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Reefer Baits are a big hit!

After months of development, CBD of
Maple Lake has released a revolutionary
new marijuana infused bait just in time for
the ice fishing season owner Mary Jane
announced at 4:20 this afternoon.

Concocted in the local store’s own base-
ment laboratory, the bait combines the
smells fish love with a tincture of THC that
will be as addicting to fish as the store’s
fudge brownies are to humans.

The key to the bait’s success is in the
two-step process, Jane explained. First a
THC oil laced with fragrance is used as a
liquid attractant.

“Two or three drops in the water is all
it takes,” she said. “The fish will home in
on the vapor trail and ingest the oil as they
swim. Once ingested, they will start to
experience a false sense of well-being, then
the munchies will hit, that’s when you drop
the lure.”

Something shiny is really all it takes
to impress the fish’s heightened sensory
perception at this point, but to make it
irresistible, Jane has created her Funny
Fish Lure (sold separately) that plays to
the fish’s sudden craving for bizarre snack
foods. Jane’s vast expertise being high as
a kite has helped her to come up with four
irresistible flavors: potato chip, ice cream,
pepperoni, and French fries.

“My Reefer Oil combined with the
Funny Fish Lure is foolproof. Any creature
swimming within 50 yards is going to go
bananas for it,” she said. “If there are fish
in the area, you will catch them.”

Local bait store owners predict Jane’s
Reefer Oil and Funny Fish Lures will sell
like space cakes and they are eager to get
in on the action.

\

1”_]

PUB & GRILL

PLE LAKE, MINNES
EST. 2000

STERK %
NIGHT

CHOICE OF
POTATO
SOUP or

SALAD

Mon.-Fri. 3:00-6:00pm | Saturday & Sundays11am-1pm

\1\\

" THURSTAY " ERlAY

This fish was half baked before it ever
store’s marijuana infused bait.

“In theory, anglers won’t have to worry
about water temperature, or the phases of
the moon affecting how fish bite anymore.
As every stoner knows, there is no resisting
the munchies when they set in,” said Rip
Bong owner of Kiss my Bass Sports Shop.

Jane’s invention is already putting Maple
Lake on the map. Prior to its public release
the bait was given a trial run on the state’s
largest bass fishing tour, The Bad Bass
Open. “My friend who fishes professional-
ly said he’d give it a go and they all loved
it,” Jane said.

It’s already been nominated for best
new product of the year and even attracted
national attention when a post went viral of
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hit the frying pan thanks to the local CBD
Photo by Cam Raman

the President himself swaying on his yacht
to Black Sabbath’s “Sweet Leaf” with a
lunker on his line.

*“This hooch is downright addicting,
man,” commented 2023 US Bassin
Champion Holden Dink, “not to say I've
indulged in Reefer Oil myself, although I
may have taken a rip from my own stash
before this interview, what I mean to say is
those fish won’t stand a chance once they
puff the dragon.”

Despite local bait shop’s eagerness to
carry the product in their stores, Jane says
she plans to sell it exclusively at Maple

(See “Reefer Baits” page 11)
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City councilors are appalled by
city flag finalists

By Paige Turner

The Maple Lake City Coun-
cil held a special meeting
Thursday to review submis-
sions for a new city flag,

a process that called into
question what is art, and

do we really want it wav-
ing boldly high above City
Hall?

Councilors voted last month
in favor of designing a

flag that would be a visual
symbol representing Maple
Lake’s great people, storied
past, and natural beauty.
Rigid stipulations were set
(which no one paid attention
to) and an invitation drafted
to all local artists for the
chance to have their work
on display above all others
(literally as it would be strung to the top of a
very tall pole).

Stipulations included: Nothing too flamboy-
ant, or too dull; nothing too abstract but real-
ism should be avoided; refrain from using
geometrical shapes and squiggly lines (we
are not in kindergarten folks) and lastly, rep-
resentations of citizens, living or deceased
are strictly prohibited.

Councilors were disappointed to receive only
four submissions and were further disap-
pointed at the quality of the submissions, or
lack thereof.

Councilor Ileane Wright opinioned that the
no squiggly line stipulation was like tying
artists’ hands behind their backs and ask-
ing them to paint with their teeth. “It’s just
another example of big government sticking
their fingers where they don’t belong,” she
said. “We should let art be art.”

Her comment led to hours of bickering about
what delineates good art from bad art, which
this journalist will edit from her report and
spare you the agony of reading except for
this one thought, is not the best art, that
which is left open to interpretation? Either
way what the council had before them could
not be considered in any way to be art.

In fact, the submissions were so terrible,

WINTER IS
NOT OVER!

REMOTE START

763-595-1400

councilors who had ear-
lier decided to simplify
democracy by choosing
the new flag themselves
at a closed meeting,

in an uncharacteristic
change of mind opted to
put the designs to a vote
by the public instead.

“That way we won’t be
blamed,” Mayor Cam
Pane stated judiciously.

Maple Lake city council mem-
ber, lleane Wright, had high
hopes for a new city flag design.
Wright believes the ridiculous
stipulations tied the hands of
artists, and by the looks of the
entries Maple Flake editors lit-
erally, couldn’t agree more!

Citizens living within
the city limits have until
the end of the month to
cast their vote on The
City website www.this-
wasabadidea.org There
they will face the daunt-
ing task of choosing the
best of some of the worst specimens they’ll
likely ever see. Just to prepare you for the
horrors, you will find a detailed description
of each design submitted by the artist in the
sidebar at right.

Counselors ask that the public vote very
conscientiously despite the abysmal options
and consider the following before making a
decision:

1. Will this design stand the test of time?
“We don’t want anything that’s going to

go out of style like skorts or jelly sandals,”
Councilor Helen Bach said. “There’s no way
I'm going through this torture again just to
make our flag more relevant to the times.”

2. Will this design make Maple Lake stand
out above the rest? “I don’t think this will

be a problem, any one of these designs is
going to draw attention, in fact, I bet we’ll be
laughed at for many years to come,” Coun-
cilor Jerry Atrick said.

3. Does it use meaningful symbolism? For
legal reasons City Attorney Sue Yoo advises
voters to abstain from selecting a design with
shapes or pictures that could be in any way
considered obscene, offensive, or mistaken
for body parts.

Have your say at www.thiswasabadidea .org

MOBILE ELECTRONICS

www.radio-activemobile.com

210 7th St. NE e Buffalo, MN 55313

FLAG 1

Artist:
Sheneeda Life

Medium:

Watercolor on plain old paper

This may look like a simple bowl of fruit painted by a middle-aged mom who
enrolled in a painting class at the local community center after binge watching
the entire fifth season of “Yellowstone” in one afternoon and was struck by the
sudden fear that if she didn’t get out of the house that minute she’d end up
like her mother, but in truth this bowl of fruit is an illustration of our great com-
munity and has nothing to do with her mother. The apples represent our good
health, the pears depict our shapely citizens, oranges represent our sunny
disposition, grapes because we are a “grape” bunch of people, the bananas
represent our soft, sweet interior and the bowl is like a pair of open hands

holding us all together.

FLAG 2
Artist:
Terry Bull

Medium:
Qil on canvas

The four colored bars in my painting depict the unforgiving landscape that
lay between our ancestors and the new world. The green bar on the far right
represents the Emerald Isle, the blue bar is the vast Atlantic Ocean, the next
green bar is the American wilderness, and the white bar is Minnesota, the land
of snow and ice. The squiggly line running through it all depicts our ancestor’s
meandering journey to Maple Lake. | know there was a rule against squiggly
lines, but this literally tracks my great, great grandfather Jameson’s journey
who is said to have enjoyed a pint or two along the way. Slainte!

FLAG 3

Artist:
R. U. Joking

Medium:

Sharpies on a napkin
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My flag needs no explanation.
Maple leaf plus a lake equals. you got it!

FLAG 4
Artist: P. Brain
Medium:

Fingers on my computer

Editor’s note: This design came without an artist description but it's
pretty obvious it’s just a bunch of random clip art thrown together in
a weirdly sinister way (check out the cat with the creepy eyes and

unnatural smile).
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$6.25 - Soup & Garden Salad
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Weekly Specialties £ |
Check Facebook for our weekly spe-
cialty salad, sandwich, burger, or dessert!




PAGE 4 __ THE MAPLE FLAKE — 2024

FISH OR FIB?

Derby takes steps to
freeze future fiascos

PUBLICATION OF THE MAPLE LAKE MESSENGER

By Paige Turner

technicality has been fixed after Ben Mak-
initup won an arbitration settlement for the
heaviest fish at the 2022 Maple Lake Ice
Fishing Derby, officials reported.

Makinitup drove off with the top prize two years ago
for a pike encapsulated in a block of snow and ice. As
he told the judge at the settlement hearing, there was no
rule in the books that stated a fish couldn’t be frozen at
weigh-in time. His catch also set the record for longest,
widest, coldest, and most blocklike.

Makinitup contends the fish was alive and ice free when
he pulled it out of the hole and only accumulated its
frosty exterior during transport to the weigh-in table.
He said the derby committee was at fault for holding its
annual contest on such a cold day.

Iban Robbed, the derby volunteer that confronted Mak-
initup that day, said he knew something was fishy about
the man the minute he saw him.

“Here he comes pushing this giant block of ice and he
says he wants to submit his catch,” Robbed told the
Maple Flake. “He claimed there was a fish inside there.

Ben Makinitup drove off with the prize for heaviest fish thanks to a technicality that has now been fixed, I thought he was crazy, but he made me walk around to

Maple Lake Ice Fishing Derby officials said.

MANY IN-STORE SALES 1
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Photo courtesy of Cam Raman the other side and after scraping away some of the snow,

I could just make out something that may have been a
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fish. It was long and greenish so it
could have been a pike, or maybe

an eel. Does Maple Lake have eels?
Anyway, I told him politely to get
lost and he says, ‘there’s no rule

my fish can’t be frozen.’ I laughed
because I thought he was joking and
without another word he walks over
to the wall where we hang the nicest
of the catches, grabs one of the fish
and slams it down against the weigh-
in table. Broke the table right in half
and he says, ‘you can’t tell me these
fish aren’t frozen.’ I told him the
difference was you could tell those
were fish. He could have told me he
had a woolly mammoth in that block
of ice, and I wouldn’t have known
any better. So, then he storms off
and I thought that was the end of it.
A couple days later I get a call from
the derby president Burt N urney
saying he got a summons from the
county courthouse on account of a
cuy named Ben Makinitup who filed
a suit against the derby committee.
Can you believe that? Some people
will go to any lengths to get their
hands on one of those lavish fish
houses.”

According to the report, Makinitup
claimed he would have won for the
heaviest fish and was entitled to an
Ice Castle Fishhouse or $50,000. In
addition, he wanted a public apology
from Robbed at the following year’s
derby and the official title of Grand
Champion 2022.

“I'm surprised he didn’t ask for a
parade,” Robbed fumed.

2 : ST

THE MAPLE FLAKE - 2024

The judges watch in disbelief at the weigh-in tables on Maple Lake
as the Derby submission table lays in shambles after Ben Makeinitup
made it clear to judges he was not happy with their 2022 Derby Contest

decision.

Robbed told The Flake that the
Derby Committee’s lawyer, Ima
Dufas was so confident Makinitup
didn’t have a fin to swim with she
encouraged them to go to court and
when they won, sue Makinitup for
damages. To everyone’s surprise
Judge Norma Lee Lucid ruled in
favor of the plaintiff.

One bright spot of the entire ugly
affair is Makinitup was required to
buy the Derby a new table to replace
the one he broke.

The committee has since learned

its lesson, said president N urney.
New language has been added to the
rule book that states derby judges
must determine, without a doubt

100 State Hwy. 55

MAPLE LAKE OFFICE

Maple Lake, MN 55358
Phone: (320) 963-3161

the fish being submitted is in fact a
fish. Details on the criteria for what
constitutes a fish are still being dis-
cussed, N'urney said. Some of the
suggestions include licking the fish
under the assumption if it tastes like
a fish and looks like a fish it must be
a fish. Another suggestion that was
less popular than the licking test, was
the smell test in which the fish must
be placed in a warm vehicle until it
starts to stink. The answer would be
in the smell. A game of rock, paper,
scissors would determine whose car
is used.

“We haven’t ironed out all the details
yet, but when we're done, it will be
fool proof,” President Burt N'urney
said. Emphasis on the “fool.”

Welcome to Star Bank
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Star Bank is a family-owned, independent community bank with deep roots
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By Paige Turner

Justice was swift and mer-
ciless for Bessie Bovine,
the brown eyed beauty
whose only crime was
walking through that open
fence and grabbing life by
the horns.

Bovine who is described
as well-proportioned with
a sweet disposition was
captured last night after
an extensive search led by
Mayor Cam Pane who had
a personal grievance with
the elusive Bovine. In an
act of vigilante justice,
Bovine has been skewered
and spitted; “Steaks for
everyone,” Mayor Pane

THE MAPLE FLAKE - 2024

ler Nonsense

-
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to innocent flowers,
they were my babies

.. .even though they
were nothing but trou-
ble always wanting
sunlight and water,”
sobbed an inconsolable
Mrs. Hyde to Flake
reporiers.

Poor Mrs. Jacque-

line Hyde’s Begonias
weren’t the only vic-
tims of Bovine’s crime
spree. Mr. Lee King
woke one morning to
find strange, cylindric
impressions scattered
throughout his newly
poured cement patio
and Miss. Ima Nutt had
to employ the rather

declafed early Tuesday i spendy services of Riff
morning. A P » i Raff Roofers to replace
As you have probably Bessie Bovine pictured above, fell victim to an act of vigilante justice after escaping her enclosure at the ~ M2lf a dozen broken
guessed by now, Miss Funny Farm. Ms. Bovine was skewered and spitted by an angry mob early Tuesday moming, “Steaks for ~ Shingles on her gnome
Bovine is none other than  everyone,” declared Mayor Cam Pane. Picture courtesy of Cam Raman ~ 1OUSe-
the roaming cow that “That gnome house is
escaped her enclosure at . ) ) last year won her Grand Cham- the center piece of m
Funny Farms in late Augustand W3 unknown until just last week loose in the wake of a string of pion honors at the County Fair " P pIc y

. when her image was captured oddball crimes. It started when : [ oIy & Jperinig
has been wreaking havoc on g SEgen , : had been cleanly sliced off and and stomped on it; it was like
local flora, vegetation, and chil- on Mr. and Mrs. Reid N. Rite’s Mrs. Jacq.uelme Hyde woke up taken, leaving only the woody thev siomped onmny henct: Nok
dren’s toys in the area ever since doorbell camera. For months one morning to find someone — ly P £ affy d

" citizens had been convinced had beheaded her prize-winning only that, Riff Raff charged me

The mystery of Bovine’s identity  there was a psychopath on the begonias. The palatial petals that ~“Who would do such a thing $150 just to come out and look

=
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at it,” Nutt stated.

The crimes seemed to ebb as winter set in
and police theorized the culprit had hun-
kered down in some barn somewhere, then
out of the blue they started up again.

Little P. Nutt found his new Flybar Gizmo
Riders Stratos Sled broken in two just
days after Christmas and the carrot nose
on six-year-old Ima Pane’s snowman went
missing shortly after. Ima who is the May-
or’s daughter - if you didn’t know that
already - was so distraught by the theft of
her favorite of her snowman’s features,
she refused to eat her vegetables for the
next two weeks and suffered a severe
Vitamin A deficiency that required hospi-
talization.

Despite the Mayor’s pressure to capture

The carrot nose on six-year-old Ima
Pane’s snowman went missing.
Picture courtesy of Cam Raman
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the odious offender, police were stymied
by the lack of evidence.

“The culprit must be a criminal master-
mind because there are absolutely no fin-
gerprints to speak of,” Officer Pat Downe
told Flake reporters.

Public sentiment was nearing hysteria as
rumors spread over social media of a mad
man prowling our peaceful neighborhoods
in the wee hours of the morning. Glimps-
es were caught on camera of a bullish
form emerging then disappearing into the
shadows. Normally sane people were seen
sharpening their pitchforks and wooden
stakes and law enforcement warned any-
one caught inciting an angry mob would
be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.
Threats began flying as neighbors turned
suspicious eyes on each other. The City
went so far as to set a 5 p.m. curfew for
children under the age of 16. Then, last
week, the case broke wide open.

Mr. and Mrs. Reid N. Rite were spending
their winter in Florida as they always did
when their phone alerted them that their
Ring camera detected a visitor at their
front door back home.

“We figured one of the kids stopped by
to check the house,” Reid N. Rite’s better
half Norma Lee Rite said. “To our sur-
prise, when we looked at the video, there
was very non-human face staring back

at us. The picture was so distorted — you
know how those cameras are — that at
first, we couldn’t tell what it was. Was it a
pig or a cow? But what was really creepy
were its eyes. They were almost human
looking. Just thinking of it now gives me
the shivers,” Norma Lee said with a tell-
tale shake.

Before long the Mayor got wind of the
photo and the witch hunt, I mean cow

hunt began. You know the rest of the story.

That angry mob law enforcement decried
just days earlier took up their pitchforks
and before the day’s end they had that
poor, half-witted creature roasting over an
open flame.

The owners of the cow, Mr. and Mrs.
Funny, said they won’t press charges for
the destruction of their property consider-
ing it was their fault the animal escaped.
Their only comment was that Bessie
Bovine had always been a free spirit who
was never content to stay in her pen.

Much of the town turned up at the mayor’s
house on Tuesday, for a delicious meal

of steak and eggs prepared by the mayor
himself. Even little Ima Pane ate her vege-
tables that day.

PAGE 7

The mystery of Bessie Bovine’s iden-
tity was unknown until just last week
when her image was captured on a
doorbell camera.

Picture courtesy of Reid N. Rite
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An Addictive
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Bashful Bob

“Pick me Girl” at left is
one of the nine compelling
characters in a new reality
~ series that has Maple Lake
. on the brink of anarchy .

' Image courtesy of Cam Raman
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Senies

By Paige Turner

A strange new phenomenon has
gripped Maple Lake, one that has
employers shaking their heads
and police fearing for residents’
lives.

The once lively and energetic
town has grown quiet of late.
Local watering holes that three
months ago would have been
filled with loud music and rau-
cous laughter are now silent as
tombs.

“People don’t come in to social-
ize anymore,” said the proprietor
of Lit Lounge, lona Bar “They
just come in, park their butts in

a chair and stare down at their
phones. Half the time they don’t
even order anything. If | were a
conspiracy theorist, I'd say aliens
had used their superior technol-
ogy to turn our phones into hyp-
notizing devices, making us all
as placid as cows and that much
easier to control when they arrive

shakes up Maple Lake

to take over the world!”

Editor’s note: This reporter wants
to assure everybody right now
that there are no aliens trying

to take over the world, so don’t
let me catch you stocking up on
toilet paper again. I repeat, this is
not the end of the world!

The truth, sadly, is much more
pitiful. A locally produced You-
Tube channel called Rocky and
the Rockets has been livestream-
ing a trail cam recording of the
daily interactions of a raccoon
family and that is what has
drawn the attention of our friends
and loved ones. Employers are
reporting an uptick in procras-
tination, lethargy and general
laziness as employees’ faces turn
more and more to their computer
screens not to do work, but to
watch these animals, dubbed
The In-laws by creator Howie
Dunnit.

Police are responding to reports

320-963-3794
WWW.SUNFISHDENTAL.COM
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Cheeky Little Brother

of near collisions as pedestrians,
walking with their faces glued to
their phones, step heedlessly into
oncoming traffic.

“It’s a real concern that someone
is going to wind up a pancake on
Main Street,” officer Pat Downe
said.

Dunnit insists he did not intend

to create such anarchy when he
opened his channel. He said he had
no idea it would be so addicting.

It all started when a family of rac-
coons moved in under the porch of
his Maple Lake home last fall, he
said.

“My wife wanted me to get rid

of them by any means necessary,
she’s got the backwards view

that all raccoons, bats and dogs

that drool too much are rabid —
although I wouldn’t put it past the
one we call Evil Cousin Stan. I
wouldn’t stick my hand down a
hole he’s hunkered up in, if you
know what I mean. The rest though
are kinda cute, especially The Baby

Evil Cousin Stan

with the little handkerchief tied
around his neck.”

There are nine raccoons in all
living under Dunnit’s porch and
they all have nicknames, inspired
Ironically by his wife’s side of the
family.

There’s “The Cheeky Little Broth-
er” who can never stop clowning
long enough to take a nice picture,
“Disappointed Dad,” “Hand-wring-
ing Mom,” “Bashful Bob” who
tries to hide his face from the
camera and “Pick Me Girl,” who
always has to be the center of
attention.”

There are also the black sheep of
the family - Grandpa Seymour who
has a gambling problem and Uncle
Sticky Finger who is very wealthy
but gained it through questionable
means.

Dunnit said he got to know the rac-
coon family by watching them on a
trail cam in his back yard. “They’d
come out at night and rummage

THE MAPLE FLAKE - 2024

Grandpa Seymour

through our garbage cans looking
for scraps of food, bits of clothing
and shiny objects. You can learn a
lot about critters by watching their
behaviors, expressions, and body
language . For instance, Disappoint-
ed Dad may look beaten down by
life, but he’s a good provider,” Ble-
wit said seriously.

After a few weeks of watching the
raccoons’ nighttime antics, Dunnit
became curious as to what they did
during the day, so one night after
they had all gone out, he snuck into
their home under the porch and
planted some hidden cameras.

“That’s how I found out about
Grandpa’s gambling problem,”
he said. “I admit, it felt a little
like invasion of privacy, then I
told myself, hey, if the DNR can
play Peeping Tom with those bald
eagles, it can’t be wrong.”

Before long, Dunnit realized that
like the DNR, he wanted to share
his love of nature with all of Maple
Lake.

The Baby

“It’s like there’s a whole other little
society living just under the surface
of our own,” he said.

Now exhausted authorities and
frazzled employers are trying to
think of a way get residents away
from their screens and back to
reality.

“We’ve thought of trapping The
In-laws and transporting them to

a forest far, far away like Itasca,
but the public outrage would be
too great,” Officer Pat Downe
said. The other questionable plan
to revoke the internet privileges of
the entire town was also quickly
rejected.

The local chamber of commerce
has decided it will hold a meeting
Monday for business owners and
local law enforcement to come
together and brainstorm ideas to
get our community back on track.
Anyone without plans to watch
raccoons that night is invited to
attend.

Disappointed Dad

Our Name Has Changed
CEDAR LAKE ENGINEERING IS NOW

CEDAR LAKE

METAL SOLUTIONS

Your Partner for Metal Manufacturing

Call us today to speak to a representative or to request a quote!

320.526.1259

500 CONGRESS ST W, MAPLE LAKE MN 55358

Cedar Lake Metal Solutions will continue providing the
highest quality metal stamping, laser cutting and fabricating
in the industry. We take pride in providing our customers with
the best possible service by combining speed, quality and
competitive pricing as we have been since 1980. Only our
name has changed.

Looking for work?
Stop in to apply or give us a call!
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" HAS RESIDENT UP IN Al

By Al Beebak
he Minnesota Legislature is consider-
Ting anew law that doesn’t bode well
for lakeshore owners.

The bill introduced by Senator lova All-
tax will charge a yearly property tax for all
docks on Minnesota lakes. The law will
take effect July 1, 2024, for taxes payable in
2025.

The bill, which has bipartisan support,
would assess a tax of $12.50 per square foot

THE MAPLE FLAKE - 2024

4

of all docks, boat lifts and floating rafts on a
lakeshore owner’s property.

Barn-storming the state

Alltax and a contingent of aides have been
barn-storming the state, urging citizens to
contact their representatives to vote for the
new dock tax.

Recently Alltax stopped in Maple Lake
to get feedback from local citizens. Unfor-
tunately, only two Maple Lake residents

Georgie Christian
REALTOR

AV ENULE

Georgie@avenuerealtymn.com

¥

“Local & Trusted”

763.807.5021

“TURNING HOUSES INTO HOMES”

&7 Bohcat

FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT IS A

WE HAVE AN

ATTACHM

FARM-RITE
EQUIPMENT INC

Sales « Service « Rentals « Parts

We provide our customers with Sales, Service, Parts &
Rentals on all new & used Bobcat equipment.

FULL SERVICE, AUTHORIZED
BOBCAT DEALER!

Dassel: 888-679-4857 | Long Prairie: 866-514-0982 | Willmar: 877-484-3211 | St. Cloud: 844-262-2281

www.farmriteequip.com

R 4

attended due to heavy snowfall and slippery
roads.

“The residential docks of lakeshore prop-
erty owners are taking up water space and
should be taxed,” Alltax told the group.

“I already am paying too much in prop-
erty taxes,” said local restaurant owner Sal
Minella. “You liberals are always after my
hard-earned money.”

“I'have to laugh when I hear a $1 million

PUBLICATION OF THE MAPLE LAKE MESSENGER

Example of
Proposed Dock Tax

DOCK LENGTH
48 x4’ (192sq )
@ $12.50 sq ft = $2,400 per year
DECK / FLOATING DOCK
12x4’ (48 sq fi) !
$12.50 sq ft = $450 per year
BOAT LIFT
9'x9 81sqf)
@ $1250 q ft = 1,012.50 per year

Total added to property tax:

$3,862.50

In 2016, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Revenue counted 135,000
non-commercial seasonal recre-
ational properties on its tax rolls.

If 75,000 out of 135,000 were
taxed an additional $3,862.50, it
would put $290 million into the
Minnesota coffers.

lakeshore owner complain about paying any
taxes,” Alltax said. “You should count your
blessings.”

(See “Dock Tax” Page 11)

and Don’t Miss a Fish
with this one-of-a-kind
Fast-Action Ice-Hole Cover!

SPIN

|

Easy push button
Flippin Lid!

" ICEHOLE
{COVER OPEN

520 Division Street West « Maple Lake J"L

Monday-Friday: 7AM-9PM
320-963-2060  »s: cexnrie auto epar

EE'EXPRESS

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER
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Dock Tax

(From page 10)

THE MAPLE FLAKE - 2024

The Minnesota Legislature is considering a new bill that will charge a yearly
property tax for all docks on Minnesota lakes, including Maple Lake.

Drones

The bill includes $5 million to purchase
drones used to identify and measure the
docks, boatlifts and floating rafts currently
on all Minnesota lakes.

“There will also be costs to hire the drone
operators,” Alltax said.

The additional charges will be automati-
cally put on the property owner’s 2024 tax
statement.

“Sadly, we just can’t trust individuals to
be honest in reporting their docks in the
water,” Alltax said.

Follow the money

“I want to support my state,” said Sandy

Beach. [ am sure the money would be used

Tinctures
-Upto 3,800 MGO

Water Solubles
Upto 1,800 MG

" CBD Pet Treats

For calming, anxiety and pain

You Betcha' Gumm:es
5MGTHC

very wisely. What will the revenue be used
for?”

“You don’t even live on a lake Ms. Beach,
much less have a dock,” Sal Minella said.
“I bet you would feel differently if the gov-
ernment wanted $3,862 a year for every one
of your darn cats. So, you and your socialist
friends should just keep your mouths shut.”

Sen Alltax pointed out that the revenues
raised by the new tax would go to many
different projects to make Minnesota great
again.

“Included will be money for the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and earmarks for
rural communities like Maple Lake,” Alltax
said. “Not included will be any tax cuts for
the millionaires in our state.”
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Reefer Baits

(From page 1)

Lake CBD at least until all the kinks
are worked out. One of the hiccups
she’s had to deal with, she said, is find-
ing a way to make the bait less attrac-
tive to people. She’s put labels on the
product stating it’s not for human con-
sumption, but some anglers have taken
to ingesting the oil themselves.

“The oil itself won’t hurt them, but
when the munchies set in and they start
eating the potato chip flavored lures
then they have a problem,” Jane said.
“Ahalf a dozen of those ‘professionals’
on the bass tour last summer had to
have hooks surgically removed from

their lips.”

“My lawyer Sue Yoo says I'm not
liable because I have that indemnity
clause on every Reefer Oil and Funny
Fish Lure label, so I’'m not worried
about that, I just don’t want anyone to
get hurt,” she said. “My products are
meant to make you feel groovy, not the
opposite of groovy.”

As an incentive to use her product
only as directed, she is offering a free
package of THC Gummies with every
Reefer Oil and Funny Fish Lure combo
bought at her store now through the
start of the big Ice Fishing Derby. The
hope is that anglers will munch on the
gummies, mellow out and leave the bait
to the fishes.

Fishing with the Maple Lake CBD store’s new bait is so much fun, you’ll
be happy no matter how big your fish is.

Free Taste Test

at our Buffalo Location!

Next door to DOJO Karate at 403 HWY 55 Suite A, Buffalo
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Ruckus on the

Roundabout

By Paige Turner

Twenty Maple Lake residents are recovering at a local bar
after being trapped for more than two hours on the Divi-
sion Street Roundabout in a shuttle bus bound for Mystic
Lake Casino earlier today.

According to witnesses, the bus was heading east on
Division Street when it entered the roundabout. The driv-
er reportedly became confused at the multiple exits and
was stricken with a sudden inability to commit.

“He kept saying ‘on your right is H&H, on your right

is H&H’ over and over again like a tour guide on a bro-
ken record as we went around and around!” said Ron A.
Muck, a passenger on the ill-fated shuttle.

For two hours, the blue bus filled with anxious would-be
gamblers remained on its circular course until, left with
no other option, the National Guard was called in.

“It was so scary,” said Ima B. Leever a woman who hap-
pened to be walking her dog in the area at the time. “All
I remember were those pale, desperate faces pressed up
against the glass as they went by me time and time again.
I felt so helpless.”

By the time the National Guard arrived local law enforce-
ment had already barricaded all five entrances to the traf-
fic circle, and it was starting to disrupt traffic throughout
the city. Eventually a portion of Highway 55 was closed
as well to serve as a landing pad for the National Guard
helicopter. For another half an hour, rescuers debated the
best way to stop the bus which continued to race along at

a discouraging 15 mph. After dismissing an idea to tow
the bus out of the roundabout with the helicopter — which
would have required guardsmen to repel down onto its
roof to attach the tow-cables — well known Psychiatrist
Mel Practiss was brought in. Using poster-board signs he
was able to effectively communicate with the driver, and
in as little as five laps, had directed him back onto Divi-
sion Street.

The passengers were evacuated from the bus and trans-
ported by ambulance to the local pub where The Shuttle
Service Company bought them all a round of drinks.
Although no injuries were reported and an alternate bus
was quickly arranged to continue the trip, most of the
passengers decided to forgo the casino and remain at the
bar to further calm their nerves.

“I’'m never leaving town again,” insisted a visibly shaken
Jerry Atrick. “Owen Big and I, we like to take the shuttle
to a new casino every so often and try to squeeze a little
more out of our social security checks, if you know what
I mean. Well, no more. From now on when I get the urge
to gamble, I'll just come here for the pull tabs. It’s much
safer than trying to navigate the roads these days.”

The driver, Howie Blewit is relatively new to the job,
according to a representative from The Shuttle Service
Company. Co-workers described him as kind to animals
and children, a bit overdependent on Google Maps for a
bus driver, but completely harmless.

“It was your classic case of overthinking,” Dr. Mel Prac-
tiss later told Flake reporters. “When faced with one or

PUBLICATION OF THE MAPLE LAKE MESSENGER

The roundabout on Division Street in Maple Lake
looks calm now, but that’s not the way it looked ear-
lier today when a shuttle bus headed to Mystic Lake
Casino became stuck in a never-ending circle.

more options, some people just can’t make a decision. It
happens all the time at restaurants.”

“That’s so like Howie” Blewit’s wife said later in a phone
interview with The Flake. “He’s always had an inability
to commit. We dated 15 years before we got engaged and
it took another six to actually tie the knot. I'm not sur-
prised at all.”

Blewit was transported by ambulance to the local hospital
to undergo further psychoanalysis, “just in case,” officials
said.
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(CLASSIFIEDS

- REELIN A DEAL -

Man. Good shape. Comes with T.V. and
remote. $50 or B/O

Holy socks. Good for church on Sunday.

Kitchen appliance store is going out of
business. Deals on everything but the
kitchen sink.

Preparation P specifically formulated for
the pain and itching of polaroids, which
are caused by sitting on the ice for too
long. Dealerships available.

Sure Fire Walleye Bait. Fresh Green
Peas, never canned or frozen! Simply
drop a few in the water, wait for a walleye
to come to take a pea and net it.

Exercise bike good as new. Call Mr.
Chubbs

Due to the down economy, | am forced to
sell my collection of Star Trek portraits in
order to continue paying for my World of
Warcraft subscription. Each one is hand
painted by myself. Please call 645-987-
2437. If my mom picks up ask for Warlock.

Honda Civic '96. AM/FM/CD, low miles,
good condition, speaks Spanish. $3,500.
327-987-3876

Wedding Dress For Sale: Worn once by
mistake.

— Free Puppies: 2 Cocker Spaniel, + 12
sneaky neighbor’s dog.

SUPPORT GROUPS

New support group available for compul-
sive talkers. It's called On and On and On.

AA-AAA, the support group for people
being driven to drink

Self Help: Chronically overweight? 6
p.m., 522 N. eighth St. Sheboygan. Bring
your own chair. Free.

Companion to take long walks on the
beach with, relax by a fire with, and to curl
up at the foot of the bed. Spaniel or lab
breeds preferred.

Caring man wanted: SWF looking for
man for permanent relationship, marriage,
and support. Must be willing to ignore the
voices in my head and occasional mutter-
ing under my breath.

Guinea Pig wanted: This is for real. Not
the fictional “guinea pig” meaning, like |
have some strange experiment or any-
thing like that. After all, I'm not a mad
scientist. Or even a scientist wanna-be.
And the guinea pig will not be harmed, or
eaten, or fed to my doberman. It’s for my
little boy, yeah, that's it. It's a pet for my
little boy.

Talent search: Can you burp or fart on will?
Can you do it better than your friends? If
so, apply in person at 545 Main Street,
Gas City.

Looking for someone to do yard work.
Must have hula-hoop. Call 783-987-1563

Experienced nanny wanted to care for our
three small children in outhouse. No car
needed.

Waitress wanted. Must be 18 years old
with 20 years’ experience.

Teacher: 3-year-old teacher needed for
preschool. Experience preferred.

Cab Drivers Needed: Must have valid driv-
er’s license, clean driving record, and doc-
umented criminal record. Please apply
in person at 5256 Court House Street.

Prepper Researcher Needed: Must be
experienced in preparation for natural
survival under extreme circumstances,
including rebellion, insurrection, anarchy,
acts of war, and nuclear holocaust. Please
place resume in a black envelope on the
third Oak tree from the left, at mile marker
18.3 on Highway H, 4 miles south of town.

Auto Repair Service: Free pick-up and
delivery. Try us once, you'll never go any-
where again.

Computer Tech Support: Is your computer
malfunctioning and you don’t know what
to do? You know who to call. Tech-Bust-
ers. If you think it's busted now, wait until
we get done with it.

Down on your luck?

can fix your truck!

Wright County Collision | *

763.682.3828

412 - 7TH ST. N.E. » BufrraLO, MN 55313

Whight Cou,

* Complete Body
& Paint Service

* Collision Repair
to Restorations

DANGLE YOUR BAIT IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS AND SEE IF YOU GET A BITE!
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Custom Dry Cleaning: We do not tear
clothing with machinery. We do it by hand.

Housekeeping services: Tired of cleaning
yourself? Let me do it.

ILLITERATE? Write today for free help.

Looking for someone who knows how
patents work. | made a fly swatter that
doubles as a spatula and | don’t know
what to do next.

OBITUARIES

Mr. Drained. He was known for his Type
A behavior, positive attitude, and always
giving 100%. His only mistake was to
donate blood.

Jimmy Kennedy, who wrote the Hokey
Pokey passed away. There was some
difficulty at the funeral when they put the
right foot in.

Douglas (Doug) Graves Drifted off this
mortal coil on January 19 at his home
surrounded by his loving wife of 57 years,
Judy, who will now be able to purchase
the mink coat which he had always
refused her because he believed only
minks should wear mink, his two sons,
their wives, and his four grandchildren.
Doug was preceded in death by his ton-
sils and adenoids in 1965, a spinal disc in
2000, a large piece of his thyroid gland in
2010, and his prostate on May 29th, 2020.

There will be no viewing since his wife

refuses to honor his request to have him
standing in the comer of the room with a
glass of Jack Daniels in his hand so that
he would appear natural to visitors.

Cremation will take place at the family’s
convenience and his ashes will be kept
around as long as they match the décor.

Everyone who remembers him is asked
to celebrate Doug’s life in their own way.
Raising a glass of their favorite drink in his
memory would be quite appropriate.

Instead of flowers, Doug would hope that
you will do an unexpected and unsolicited
act of kindness for some poor unfortunate
soul in his name.”
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Ice fishing nudists reveal all

Local chapter raises money for fish house to combat exposure

By Paige Turner

The Maple Lake chapter of the Nudist Ice
fishing Post 911 International, or N.1.P.I,
will hold a raffle, Thursday, Feb .15, to
raise money for a new fish house to use at
next year’s Ice Fishing Derby after sev-
eral members last year were hospitalized
for exposure.

Now available at
baitshops everywhere!

“We’re hoping the new fish house will
provide some protection from the ele-
ments for our members,” N.IPI president
Anita Coat said.

Temperatures dropped to 19 degrees last
year with windchills reaching a frigid five
below zero. At least three N.I.P.I. mem-
bers succumbed to the cold and had to be
transported by ambulance to Buffalo hos-

“We took precautions,” Coat said. “We
hung a tarp to keep wind off our bare-
backs and we handed out at least 10 hand
and foot warmers. No one in our chapter
actually got frostbite. The worst we suf-
fered were a few chapped cheeks.”

Members of the Goodview and Fairview

chapters, however, weren’t so lucky. Two
were hospitalized and one reportedly lost
an appendage.

Realit
@“w" FOR MERJ/

OFFICIAL FRANGRANCE OF N.I.P.

Every year the Maple Lake Ice Fishing
Derby attracts thousands of ice fishing
enthusiasts from across the state and

pital where they were treated for frostbite.

N.LP.I member, Kelvin Scale admits the heated floors and couches would be

an upgrade over his current equipment.

N.IPIis always well represented.

“I just love ice fishing, I love everything
about ice fishing, except actually catching
fish. I think that’s cruelty to aquatic life,”
Ima Nutt, member of the Freeborn N.I.PI
chapter said. “And I think it’s just mar-
velous that Maple Lake is raising money
for a fish house to stay warm in, of course
they probably won’t invite us Freeborns
inside. They didn’t exactly roll out the
welcome mat to their lean-to last year,
and those hand warmers they handed out,
what a joke. They sure didn’t help poor
Seymour from Fairview. He’s not so fair
to look at anymore, if you get my drift,”
Nuitt said.

Thursday night’s raffle will take place at

Photo by Cam Raman

7 p-m. at the Coat home, located at 1234
Bare Ave. The top prize is a one-year
free N.I.PI membership worth an esti-
mated $1,000. Also raffled off Thursday
night, are several styles of birthday suits
designed by renowned artist Mother
Nature.

“We have the skinny look for those who
want to flaunt it a little, and the rumpled
style, you know, the ones that look like
they just came out of the drier and need
ironing,” Coat said. “Both designs come
in two colors, mocha and ultra white.”

N.L.PL.’s goal is to raise $40,000 to pay
for the 30-foot-long ice shanty they had
custom designed earlier this fall that is

(See “N.IPI.” page 15)
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(From page 14

N.L.P.l president, Anita Coat, enjoys ice fishing and raising money for many
charitable events, Coat says a new fish house will provide some protection for
members representing N.I.P.I on the ice. Photo by Cam Raman
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currently sitting in storage in Fargo while
they come up with the funds to pay for it.

“It’s pretty posh,” Coat’s husband Harry
said. “I’'m not a nudist myself, that’s my
wife’s thing, but it really does have every-
thing a cold nudist could want, heated
floors, heated couches, a heated shower,
and lots of heated blankets. There is also a
full kitchen, full bath, sauna, hot tub, sat-
ellite dish and some top-notch ice fishing
equipment. It’s almost enough to make an
otherwise sane man go nude, if you know

N.L.LP.I member Bill “The Iceman”
Waters open’s a hole for the Arctic
Plunge on Maple Lake in 2020.

Photo by Cam Raman

what I mean.”

“I'll admit it’s nice, but our main focus is
safety, and this fish house will go a long
way in preventing any more tragedies
like the one we had last year,” Anita Coat
insisted.

The club hopes to have the new fish house
out on the ice for next year’s fishing derby,
as long as there is enough ice to support it.
“It is rather big,” Coat said.

Coat said you don’t have to be a member
of N.IPI to check them out on derby
day, but you do have to dress (or undress)
appropriately.

“Everyone is invited to join us for hot
chocolate and strawberry daiquiris in our
new fish house. And after the contest,
we’re all going over to the after party to
get an eye full of The Naked Cowboys.

“Of course, frost bite isn’t just a concern
for nudists. Dr. Ben There reminded that
the best way to protect yourself from frost
bite is to limit your time outside if tem-
peratures are below zero.

*“And when you do go out,” he said,
“make sure to dress appropriately, includ-
ing, well, wearing clothes.

Airbnb

Check in & enjoy the solitude!
ADDITIONAL Charge of $2,000 per night will be applied for late checkout!
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IS CALLING YOU

Image cou-rtesy of Drew Itmaself

The 2024 Maple Lake Ice Derby
has been canceled due to poor ice

By Brenda Erdahl

he 49th annual
derby was sup-
posed to take

place Saturday, Feb.
3, but a combination
of above average
temperatures and rain
left area lakes most-
ly ice free into early
January. Despite the
recent cold snap, ice
uncertainty forced
organizers to call off
the festivities for the
second year in a row.

'WIN AN ICE CASTLE A SPOOF PUBLICATION OF THE MAFLE LAKE MESSENGER
IS£| HOUSE

«s ~Maple Flake

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MAPLE LAKE ICE-FISHNG DORDY

THE 2024 ICE FISHING DERBY HAS BEEN CAMNCELED DUE TO POOR ICE CONDITIONS
sl VoL & Salurtay, Febraaey 1. Bt

Reefer Baits are a big hit!

i e S b spry PPN 10 Magle Lake i s [es——
a1 ki poist, bt 0 ke it

The good news is, there will still be a raffle for a brand new Ice Castle Fish
House. Tickets are available at Madigans, H&H, the Maple Lake Legion,
Cenex and Maple Lake Wine and Spirits. The drawing will be held at Madi-
gans in Maple Lake during the city’s St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. Watch
the Ice Fishing Derby website at www.mapelakefishingderby.com for more
information in coming days.

The Maple Lake Ice Fishing Derby is heralded as the largest of its kind in
Minnesota. It is hosted by the Maple Lake, Lake Property Owners Asso-
ciation and 100 % of proceeds are use to improve Maple Lake’s waters.

We hope you enjoyed The Maple Flake’s absurd, hilarious, and downright
untrue stories in 2024. The official publication of the Maple Lake Ice Fish-
ing Derby will be back next year. We always love to hear from our readers!

Lets us know what you thing at ads@ maplelakemessenger.com.
~Thank you!

You can still Win an Ice Castle!

HURRY- ALL SALES GOOD

Jan29"' -Feb II' $1499

UV 80 Proof 07

1.75REG. 18.99 J

Sailor Jerry I . Ay
REG. 29.99 REG. 24.99

Bush Light §

24 Pk Cans
REG. 23.99

$249 47 $9999

1) ' 5% 70 2 0%
L DISCOUNTS ALL YEAR
' on IN-STORE WINES

+ FREE Wine Tasting Admission
Some restrictions may apply

$1 Q99

Kavanagh
Irish Cream
REG. 22.99

$1 6%°

Windsor

1.75 REG. 19.99

www.ci.maple-lake.mn.“s

¢r Maple Lake 320.963.3715

Next to Cenex in Maple Lake
901 State Hwy. 55 East

WINE & SPIRITS

Fri- Sat: 9am-10pm |

Mon-Thur: 9am-9pm | Sun: 11am-4 pm



GET READY FOR A ==

Minne=SNO:ta
WINTER!

CALL THE YoP]DoC)

w w W - D ez,. e I h Va c' ca m Heating & Air Conditioning
7 63'684'3 965 * Upon Credit Approval. Some g"mﬁ; Visit with

your Comfort Consultant for full details. This offer cannot be
Residential - Heating + Cooling * Sales ° Service combined with any other offer.
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