus and his reindeer, 
roast s’mores over an open fi re and enjoy 
an assortment of activities indoors at the 
downtown businesses. 

At 3 p.m. the tone of the event will 
change. Santa Claus will still be around, 
but the kids’ activities will be replaced 
by an outdoor winter market, live music, 
and drinks. Parents are invited to leave 
the kiddos home with a babysitter for this 
portion of the celebration. 

This annual event has been the highlight 
of the community’s holiday festivities for 
nearly two decades. Hosted by the Maple 
Lake Chamber of Commerce, it takes 
place outdoors along Division Street and 
Birch Avenue. 

The focal point of the morning celebra-
tion is Santa Claus who arrives by fi re 
truck to the delight of the waiting chil-
dren. This year he’ll disembark at Sunfi sh 
Dental’s new clinic in the old McHugh 
building on Birch Ave. After greeting the 
congregated children, he’ll head inside 
where families can pose for photos with 
him in the comfort of the heated dental 
offi ce. 

Just down the street in the empty lot, 
Bluestem Reindeer Ranch of Maple Lake 
will have a few special guests - Santa’s 
reindeer! This is not a petting zoo, but 
children will be able to see up close the 
muscle behind Santa’s Christmas Eve 
deliveries.

From there, check out the Vintage 
Snowmobile Show then warm up at one 
of the grated fi re pits where children 
will fi nd all the makings for a s’more. If 
you’re still cold, grab a hot chocolate or 

coffee from Spooky Brew or shuffl e into 
a participating downtown business where 
the kids will be further entertained with 
activities such as ornament making and 
coloring. Watch for signs showing which 
businesses are participating, Hoon said.

In years past, Miss Maple Lake and 
her princesses have been on hand mak-
ing their special magic reindeer food for 
children to sprinkle around their yards 
on Christmas Eve. They always like help 
and will have stations set up for kids to 
participate.

Throughout the morning, children will 
get a thrill from seeing some of their 
favorite holiday characters mingling with 
the crowd. In past years Olaf from Dis-
ney’s “Frozen,” has paid Maple Lake a 
visit along with elves, Mrs. Claus, and a 
walking Christmas Tree.

The evening portion of the celebration 
takes place from 3 to 6 p.m. Find unique 
Christmas gifts at the winter market, 
which Hoon said will be something like a 
mini-Makers and Growers Market from 
the summer. A hand full of vendors will 
be set up along Birch Avenue. There will 
also be a heated tent where those 21 and 
older can enjoy an alcoholic beverage. 
Katie King from Kings 46 Wine Bar will 
be mixing up Sake Cider and the signa-
ture German drink, Warm Gluhwein. This 
drink is served hot to warm you from the 
inside out. 

Nearby, Doug Lindenfelser of The 
Butchery of Maple Lake will be cooking 

up warm sandwiches and through it all, 
there will be live music.

Christmas in Maple Lake has been a tra-
dition looked forward to by the children 
in this community for almost 20 years. 
For many years it was held inside at the 
elementary school. Two years ago, orga-
nizers moved it to Birch Avenue to show 
off the city’s unique downtown. Local 
business owners are helping to put this 
year’s event together. 

This article ran in the 2023 Holiday Gift 
Guide. The Holiday Gift Guide is a free 
suppliment of the Maple Lake Messenger 
and Annandale Advocate. 

The 20-page publication is full of local 
deals, information and activities for the 
family this holiday season. Pick up your 
copy on newsstands Thanksgiving Week 
or swing in and subscribe and ask for 
your Free copy of the Holiday Gift Guide!

Something for every age at

Christmas in Maple Lake

CHRISTMAS IN MAPLE LAKE Santa will arrive by fi re truck at 10 a.m. Saturday 
morning, Dec. 2 outside Sunfi sh Dental on Birch Avenue .

REINDEER COME TO MAPLE LAKE. Tikes will see 
real-live reindeer at this year’s Christmas in Maple Lake 
courtesy of Bluestem Reindeer Ranch. 

Well known holiday characters roaming the streets will 
give kids a thrill at Christmas in Maple Lake. Above, 
Haley Anders gives Frosty the Snowman a high fi ve at 
last year’s event. 

PICTURE OPPORTUNITIES with Mr and Mrs. Claus will 
be available  inside the dental clinic all morning long. 
Look for signs to see which participating downtown 
businesses are offering activities indoors for children to 
enjoy during Christmas in Maple Lake. 

HOLIDAY
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There is plenty of 
Holiday Cheer to be 
found at the many 
Community events.

A good time awaits 
all for people of all 
ages in  Maple Lake 
on Dec. 2.

Christmas in 
Maple Lake
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Choose the wine 
that works best with 
your Holday Meals 
and Appitizers 

Pairing Wine 
with Foods

INSIDEINSIDE The 2023 Holiday 
Events Calendar
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By Steve Prinsen
Staff Writer

Annandale’s Main Street Holiday started in 
2015, it has become a popular family tradi-
tion for residents and visitors.

This year’s events include the Holiday 
Lights Parade, Main Street Mile, pictures 
with Santa, elf scavenger hunt, wishing tree 
and photo scene, horse drawn carriage rides, 
and more. Shops and restaurants will be open 
to shop, browse, warm up and enjoy good 
food. 

The fun starts with the Main Street Mile 
and there are plenty of kid friendly activi-
ties in store as well, including gingerbread 
house making at In Hot Water coffee shop 
and pictures with Santa at various businesses 
throughout the afternoon. 

Back this year are horse-drawn carriage 

rides, which begin and end at Clock Tower 
Park, a holiday photo station for families at 
Shore House Outfi tters and an Elf Scavenger 
Hunt. The goal of the hunt is to fi nd the elves 
around downtown Annandale.  

The always popular Holiday Lights Parade 
culminates the fun-fi lled day. Everyone will 
want to grab a spot on Main Street (Oak Ave-
nue) and see the marvellously-lit fl oats!

Before you head out to the Main Street Hol-
iday, get in the spirit of giving with the Coats 
for Kids and Adults in Need. Drop off gently 
used winter coats, snow pants, boots, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, and hats at In Hot Water.  

For the authors full story on Main Street 
Holiday in Annandale, pick up the Holiday 
Gift Guide Thanksgiving week in the Annan-
dale Advocate or Maple Lake Messenger.

Main Street Holiday event is December 9



By Brenda Erdahl 
Al Muller was ten years old when he picked up 

his fi rst book on World War II. His interest was 
piqued by his dad and his dad’s friends who, as 
WWII veterans themselves, were like the heroes 
in his books stepping right out from the pages. 
The stories didn’t glorify war, he said, “but they 
didn’t make it sound too bad either.”

Those fi rst Landmark children’s books were 
the beginning of a lifelong fascination for 
Muller. As he matured, so did the books he was 
reading. He outgrew the children’s books and 
moved onto more realistic accounts of the war. 
Eventually he took an interest in soldiers’ mem-
oirs, which were much more graphic. 

“It got to the point where I decided that what 
they did was superhuman. They left their homes 
and their families and their girlfriends and their 
jobs and went to far fl ung places overseas in 
the most horrible conditions possible and many 
of them were killed of course; 485,000 died in 
WWII.”

Knowing there were many more stories out 
there that needed telling, Muller set out to fi nd 
them. That desire has turned into one of the best 
WWII collections in the world, so he’s been told. 

It includes 10,000 books and 6,000 autographs 
including 350 from Medal of Honor recipients 
and 900 from aviation aces. He has 250 prints 
and 87 cassette tapes fi lled with war stories 
straight from the mouths of the soldiers who 
served.  

Many of those soldiers are long gone, making 
Muller’s collection a virtual treasure trove of his-
tory. For years, it’s all been hidden away in his 
Maple Lake home, but soon it will be available 
for the public to view as one of the collections to 
grace the new Military and Veterans Museum in 
Little Falls. 

Ground was broken in late summer on the new 
40,000 square-foot, $32 million facility that is 
said to be the fi rst of its kind in the nation. Con-
struction is set to begin in earnest in the spring 
of 2024 with a grand opening expected in early 

2026 and Muller has committed to donating the 
majority of his life’s work to it. 

Muller emphasized that he doesn’t collect to 
glorify war, but to glorify the men and women 
who fought them. 

“That’s the point I want to get across. They are 
my great heroes,” he said. 

The fi rst fruits of his collection were found 
right here in Maple Lake as home to some 100 
young men and women who went off to serve in 
WWII. Of them, 12 didn’t return. “That’s a lot 
for a little town like this,” he said. 

Among the local heroes are two Medal of 
Honor recipients, Dirk Vlug and Don Rudolph. 
The Medal of Honor is a big deal, Muller said, 
and is reserved for only the bravest, and most 
selfl ess of soldiers. It’s also the US Military’s 
highest decoration. 

“For a while, we had both those guys’ signa-
tures and citations hanging on the wall in the 
VFW, but then the building sold and now they 
are gone,” Muller said. They aren’t, however, 
gone from Muller’s collection. Here are their 
stories:

Vlug, who lived in the area for a short time as a 
child, earned his Medal of Honor when he took 
out fi ve enemy tanks single handedly. He was 
an army soldier in the Philippines at the time. 
Muller tracked him down and reached out for 
his story some years back. He also has his auto-
graph.  

Rudolph came from the nearby South Haven. 
According to the Congressional Medal of 
Honor Society, he was acting as platoon lead-
er at Munoz, Luzon, Philippine Islands, when 
while administering fi rst aid on the battlefi eld, 
he observed enemy fi re issuing from a nearby 
culvert. This is how the Society describes his 
actions that earned him the Medal of Honor: 
“Crawling to the culvert with rifl e and grenades, 
he killed three of the enemy concealed there. He 
then worked his way across open terrain toward 
a line of enemy pillboxes which had immobi-
lized his company. Nearing the fi rst pillbox, 
he hurled a grenade through its embrasure and 
charged the position. With his bare hands he tore 
away the wood and tin covering, then dropped a 
grenade through the opening, killing the enemy 
gunners and destroying their machine gun. 
Ordering several rifl emen to cover his further 
advance, 2d Lt. Rudolph seized a pick mattock 

and made his way to a second pillbox. Piercing 
its top with the mattock, he dropped a grenade 
through the hole, fi ring several rounds from his 
rifl e into it, and smothered any surviving enemy 
by sealing the hole and the embrasure with earth. 
In quick succession he attacked and neutralized 
six more pillboxes. Later, when his platoon was 
attacked by an enemy tank, he advanced under 
covering fi re, climbed to the top of the tank, and 
dropped a white phosphorus grenade through 
the turret, destroying the crew.” 

It was said that through his outstanding hero-
ism, superb courage, leadership, and complete 
disregard for his own safety, 2d Lt. Rudolph 
cleared a path for an advance which culminated 
in one of the most decisive victories of the Phil-
ippine campaign.

During the 1970s up until the late 1990s, Muller 
was able to track down and call hundreds more 
veterans like Vlug and Rudolph from around the 
United States and record their stories. 

“One guy I got to know, his outfi t ended up at 
Remagen, Germany,” Muller said. 

Remagen was the site of the Ludendorff 
Bridge, the only bridge still spanning the Rhine 
River at the time and the Germans were on the 
verge of blowing it up to keep American forces 
from crossing into the German interior. 

“The Americans had kind of hunkered down 

because they said they wanted to watch that 
bridge blow up,” Muller said, recounting his 
friend’s story. “An offi cer came down and said, 
‘what are you guys sitting around here for, let’s 
go, let’s go across the bridge!’” Muller said. 

“I said I would have gotten up and run in the 
opposite direction and my buddy says ‘no, no 
I know you Al, you would have come across 
with us.’ I said there is no way I would have 
gone across that bridge, but they all got out on 
the bridge, and they made it about a third of the 
way across and the bridge blew up. It actually 
lifted the entire bridge off its foundations, and 
it crashed it back down, but it didn’t go in the 
water. It didn’t collapse because with our mor-
tars and some of our shells we had broken fuse 
boxes with fuses that were going to blow up the 
bridge, so we knocked out about half of those, 
and the bridge didn’t go down. We used it for 
about week and a half to two weeks and then it 
collapsed and a whole bunch of men were killed. 
. . So, when the explosion happened, they were 
all laying on the bridge and my buddy says, ‘is 
this heaven?’ And another guy says, ‘it can’t be, I 
hurt all over.’ There’s lots of stories like that, and 
they are my heroes,” Muller said. 

Muller said the years he spent compiling his 
collection have been extremely fulfi lling and 
he’s met many fantastic friends, but lately he’s 
been disappointed in how little interest there 
seems to be from others in what he calls his life’s 
work.

“When I was buying all this stuff, I always told 
my wife and my family I was doing it for the 
people and I’ll donate it all when I’m old and 
frail, but I thought to myself I’m going to make 
a million dollars on this stuff; I’m going to sell 
it and make a million dollars. As it turned out, I 
am going to donate it because nobody wants it! I 
can go online and fi nd 100 copies of a lot of my 
books for as low as $5 a piece. I used to worry 
about people coming in and robbing me, but 
nobody wants it. You can’t sell it and the prints 
I got, you can hardly give them away. So, it’s a 
sad, sad thing, because if we forget our past, I 
don’t know what our future will be like.”

But now Muller’s collection will have its 
chance to make an impact on the world starting 
in 2026 when it debuts to the public at the open-
ing of the Military and Veterans Museum. 

Besides his books, autographs, and recounts 
of chilling war stories his collection includes 
various WWII models and memorabilia in the 
form of boots and helmets donated from soldiers 
themselves or their families. There is one part of 
his collection, however, he’ll never give away, 
and that’s all the memories he’s made over the 
years. Although most of the veterans he’s met, 
interviewed, and befriended have passed away, 
the impact they made on his life never will. 

“I’ve met some fantastic friends, it’s been 
unbelievable,” he said.  

When complete, the Military and Veterans 
Museum will honor all branches of service, both 
past and present, said Randal Dietrich, the muse-
um’s executive director. The new museum will 
be built at Camp Ripley on 30 acres of donated 
land just off Highway 371, and adjacent to the 
Little Falls State Veterans Cemetery.

See more articles like this one in the Maple 
Lake Messenger. Subscribe online at www.
maplelakemessenger.com or call Monday- 
Thursday from 8:30-4:30
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We can fix almost any lamp or light fixture 
– If we can’t fix it you don’t pay!

Large Selection of Lights and Electrical Supplies
– If we don’t have it – we will find it!

Downtown Maple Lake   •  Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • 320-316-2500

We carry a wide variety of Light Bulbs 
LED • FLUORESCENT • SODIUM • QUARTZ • AND MORE 

- Design 
- Build 
- Renovate

We work hard 
to make 
your dreams 
a reality!

320-267-8591 

ollow all our latest projects on facebook

CapCustomHomes.com

llow our projects on facebook and Instagram

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

MMaster Lic#
058290PM

www.mmexpresssales.com
M-F: 8AM-5PM  • Sat: 8AM-12PM

MAPLE LAKE: 

BUFFALO: 

BIG LAKE: 

BRAINERD: 

ST. CLOUD: 

Big Lake

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!
520 DIVISION STREET WEST

MAPLE LAKE

Monday-Friday:
7AM-5PM

320-963-2060

“Serving ALL your car repair needs”

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

Need an Oil Change?
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Al Muller admires one of 250 prints he has collected over the years. Most of them 
have to do with aviation, like the one pictured above. Muller himself was a pilot so 
he has a special interest in aviation. 

World class WWII collection is museum worthy

Al Muller stands among his vast WWII 
collection looking through albums full 
of the autographs of military men and 
women, real-life heroes who did amaz-
ing things in the name of freedom. 
Muller has had to get creative to fi nd 
many of his signatures. Some are taken 
from old year books and others from let-
ters sent home. 

Al Muller holds up a framed picture of 
Amelia Earhart that includes a letter to 
the aviation pioneer and her autograph. 

The Maple Lake

From the pages of the Maple Lake Messenger. 
MapleLakeMessenger.com/subscribe
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CLEARWATER, MN • Al. Evavold@solutionsplumbingmech.com

• PLUMBING • HEATING  • COOLING • WATER CONDITIONING

ALL-Season Solutions

Emergency Service
llow our projects on facebook and Instagram

SPRING INTO ACTION
Build Confidence
Increase Strength
Boost Self Esteem
Sharpen Focus
Elevate Fitness
Improve Stamina

Four Classes & Uniform

$29
EXPIRES 12.31.23

• Buffalo  • Monticello •  Maple Grove • Rogers • Elk River • Medina • Waconia

Visit DojoKarate.com for a FREE Class  – 763.684.1000

MIGHTY DRAGONS CLASSES 
AVAILABLE FOR KIDS AGES 3+

Limited 
Availability
Reserve a

Spot Today!

Break a Board Earn your White Belt

Complete solutions for the following markets

Communications         Power         Gas

320-963-2400
APPLY TODAY AT

mpnexlevel.com

Light � Medium � Heavy Duty Towing

24 HOUR SERVICE

Junction Towing – 24 Hour Hotline

S E N I O R  L I V I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

www.pleasantvistaseniorliving.org

Rent
Credit of

$1800/Mo.
after 6 months if you
reserve by February 1!
320-274-5031 

Pleasant Vista in Annandale provides 
luxurious, upscale 
1 & 2-bedroom apartment living that 
includes:

Visit us online for a 
full list of amenities
and further details!

• Granite Counter Tops
• Washer & Dryer - in unit
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• Walk-in shower – Tubs in two bedroom
• Patio / Balcony with beautiful scenic views

WELCOME HOME!

By Brenda Erdahl 
Make merry this Christmas at the 

Paramount Center for the Arts in St. 
Cloud where the season will be cele-
brated with a star-studded line-up of 
performances including live music 
and theatrical productions. 

The theater begins ushering in 
the holidays on Dec. 12 and the 
fun doesn’t stop until after the new 
year. See what’s in store below and 
remember to get your tickets early at 
www.paramountarts.org or by call-
ing the box offi ce at 320-259-5463. 

Jukebox Saturday Night 
Dec. 12, 1:30 p.m. 

Jukebox Saturday Night is a music 
review of the great Big Bands 
during the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s.  
A fun fi lled event for all ages that 
captures the exciting sounds of great 
melodies and lyrics performed by 
an energetic group of instrumental-
ists and vocalists who will keep you 
moving in your seats, tapping your 
toes and clapping your hands.

Shaun Johnson 
Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. 

This holiday, Shaun Johnson is 
celebrating the season with passion-
ate and melodic, big band driven 
traditional pop. As the lead singer of 
Tonic Sol-fa – and an Emmy winner 
– Shaun reworks classic Christmas 
fare with a charismatic charm, and 
his performances routinely sell out. 
Make plans to see this nationally 
acclaimed Billboard Top 5 artist as 
he returns to the Paramount Theatre 
this December.

Lorrie Morgan’s
Enchanted Christmas 
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Join platinum selling recording 
artist and Grand Ole Opry member, 
Lorrie Morgan, for a night of unpar-
alleled entertainment with hits and 
holiday favorites. She is at once ten-
der and soulful, and the next minute, 
a modern-day torch singer; putting 
her special vocal touch on familiar 
favorites. A peerless song interpret-
er, Lorrie will share seasonal clas-
sics, a few surprises and stories from 
her iconic career.

Lorie Line
Dec. 17, 3:00 p.m. 

This year marks the 34th year of 
Lorie Line bringing her Christmas 
show to the stage! Simple and ele-
gant, Ms. Line will be presenting an 
all-new solo piano show that fea-
tures both the classics and some of 
the newer songs that make the sea-
son special. She will be featuring an 
all-new vocalist this year! And bells 
are back! Yes, this year Dept 56 will 
introduce Dasher the Deer who will 
ring in the season with Lorie Line 
fans. So make plans now to spend 
an intimate evening around the 

piano with Lorie as she shares her 
heartwarming stories and creates 
memorable music that celebrates the 
true meaning of Christmas.

George Maurer Group 
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. 

Celebrating their 26th year at the 
Paramount, the George Maurer 
Group returns to the stage for one 
of the Paramount’s most popular 
holiday traditions. With holiday 
tunes you know and love, plus some 
new surprises, George Maurer, Ann 
Michels and the rest of the gang 
bring the jazz and turn up the fun 
this December. 

Rock n Roll Xmas Spectacular 
Dec. 19-23, 7:30 p.m. 

Celebrating 19 years of Rock & 
Roll Xmas Spectacular in 2023! 
Join an all-star cast of musicians as 
they rock their way through timeless 
holiday classics and bring new takes 
on hit songs you didn’t even know 
were holiday classics. Nothing will 
get you into the holiday spirit better 
than Rock & Roll Xmas Spectacu-
lar!

Church Basement Ladies: 
Away in the Basement 
Dec. 27 & 28, 7:30 p.m. 

It is 1959 and the day of the Sun-
day School Christmas Program. 
As the children rehearse up in the 
sanctuary, the ladies of the kitchen 
are fi nishing up the goodie bags and 
putting fi nal touches on the Nativi-
ty pieces. Little do they know what 
surprises are in store for them as 
they are called upon to, once again, 
step in and save the day.

Deuces Wild Dueling Pianos
New Year’s Eve!
Dec. 31, 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

For over 20 years Dave & Ted have 
traveled coast to coast in the USA, 
Canada, Panama and Mexico as the 
most sought after dueling piano act 
in the country. Their high energy 
mix of comedy, music and extensive 
audience participation makes this a 
show unlike any other! Clap along, 
laugh along and sing along with 
Dave & Ted, Deuces Wild!

Celebrate Christmas with a night out at the theater

LAUGH OUT LOUD at the Church Basement Ladies: Away in the Basement. Performances are 
Wednesday – Thursday, Dec. 27 & 28.  

The nest is gone, but the eagles and the cam-
era remain

The webcam that brought you the popular 
EagleCam for ten seasons is still in place and 
will be broadcast again this year at www.dnr.
state.mn.us/features/webcams/index.html

Even though there is not a nest, the eagle 
pair still frequents the same territory. Since 
the nest fell, they have continued to be seen 
by photographers in the area as well as by 
DNR staff monitoring the camera. This year, 
we will keep the camera “touring” locations 
in the area where we’ve observed eagle 
activity or perching. We hope you will tune 
in to immerse yourself in eagle habitat and 
visit the other wildlife that utilize this natural 
area.  

2022 Eagle Camera recap:
Last EagleCam season began as usual in 

November 2022. The same pair as the pre-
vious season were tending their nest. They 
laid two eggs in February. One of the eggs 
broke shortly thereafter. They continued to 
incubate the remaining egg through spring 
snowstorms and endured intense Minnesota 
spring weather. On April 1, 2023, almost a 
foot of heavy, wet snow fell. The branch that 
had held the nest for 20 years fi nally gave 
way and the nest fell in the morning of April 
2. Staff immediately went to the site and 
found that the one-week-old chick did not 
survive the fall. 

Whether live or on the YouTube record-
ing, watching the nest fall was diffi cult for 
many. In the vicinity of our webcam’s fea-
tured nest, there were three other eagle nests 
that fell that day, as well as many trees. The 
viral image of the incubating, snow-covered 
female illustrates the unpredictability of 

Minnesota’s weather, but eagles are resilient, 
and the pair were spotted in the area many 
times during the subsequent months. This 
is normal, as eagles are very loyal to their 
territory.

What’s next?
A new nest will be broadcast in the future. 

Thank you to everyone who sent in sugges-
tions, we have two potential locations cho-
sen. It is a challenge to install a camera at 
an eagle’s nest but, thankfully, Minnesota 
has the largest population of bald eagles in 
the lower 48 states, so there is no shortage! 
We are dedicated to installing the camera 
at a new eagle nest by next season to share 
and we thank you for your patience as we 
work out the complexities of camera installa-
tion. Stay tuned for more information as our 
efforts progress! 

 –Minnesota DNR Report

EagleCam is now live without a nest

The MN DNR turned its EagleCam on as usual, 
Nov. 22 even though the nest is gone. The nest 
tragically fell last winter during a snowstorm, 
but the eagle pair still frequents the area, so 
the DNR will continue to observe and broad-
cast their activity at www.dnr.state.mn.us/fea-
tures/webcams/index.html
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NUMBER CRUNCHER
Find the missing numbers (1-9) in the puzzle below.

Solve the puzzle using the hints in gray.

Unscramb-Lure answer: 
Gingerbread
Hot Cocoa

Scone

619

738

425

6 9

3

16

18

13

17 6 22

(+)

(+)

ANSWERS

UNSCRAMBLURE
Unscramble the letters to determine the words.

I A N G E G R D B E R

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

H T O  A O C C O

_ _ _  _ _ _ _ _

O S C E N

_ _ _ _ _

MORE  F UN !

CONGRATULATIONS 
COLURERS, YOU’VE WON!

M AD E LE I N E  LA N G
($25 Gift Card)

AR I A  CO M B S
(1-Year Subscription to the Advocate)

~

              
~

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 

Madison, WI 53783 ©2020 017720 – 1/20 – 12163928 

   
    

Dream fearlessly with American Family Insurance. Contact me today.

With rewards for safe 
behavior that protects what
matters most, rather 
than penalties for what 
doesn’t go quite right. And
with the support you need, every step of the way. 
For your car. Your home. For your unique life.

  C

Alyssa Radisewitz Domagala, Agent
99 Oak Ave. N, Annandale
aradisew@amfam.com
Bus: (320) 274-5900
alyssadomagalaagency.com

A “TAKE SOME OF THE WORRY

OUT OF LIFE” POLICY

274-5958 211 Elm Street W., Annandale

• Paynesville

• Buffalo 

• Monticello

MCDONALD’S

OF ANNANDALE

David C. Burd, Agent

10 Oak Ave. S

Annandale MN 55302-0306

Bus: 320-274-3185

www.davidcburd.com

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Great home &
auto rates for
any budget.320-274-3052 

Downtown, Main St., Annandale

www.annandaleadvocate.com

YOURCOMMUNITY,YOURNEWSPAPER,
YOURLIFE!

Laketown Dental

Family • Implant • Cosmetic • Orthodontics • Invisalign

www.laketowndental.com
Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow

300 Park St E, Annandale, MN 55302 
320-274-8555

• NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! •
• CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION •

We cater for 
ALL Occasions!!!

Open 7 Days a Week:
8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Hwy. 55 • Annandale
320.274.7100

• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Reunions
• Graduation Parties
• And More...

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
www. lakecentra l .bank
service@lakecentral.bank

• Dine In Or Take Out 
• Homemade Soups

Daily
• Featuring Casual 

Dining
• Home Cooking  
• Homemade Pie

Broasted Chicken- 
Our Specialty

95 Elm St. East •
Hwy 55 • Annandale,

274-1404

H
Welcome

omestyleCountry
Cafe

Hours: Sun 7 am-1 pm 
Mon-Wed 7 am-3 pm  
Thu-Fri 7 am - 8 pm 

Sat. 7 am - 3 pm

–OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK–

Breakfast • Lunch

BRIDAL  FASHION  DIAMONDS
CUSTOM DESIGN ON-SITE REPAIR

Open Tues-Sat
Downtown Annandale

www.millers-jewelry.com

• Espresso
• Tea
• Slushies

• Sodas
• Scones 
• Cookies

320-274-6828
20 Cedar St. E, Annandale

InHotWaterCoffee.com

See us on Facebook
for updates & Events

Stop by for your breakfast
brew and a treat or two.

T R U C K  M A T E  T O P P E R S

540 Elm St. E, Annandale, MN 320.274.3008
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m–5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appointment only

• Tonneau Covers
• Compustar Remote Starts
• WeatherTech Floor Liners

• Rock Tamer Mud Flaps
• Brush Guards
• Running Boards

www.truckmatetoppers.com

COLOR ME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SWEET PRIZE!
Color the drawing below and bring it to the CoLUREing sponsor of the month IN HOT WATER

COFFEE SHOP for a chance to win a $25 gift card to Homestyle Country Catering and a one
year subscription to the Annandale Advocate! Extra copies of the picture are available at any of

the businesses listed on this page. Deadline to drop off picture is Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023.
All ages welcome to enter. Colorings will be judged by the CoLUREing contest sponsor of the month. 

Winners will be notified by phone.

Name:                                                                           Age:                    Town:                                              Phone:
(_ _ _) _ _ _-_ _ _ _

E NTRY  I N F ORM AT ION  (Please fill in the information below to complete your entry into the COLUREING contest.)

THE COLUREING CONTEST SPONSOR THIS MONTH IS
IN HOT WATER COFFEE SHOP

Drop Entries off at: 20 Cedar St.E• ., Annandale • (320) 274-6828

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-noon 
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Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

.dez.
(763) 684
www .comCAA

4-3965 
zielHV m

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

CountryLAKE

Calendar

2023
December     

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the 

Lake Country 
Calendar!

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

0949 
da

952.999.0949
Ada Dittberner

REALTOR®
fishMLS

realty

®

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the 

Lake Country 
Calendar!

2o,000+ 
 Local  Residents
Recieve the Lake Country

Calendar

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

320-274-2052 320-963-3813

The Maple Lake

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

10

3 4 5 6 7

11 12 13 17

17 18 19 20 21

Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

• Passover Begins
•  Legion Riders Club at  Legion Club, 7 p.m
� Full MoonMaundy Thursday

 

 • Classes Resume, Maple Lake Schools

25 26 27

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start
• Fire Safety Training Classroom Day, South 

Haven City Hall, 6-8:30 p.m.

• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m
• South Haven City Council Meets, 6:30 p.m
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Tax Day

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m.  

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m

 • Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the Maple 
Lake Legion, 7 p.m.

• Turkey Hunt B Season Open Through 
April 25

28

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at the 

Legion Club
• Passover Ends

• Administrative Professional’s Day

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meets, 7 pm

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
• Turkey Hunt A Season Open Thru April 18

24

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 
Media Center, 7 p.m

• Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meets - American Legion, 7:30 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Spr ing  Break!  Maple  Lake  Schools

11

4 5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22 23

16

• Legion Riders Club at The Legion, 7 p.m.
• Pearl Harbor Day

• Festival of Trees, Wright County Historical 
Society, Mon-Fri 8 a.m-4:30 p.m and 
Saturdays 9 a.m.-3 p.m. All Month Long

• Christ Child Luncheon, St. Ignatius 
Church, Annandale, 10:45 a.m.-1 p.m.

• Holiday Tour of Lights, Trailblazer Transit, 
5-8 p.m. All Month Long

• European Christmas Market. St. Paul’s 
Union Depot, 4-9 p.m.

• Maple Lake Irish Basketball @ Spectrum 
High School, 7 p.m.

26 27 28

• Main St. Holiday 1-5:30 p.m., Annandale 
• Holiday Lights Parade, 5:30-6 p.m., 

Annandale

• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start
• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• M.L. Irish Basketball VS. Holdingford 7 pm

• Maple Lake City Council Meets, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, 
St. Timothy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m

First Day of Winter
• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• M.L. Legion Auxiliary Meeting, 7pm
• M.L. Irish Basketball @Long Prairie-Grey 

Eagle High School, 7 p.m.

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 
Media Center, 7 p.m

• Tunes & Treats Jazz Band Concerts, 
7 p.m., Annandale High School

29

 • Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at the 

Legion Club

• Holiday Train,   Buffalo at 5th St , 5:45 p.m.
• Holiday Train,  Annandale, 7:15 p.m.
• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen meet, 7 pm
• Annandale Chamber Meets TBD, 11:30am

• Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

• M.L. Irish Basketball Tourney@ Benson (TBA) 

30

• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m.
• South Haven Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.

• Christmas in Maple Lake, 10 am - 6 pm
• MN Pioneer Park, Pioneer Christmas, 

Annandale 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
• Deck the Halls, Buffalo 3-5 p.m.
• Santa- Bertram Park, 9:30 am- 1:30 pm
• Bake Sale, Silent Auction & Luncheon, St. 

John’s Church Annandale, 9-1 pm

25

Merry Christmas! 

• MLWS Holiday Wine Tasting
at Maple Lake Legion 7pm

• Christmas Coloring Contest Starts!
 Find entries in the Maple Lake Messenger  

or the Maple Lake Library
• Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m

• Maple Lake Irish Basketball VS. Howard 
Lake-Waverly-WInsted, 7 p.m.

• European Christmas Market at St. Paul’s 
Union Depot, 4-9 p.m.

• M.L. Irish Basketball Tourney@ Benson (TBA) 

3

17

10

• St. Tim’s Santa’s Workshop 10-12 p.m.
• MN Vikings @  Raiders, 3:05 p.m
Sunrise- 7:42 a.m.
Sunset- 4:32 p.m

• Pioneer Park Christmas/Meat raffl e
• European Christmas Market at St. Paul’s 

Union Depot, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
• Share Your Pancake Breakfast, Annandale 

Kiwanis Club , 8- Noon
• Sunrise 7:35 a.m.
• Sunset  4:33 p.m.

• Breakfast with Santa, Annandale H.S., 
8:30-12 p.m.

• Vikings Vs. Bengals, TBD
Sunrise- 7:48 a.m.
Sunset- 4:33 p.m

 

• M.L.  VFW Post 7664, M.L. Legion, 7 p.m.

24⁄31⁄• Christmas Eve
• Vikings Vs. Lions, 12 pm
Sunrise- 7:51 am
Sunset- 4:36 pm 

New Years Eve
Sunrise- 7:53 am
Sunset- 4:41 p.m

• Vikings Vs. Packers, 7:20 pm
• New Year’s at 9, 

Clock Tower Park, Annandale

FOR LESS THAN $1.65 per day your BUSINESS CARD REACHES 20,000 RESIDENTS!

MAY ADD THEIR EVENTS ANYTIME!
AND UPDATE THEIR BUSINESS CARD SPACE MONTHLY!

 CALENDAR SPONSORS

Call 320-963-3813 
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