
By Brenda Erdahl 
Twenty-fi ve years ago, Scott Bohn 

set out to fi nd a better way to reface 
a kitchen. The project he was work-
ing on was in his own home. A phone 
call from a big box store, followed 
by an in-home estimate complete 
with a high-pressure sales pitch and 
high price left him dissatisfi ed and 
looking for a better solution. With 
a background in custom cabinetry, 
Scott knew he had the skills to come 
up with a better, higher quality meth-
od for less money. His fi rst refaced 
kitchen was his own and it added 
considerable value to his home when 
it came time to sell. 

In 1999, Scott and Julie Kreitz 
decided to share Scott’s skills with 
the world. They opened Jewel Cab-
inet Refacing in a pole building on 
Scott’s parent’s property. Eventu-
ally, the company outgrew its loca-
tion and moved to its current shop 
on First Street in Maple Lake. That 
was in 2007. In 2017 they opened a 
showroom at 66 Birch Avenue South. 
Their shop on First Street continues 
to be their manufacturing facility. 

Jewel Cabinet Refacing is a fami-
ly run business. In addition to Julie’s 
full-time commitment, Scott’s son, 
Andrew and daughter Stephanie have 
both worked for the business over the 
years. Stephanie, who still works part 
time for them, has played a “huge 
role” in its success, Julie said. 

Refacing Cabinets
Refacing your cabinets can give 

your kitchen a whole new look with-
out the cost of a full kitchen remodel. 
Jewel Cabinet Refacing uses two dif-
ferent high-quality processes:

Wood Refacing: Your cabinets 
will be covered with solid ¼ inch 
wood facing, end panels and new 
moldings. Brand new doors are then 
applied with new hinges and hard-
ware. Since everything is covered 
or replaced you can choose the door 
style, stain color and wood species 

that fi ts your decor. To fi nish the 
wood, Jewel Cabinet Refacing uses 
a professional spray booth to apply 
three coats of high quality, prec-
atalyzed lacquer. A light sanding 
between each coat ensures a smooth 
durable fi nish.

Painted Look -RTF process: If you 
prefer a painted look over a wood fi n-
ish, Jewel Cabinet Refacing will pro-
fessionally paint your cabinet boxes 
and then apply brand new RTF doors 
to match. Rigid Thermal Foil (RTF) 
is a process where heat and pressure 
bond a PVC fi lm to a substrate, cre-
ating a very durable and low main-
tenance material that emulates real 
painted wood surfaces. By using elec-
tronically color-matched, high-quali-
ty paint, your cabinets will come out 
with a beautiful, professional fi nish.

To view some before and after ref-
acing pictures, visit www.jewelcabi-
net.com or call 763-286-3232 for 
more information.

Other Services 
With the refacing process Jewel 

Cabinet Refacing can also modify 
existing cabinets or add custom cabi-
nets to match. Examples include new 
drawers, rollouts, trash/recycling 
stations, wine racks, glass doors and 
much more.

Looking to get new counter tops? 
Jewel Cabinet Refacing has a great 
relationship with two local counter 
top companies, Northstar Granite 
and S&R Laminates, so your kitch-
en project can move forward seam-
lessly. On the other hand, if you love 
your counter tops, but know some-

thing needs to be done about your 
cabinets Jewel Cabinet Refacing can 
reface without removing your present 
counter tops.

Because they are a custom cab-
inet shop, customers often focus on 
kitchens, but they can do a whole lot 
more than that. From custom built 
bookshelves, fireplace surrounds, 
entryway cabinetry, laundry room 
makeovers and bathroom remodels, 
Jewel Cabinet Refacing is not limited 
to kitchens. Ask about grouping mul-
tiple projects to save you money in 
the long run.

The better choice
Over the last 25 years, many cus-

tomers have found Jewel Cabinet 
Refacing to be the better choice. 

The George family stated: “We’re 
thrilled with the refacing you did as 
well as the new construction that 
blends seamlessly. We couldn’t have 

afforded a kitchen remodel if we 
hadn’t found you.”

Others have called Scott and 
Julie’s work, “absolutely gorgeous,” 
and have attested to the company’s 
honesty, sincerity, and sense of com-
mitment. 

Jewel Cabinet Refacing has earned 
an A+ rating from the Better Business 
Bureau, has a long list of referrals and 
is fully insured. They offer quality 
products and materials along with 
the highest quality workmanship and 
attention to detail. For more testimo-
nials, visit www.jewelcabinet.com. 

In good hands
Jewel Cabinet Refacing has 

refaced more than 500 kitchens since 

it opened in 1999. Fast and effi cient, 
Scott and Julie promise to personally 
work with you from start to fi nish. 
From bidding, design and fi nish work 
to the fi nal installation, they treat 
every kitchen as if it was their own. 
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When quality matters, trust Jewel Cabinet Refacing 
Maple Lake business celebrating 25 year Anniversary

Julie and Scott, owners of Jewel 
Cabinet Refacing in Maple Lake 
will treat your kitchen as if it 
were their own, from the bid-
ding, design and fi nish work to 
the fi nal installation. 

Before and after images of a 
recent kitchen refaced by Jewel 
Cabinets using the RTF method. 
The picture at left shows how 
Jewel Cabinet refaced all the base 
cabinets, saving the existing gran-
ite tops. Soffi ts were torn out and 
Jewel Cabinet built all new upper 
cabinets to the ceiling, plus they 
added upper cabinets with glass 
doors, glass shelves and lights 
inside. They also made many 
modifi cations to the existing base 
cabinets. The desk is no longer 
a desk, and they added all new 
drawers, eight new rollouts, a new 
trash rollout and much more. 

After

Before

This kitchen was refaced by Jewel Cabinet Refacing, using their 
quarter-inch solid wood refacing method. 

Showroom by Appointment
Words and pictures can only 
do so much, which is why Julie 
and Scott encourage custom-
ers to visit their showroom in 
Maple Lake. There you will see 
extensive displays of door sam-
ples, space utilizing options and 
hardware choices. Compare the 
wood varieties, touch and feel 
the fi nish and explore what they 
have to off er. Showroom visits 
are by appointment only. Call or 
text 763-286-3232 or email via 
their website, www.jewelcabinet.
com to set up a time. 
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By Brenda Erdahl 
The 47th annual Maple Lake St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade drew its largest 
crowd in at least two years despite 
blustery winds, Saturday, March 16. 

Although organizers were hoping 
for temperatures closer to what we 
experienced earlier in the week, the 
weather was certainly better than last 
year when a measurable amount of 
snow fell and the year before when 
the high was just 15 degrees. 

Temperatures were still above 
average for March and sunshine was 
plentiful when the green took to the 
streets in downtown Maple Lake. The 
early spring-like weather attracted 
what organizer Nick Pawlenty esti-
mated as thousands of people. Crowds 
of people, in spots rows deep lined 
Division Street to see the 87 units that 
made up this year’s parade. The num-
ber of parade units was another above 
average turnout, Pawlenty said. 

“The sun made the day very bear-
able despite the wind and it seemed to 
bring a lot more people out. A lot were 
just in sweatshirts along the parade 
route. Very happy with what we got,” 
Pawlenty said. 

Some of the highlights of the 
parade were Grand Marshal Marilyn 
Groth and her Groth Clan entourage, 

the 2023 State Amateur Baseball 
Champions the Maple Lake Lakers 
who broke out the champagne for the 

occasion, the always popular Osman 
Shrine Mighty Mites and calliope, the 
Freedom Flight hot air balloon engine 

and the many ambassadors from 
communities near and far whose St. 
Patrick’s Day decorations brightened 
the parade route. It was announced 
later at coronation that the Monticello 
ambassadors won the prize for best 
dressed in the parade. 

“Gear-Head Get Together also had 
a unique vehicle out that I think is 
dependent on weather so very cool to 
see that,” Pawlenty said. 

As with all big events, there are a 
lot of people behind the scenes work-
ing together to make the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade a success.

As part of the festivities, Maple 
Lake’s 2024 royalty were crowned, 
and hundreds of people took part in 
the Irish Scamper 5k to raise money 
for the high school track and fi eld and 
cross country teams. The day of fun 
kicked off with a craft fair. Celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day in Maple Lake next 
year, on Saturday, March 15th. 

Parade participation soars in Maple Lake 

Contributed report 
April marks a return to 

warm temperatures, land-
scapes marked by blooming 
foliage and perhaps even a col-
orful fl ower or two. April also 
signals tax season, a notion 
that may elicit different reac-
tions than warmer weather and 
budding plants, particularly 
among those who do not antic-
ipate receiving a tax refund.

According to the Internal 
Revenue Service, the dead-
line to fi le a 2023 tax return is 
Monday, April 15. Individuals 
who file more complicated 
returns or those who simply 

don’t have the time to fi le on 
their own typically look to 
tax preparation profession-
als to ensure their returns are 
fi led correctly and on time. As 
the tax deadline draws closer, 
taxpayers who work with tax 
preparation professionals can 
make that partnership go more 
smoothly by ensuring they 
bring along these necessary 
documents and details to their 
appointments.

· Social Security numbers: 
Individuals who are fi ling as 
single or jointly with a spouse 
will need to list the Social 
Security numbers of each per-
son on the return. Taxpayers 

with dependents will need to 
provide the full names and 
Social Security numbers of 
each dependent as well as their 
own Social Security numbers.

· Identifi cation: A copy of a 
form of identifi cation, such as 
a driver’s license or passport, 
also must be included in a tax 
return. The identifi cation con-
fi rms a person’s identity and 
the name on the ID provided 
must match the name associ-
ated with the Social Security 
number provided.

· Income statements: Tax 
preparers need a copy of each 
taxpayer’s W-2 form, which 
employers must provide by 
the end of January. Taxpay-
ers with more than one job 
must provide a W-2 from each 
employer. Additional income 
statements, such as forms indi-
cating gambling winnings or 
retirement account distribu-
tions, also must be provided 
to the tax prep pro. Taxpayers 
who have such income should 
contact their tax preparation 
pro prior to their appointment 

to determine which additional 
income form they need to fi le.

· Tax deduction documents: 
Tax deductions save taxpayers 
money, and taxpayers may be 
eligible for a range of deduc-
tions. For example, homeown-
ers who fi nance their home 
purchases with mortgages will 

receive a 1098 form from their 
mortgage provider each Janu-
ary. That form is a mortgage 
interest statement that can help 
homeowners reduce their tax 
obligations. Donations, student 
loan interest payments and 
college tuition costs are some 
additional potential deduc-

tions. Charities, student loan 
servicing fi rms and colleges or 
universities should provide tax 
deduction documents by the 
end of January, and taxpayers 
can turn these forms over to 
their tax preparation profes-
sional so they earn all eligible 
deductions.

· Receipts: Some expenses 
are eligible for tax deductions. 
Taxpayers can contact their 
tax preparation professional 
to determine if any medical 
bills, business expenses, char-
itable contributions, or addi-
tional expenses are deductible. 
Receipts may be required, and 
individuals are urged to hold 
on to any receipts they might 
be able to use to earn a tax 
deduction.

Tax season has arrived, and 
taxpayers are urged to provide 
all relevant documents to their 
tax preparers to ensure their 
returns are fi led correctly and 
on time.

Needed documents to bring to your tax preparer in 2024

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE IN MAPLE LAKE. Crowds of people several rows deep lined Division 
Street along the parade route in Maple Lake Saturday, March 16 to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Mark 
your calendars for next year’s celebration on Saturday, March 15th. 
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 Taxpayers who work with tax preparation profession-
als can make that partnership go more smoothly by 
ensuring they bring along the necessary documents.
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Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
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The South Haven Sportsmen’s Club will hold its 85th Fish Fry on Friday April 5 
at the South Haven Fire Hall.  This annual event will take place from 3:30 to 8:30 
p.m. and is sponsored by the South Haven Sportsmen’s Club. There are dine-in 
and take-out options. Proceeds will go toward conservation projects. 
Watch the Annandale Advocate for more information on this event.



By Brenda Erdahl

The Annandale Expo is 
gearing up for another show-
case day Saturday, April 6 at 
Annandale High School.

Now in its 26th year, the 
Expo runs from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and includes 70 exhibi-
tors, entertainment, activities 
and of course, food. 

Free to the public, this event 
has been called Annandale’s 
get-together and draws 1,000 
plus people every year. 

Considered a “rite of 
spring” for the community, 
the event showcases local 
businesses and organizations. 
On the business side, shop 
for your home, cabin, busi-
ness, hobbies, leisure activ-
ities and automotive needs. 
But fi rst enjoy the Kiwanis 
Pancake Breakfast, view the 
Annandale Fire and Rescue 
trucks, meet the Annandale 

Ambassadors and get a health 
screening from the Lions. 
The Lions sponsor the annual 
adult health screening in con-
junction with Allina Health 
and other agencies. The free 
screening is the perfect time 
for adults to receive some 
basic health benchmarks, 

including blood pressure, 
cholesterol, and other mea-
sures.

After a busy morning, enjoy 
a lunch courtesy of the local 
Boy Scouts and let the kids 
have fun in the bounce house 
or play an interactive game of 
laser tag courtesy of Annan-
dale Paintball. There will 
be numerous other demon-
strations and give-aways 
plus live entertainment from 
the Annandale Community 
Band, the Annandale Jazz 
Band, the Annandale Cheer 
Team, Maddie Juvland, Pia-
nist and Just for Kix Dance 
Teams. 

The beauty of the Annan-
dale event is that it encom-
passes nearly all aspects of 
the community.

“It’s more than just for 

business. It’s a community 
expo,” long-time chairperson 
and committee member Mike 
Zieska said. “Everybody 
takes ownership in it because 
it grows the community. 

“It’s kind of like an Annan-
dale get-together. It’s like a 
mini Fourth of July. Every-
body comes out, in just a few 
hours, and you get to see all 
these people in the communi-
ty that you normally don’t get 
to see. It’s fun.”

Businesses and organiza-
tions may sign up for this 
Annandale Chamber of Com-
merce hosted event at www.
annandalechamber.org

By Jerry Carlson 

When the ice has vanished and 
the days are warming, I find 
myself thinking about spring 
crappie fi shing. My wife does also 
as she loves to fi sh. For us, like 
many others, chasing crappies in 
the spring has become a tradition.

There are a number of lakes we 
like to target in the spring. Several 
are close to home and a couple are 
farther away. We don’t get to each 
lake every year, but we do make a 
point to try several.

On this particular day, we began 
our search in a large back bay 
on one of our favorite lakes. The 
numerous bulrush beds and large 
expanse of shallow water had 
been pretty good to us over the 
years. 

The expanse of the bay was both 
a positive and a negative. Because 
of the size, there were many pos-
sible locations that might hold 
early season crappies. They were 
looking for food at this time of 
the year and the mud bottom and 

decaying vegetation held a pleth-
ora of options for fi nding inverte-
brates for lunch.

Although the large size was 
inviting to hungry panfi sh, it was 
a bit daunting in terms of fi nding 
a spot that held a school of crap-
pies. The fi sh never seemed to 
be in the same spot and it always 
took time to locate them.

The one big negative on this day 
was the wind. It was blowing in 
from the main lake and might be 
keeping the sun from warming the 
shallow water.

By sneaking around in the shal-
lows with our trolling motor, we 
kept as quiet as possible. Spring 
fi sh are quite spooky in the clear, 
shallow water. For this reason, we 
also made long casts in an effort 
to fi sh far from the boat.

We were a couple of hours into 
the event and all we had to show 
for the morning were a few small 
bass. We opted to give up on the 
bay and moved to a quiet shore-
line that had ample sun warming 

the waters. 
In the clear water, we could see 

a very distinct inside weed line 
where the emerging weeds ended 
and a sand bottom began. This 
edge became our focus as we had 
caught early crappies in similar 
situations before. We were only a 
few casts into our move when we 
boated our fi rst fi sh. 

Although there were scattered 
crappies along the inside weed 
line, we soon learned there were 
more fi sh tight to the docks. Cast-
ing close to a dock without over 
doing it proved to be a challenge. 
However, we managed and ended 
up having an impressive outing. 

Spring crappies are never a guar-
antee. Although they often fre-
quent the same areas each year, 
water temperature and available 
food can dictate where they will 
be found. For this reason, anglers 
need to be fl exible. This fl exibility 
means fi shing multiple locations 
or even switching lakes.

It is also important to note that 

fi nding crappies by docks is not 
unusual. Shoreline cover in the 
form of docks, weeds or even 
downed trees gives the crappies 
a sense of security in the shallow 
water. 

Fishing for spring crappies is 
a tradition in our household. 
Searching the shallows for active 
fi sh is a normal part of the game.  

Jerry Carlson, St. Augusta, has 
fi shed Annandale area lakes for 
many years. He is an occasion-
al contributor to the Annandale 
Advocate. 
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A SPRING-TIME TRADITION:

Annandale Expo is Saturday, April 6
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Chasing crappies in the spring has become a tradition for Jerry 
and his wife and it’s one they look forward to every year as soon 
as the ice comes off the lakes. Fishing the shallows is a normal 
part of the game, but you might have to fi sh multiple locations or 
even switch lakes to be successful in the spring. 

Residential Property
Manager/Maintenance

Overview: As a Residential Property Manager/
Maintenance, you will be responsible for the overall 
maintenance and management of multiple single 
family residential properties. This multifaceted role 
requires a combination of property management 
skills and practical knowledge of maintenance and 
repairs. Full-Time Year-round position.

Please send resume/letter of interest to:
@rachelcontracting.com
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By Brenda Erdahl 
The architecture and people of 

St. Paul are what appealed to Maple 
Lake artist, Ernest Pribyl and so that 
is what he painted.

He documented with sure lines and 
strokes landmarks like the St. Paul 
Cathedral, Mears Park and Mickey’s 
Diner. He painted for his own plea-
sure and over the years created quite 
a collection. In 2020 he passed away 
and his artwork was inherited by his 
daughter Jessica Elsenpeter. 

This spring, Elsenpeter is loaning 
her father’s work to the Maple Lake 
Library where his scenic cityscapes 
and colorful caricatures will be on 
display from March 4 to May 24th. 

Butch Pribyl, as he was better 
known, was born on Jan. 20, 1945, in 
Maple Lake to Ernest and Florence 
Pribyl. He was raised in Maple Lake 
and graduated from Maple Lake High 
School in 1963. 

He always had a knack for draw-
ing, his sister Deb Norine said and 
eventually he found his calling as a 
draftsman in an advertisement on the 
inside of a matchbook cover. 

“In those days, people smoked, 
and matches were free,” Norine 

recalled. “Companies advertised on 
the inside of the matchbook cover. 
A school was advertising for people 
to apply to become draftsmen, so, he 
fi lled it out, mailed the cover to the 
school, and the school sent him a test 
that he did and sent back.  He was 
accepted, and then the school would 

send him drawings he needed to com-
plete and return.” 

He completed the course that way 
while living at home in Maple Lake. 
After passing a fi nal test, he received 
his certifi cate to be a draftsman. His 
fi rst job was at a boat company in 
Minneapolis, Norine said. From there 
he went on to draw houses, commer-
cial buildings, and schools. Eventu-
ally he was employed at ATS & R 
Architects and Engineers. His last 
big job for ATS & R before retiring in 
2005 was coordinating the construc-
tion of the Wausau East High School 
in Wausau, Wi. 

Pribyl lived most of his adult life 
in the Twin Cities, including 15 years 
in a St. Paul high rise close to the 
Children’s Museum. He loved wan-
dering around the city and looking at 
the buildings, Elsenpeter recalled. 

“He would always point out the 
architecture of a building and was 
fascinated by them,” she said.

When his granddaughters earned 
their learners permit, he was happy 
to let them collect their driving hours 
by chauffeuring him around the 
metro while he looked at buildings 
and pointed out this and that about 
the design. It was the safer way to 
ride with grandpa, the girls often said 

because he tended to be just as preoc-
cupied by the buildings when he was 
driving. 

Pribyl was also a pilot and a busi-
nessman. He learned to fl y from Bill 
Mavencamp Sr for $25 an hour at The 
Maple Lake Airport and together with 
his cousin, uncle, and father, they 
bought their fi rst plane. In 1969, he 
purchased Salerno Bay Resort on the 
large peninsula on Maple Lake from 
Joe Urich, which he owned and oper-
ated for time. He was also a prolifi c 
traveler and “adventurer,” according 
to his sister. 

After retirement he spent his win-
ters in Destin, Florida. He loved sun-
rises and would often text pictures to 
his family of the sun setting over the 
Gulf of Mexico, but it wasn’t nature 
that inspired him to paint, it was his 
love of architecture. 

In his collection that will be on 
display at the library, there are paint-
ings of the James J Hill Library, the 
Ordway Center, the St. Paul Hotel 
Landmark and Rice Park, the Histor-
ic Hamm Building and the St. Paul 
Police Station to name a few. 

Although not formally trained, 
Pribyl used his skill as an architectur-
al draftsman to create unique images 
of St. Paul landmarks from a resi-
dent’s perspective. 

Pribyl’s work will be the fi rst of 
what exhibit organizer Judith Feens-
tra said will be a year-long effort to 
display the work of local artists living 
within the library’s service area. 

Pribyl’s art can be viewed anytime 
during library hours: Monday and 
Friday 12-6 p.m.; Wednesday 3-6 
p.m.; and Saturday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Pribyl’s work opens library art exhibit

Mon-Thur 9am - 9pm    Fri-Sat 9am - 10pm    Sun11am - 4pm  
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• Buffalo  • Monticello •  Maple Grove • Rogers • Elk River • Medina • Waconia

Visit DojoKarate.com for a FREE Class  – 763.684.1000

MIGHTY DRAGONS CLASSES
AVAILABLE FOR KIDS AGES 3+

New Eden 
Prairie Location

NOW
OPEN!

Break a Board Earn your White Belt

And Custom CABINETS 

We Transform Kitchens into
Beautiful, Functional Spaces

763.286.3232
www.jewelcabinet.com

When Quality MATTERS, Trust

www.mmexpresssales.com
M-F: 8AM-5PM  • Sat: 8AM-12PM

MAPLE LAKE: 

BUFFALO: 

BIG LAKE: 

BRAINERD: 

ST. CLOUD: 

Big Lake

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!

520 DIVISION STREET WEST
MAPLE LAKE

Monday-Friday:
7AM-5PM

320-963-2060

“Serving ALL your car repair needs”

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

Need an Oil Change?
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Maple Lake native Butch Pribyl 
painted this image of Mickey’s 
Diner in St. Paul. It and 13 more 
of his pieces will be on display 
at the Maple Lake Library now 
until the end of May. 

Butch Pribyl’s drawing of the St. Paul Cathedral is a favorite of 
his daughter, Jessica Elsenpeter. Pribyl was a draftsman who 
loved to draw for pleasure famous landmarks in St. Paul.  

By Brenda Erdahl
Breakfast foods like pancakes or French toast 

just aren't the same without delicious maple syrup. 
But did you know that many of the syrups found 
in grocery stores do not contain any maple at 
all? Pure maple syrup is a marvel of nature and 
involves a multi-step process for getting this rich 
liquid from tree to table. For those who want to 
make maple syrup, now is the time to do it. 

When the sap runs 
Late winter and early spring are opportune 

times to collect sap for your own delicious maple 
syrup. According to the University of Minnesota 
Extension, sap fl ows when there is a rapid warm-
ing trend in early to midmorning following a night 
when the temperature gets below freezing. 

Mark your calendar
That makes it the perfect time for the Universi-

ty of Minnesota Extension’s series of maple syrup-
ing workshops. The workshops will be held across 
the state this spring and one will be relatively close 
by in Waverly on Saturday, April 13. 

This workshop is tailored to the syruping 
hobbyist. Whether you’re looking to get start-
ed or looking to fi ne-tune your syruping skills, 
this workshop is a great learning tool for small-
scale enthusiasts. Educators will lead participants 
through a session with hands-on demonstrations. 
You will gain an in-depth understanding of the 
history of maple syrup, laws and regulations, 
techniques and equipment for extracting, and pro-
cessing sap for sustainability.   

Which maple works best
In Minnesota, four species of maple can be used 

for sap production, although the Sugar maple is 
the most popular because of its sweet sap. Accord-
ing to the University of Minnesota Extension, you 
can also gather sap from red maple, silver maple, 
and boxelder, and you don’t need a maple orchard 
to be a Sugarmaker, as maple syrup producers are 
called. Trees grown in yards, pastures and wood-
lands can all be used for maple sap production.

From tree sap to syrup
Maple syrup starts off as tree sap. Maple sap 

is mostly crystal-clear water that is roughly 2% 
sugar. The process begins with drilling a tap hole 
into the tree, then spouts are inserted into the 
holes to direct the sap into buckets or tubes that 
will deliver the sap to a collection container for 
boiling.

According to the Extension Offi ce, you don’t 
need a lot of equipment to produce maple syrup, 
but a few standard items will increase effi ciency 
and product quality. 

A drill with a 7/16-inch bit, collection spouts, 
spiles or taps, a collection container, a large food-
grade stainless steel boiling pan and heat source 
for boing down the sap are some of the items nec-
essary. A large-scale thermometer and wool, orlon, 
or other types of fi lters for fi ltering fi nished syrup 
while it’s hot are also necessary. 

Bascom, a maple syrup producer, says maple 
syrup made early in the season tends to be clear 
and has a delicate taste. As the season progresses, 
the syrup becomes darker and stronger in taste.

According to the U of M Extension, sap has an 
average sugar concentration of 2%. At that con-
centration, you would need 43 gallons of sap to 
make 1 gallon of syrup. 

Maple syrup is a product of nature. Although 
there is a short window of time for syrup pro-
duction, the results are a sweet treat that makes 
breakfast, dessert, and other meals that much more 
fl avorful.

The budding maple syrup maker or the vet-
eran Sugarmaker wanting to fi ne tune their 
skills will benefi t from the U of M Exten-
sion’s syruping workshop series this spring. 
Register at z.umn.edu/MapleSyrup2024/

Sweet steps to making your own maple syrup

The Maple Lake

From the pages of the Maple Lake Messenger. 
MapleLakeMessenger.com/subscribe



CONGRATULATIONS
 COLURERS, YOU’VE WON!

Ian Logeais 
($25 Gift Card)

Hayden Dalbec 
(1-year subscription to the Advocate)

320-274-3052 
Downtown, Main St., Annandale

www.annandaleadvocate.com

YOURCOMMUNITY,YOURNEWSPAPER,
YOURLIFE!

BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
www. lakecentra l .bank
service@lakecentral.bank

Breakfast & Lunch Specials
Full Service Dining • Catering

OPEN DAILY!  

Downtown Annandale
320-274-5034

Open: Mon.-Sat. 6:30 am-2 pm; Sun. 7 am-1 pm

aaaalllsslsls
rriir nnngngggnggg

STOP IN FOR A VISIT!

Laketown Dental

Family • Implant • Cosmetic • Orthodontics • Invisalign

www.laketowndental.com
Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow

300 Park St E, Annandale, MN 55302 
320-274-8555

• NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! •
• CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION •

• Espresso
• Tea
• Slushies

• Sodas
• Scones 
• Cookies

320-274-6828
20 Cedar St. E, Annandale

InHotWaterCoffee.com

See us on Facebook
for updates & Events

Stop by for your breakfast
brew and a treat or two.

• Dine In Or Take Out 
• Homemade Soups

Daily
• Featuring Casual 

Dining
• Home Cooking  
• Homemade Pie

Broasted Chicken- 
Our Specialty

95 Elm St. East •
Hwy 55 • Annandale,

274-1404

H
Welcome

omestyleCountry
Cafe

Hours: Sun 7 am-1 pm 
Mon-Wed 7 am-3 pm  
Thu-Fri 7 am - 8 pm 

Sat. 7 am - 3 pm

–OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK–

Breakfast • Lunch

MORE COLUREING ACTIVITIES!

UNSCRAMBLURE
Unscamble the letters to determine the words. 

Hint: Each word relates to this month’s CoLUREing sponsor.

A O A P J E N L
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E R E N V D
_ _ _ _ _ _

N H R F E C • O T A T S
_ _ _ _ _ _ • _ _ _ _ _

LURE WORD SEARCH
Find the words in the word bank to the right in the puzzle below. 

Words may be found in any direction including diagonally and may be overlapping each other. The solution is below the word bank. 

COLOR ME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SWEET PRIZE!
Color the drawing below to enter for a chance to win a $25 gift card to Lu’s Cafe or a subscription to the An-
nandale Advocate! Extra copies of the picture are available at any of the businesses listed on this page and online 
at www.annandaleadvocate.com/CoLUREing. Deadline to drop of picture is Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024. All ages 
are welcome to enter. Colorings will be judged by the CoLUREing contest sponsor of the month. Winners will be 
published in the following Lure and will be noti� ed by phone.

THE COLUREING CONTEST SPONSOR OF THE MONTH IS...
LU’S CAFE & CATERING

Drop Entries off at:
 53 Oak Ave. S. • Annandale • 320-274-5034

Hours: Tues.– Sat. 6:30 am–2 pm, Sun., 7 a.m.– 1 p.m.

ENTRY INFORMATION (Please � ll in the information below to complete your entry into the CoLUREing contest.)

Name: Age:  Town:  Phone:(_ _ _) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ 

 F A U M D T A O B E L D D A P N D Z G A
 M S D Z G L N Z E H F X E A S T E R D W
 O C O L B H O A N B I E P T D F E L X K
 W I W Q S W G X E R P F G R O Y G O A N
 Y R N H F C A S D X O Z O N A P R Y W O
 H O T I R C W T I F N P C K I N W B Q A
 P T O A F O K A C W T N V Q O R Q T Y M
 R S W G M D C C T B O W F U T F E O Y U
 E I N B U W U K W I O U R S L A W T Z X
 T H L P J F H E H N N T I M W Y J E A Y
 T R I V X T C R P B Q R E P L N V J I C
 A S Q U E A L E R S D U N R G O D E Z J
 L N K M C Q T E U X M Z D T M C Q B G W
 P U Y L T T A D Q L A O L V B A O H P D
 R X U V M K X P Q Y P T Y V V B L S O Q
 T B E H F W R A P G S R N F V H H W X G
 Y I B A Q V B A R U U W R F P P N H K H
 K I S A N N A N D A L E V N Q C W E V K
 N T I S S V S R U Z Q R F O I X Z Y H R
 H R Z U Y D P P D K Q V S H A K E P R C

WORD BANK
ANNANDALE

BACON
BENEDICT

BREAKFAST
CATERING

CHUCKWAGON
CLUB

DOWNTOWN
EASTER

FRIENDLY
HISTORIC

PADDLEBOAT
PLATTER
PONTOON

SHAKE
SLAW
SPAM

SQUEALERS
STACKER

WRAP

ANSWERS

UnscrambLURE Answers
French Toas

Denver
Jalapeno

MATH MAZE
Navigate the maze by beginning at the value in the black square, 

move through the maze by ADDING horizontally or vertically 
adjacent numbers ending at  totaling the ending value shown.

 F A U M D T A O B E L D D A P N D Z G A
 M S D Z G L N Z E H F X E A S T E R D W
 O C O L B H O A N B I E P T D F E L X K
 W I W Q S W G X E R P F G R O Y G O A N
 Y R N H F C A S D X O Z O N A P R Y W O
 H O T I R C W T I F N P C K I N W B Q A
 P T O A F O K A C W T N V Q O R Q T Y M
 R S W G M D C C T B O W F U T F E O Y U
 E I N B U W U K W I O U R S L A W T Z X
 T H L P J F H E H N N T I M W Y J E A Y
 T R I V X T C R P B Q R E P L N V J I C
 A S Q U E A L E R S D U N R G O D E Z J
 L N K M C Q T E U X M Z D T M C Q B G W
 P U Y L T T A D Q L A O L V B A O H P D
 R X U V M K X P Q Y P T Y V V B L S O Q
 T B E H F W R A P G S R N F V H H W X G
 Y I B A Q V B A R U U W R F P P N H K H
 K I S A N N A N D A L E V N Q C W E V K
 N T I S S V S R U Z Q R F O I X Z Y H R
 H R Z U Y D P P D K Q V S H A K E P R C

 5 9 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 7
 2 7 8 7 2 3 9 0 8 1
 3 8 2 0 0 4 1 1 4 2
 1 9 4 0 0 1 0 3 7 2
 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 8 1
 1 9 3 9 5 2 1 2 3 6
 3 1 1 2 7 0 0 0 8 2

10

75

 5 9 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 7
 2 7 8 7 2 3 9 0 8 1
 3 8 2 0 0 4 1 1 4 2
 1 9 4 0 0 1 0 3 7 2
 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 8 1
 1 9 3 9 5 2 1 2 3 6
 3 1 1 2 7 0 0 0 8 2

10

75
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Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

CountryLAKE

Calendar

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the 

Lake Country 
Calendar!

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 

$2995
CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

ADVERTISE
Your Event in the 

Lake Country 
Calendar!

2o,000+ 
 Local  Residents
Recieve the Lake Country

Calendar

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 

$2995
CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

320-274-2052 320-963-3813

The Maple Lake

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

REACH 20,000 RESIDENTS! FOR LESS THAN $1.65 per day!

MAY ADD THEIR EVENTS ANYTIME!
UPDATE YOUR SPACE MONTHLY!

 CALENDAR SPONSORS

Call 320-963-3813 or email ads@maplelakemessenger.com 

10

3 4 5 6 7

11 12 13 17

17 18 19 20 21

Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

• Passover Begins
•  Legion Riders Club at  Legion Club, 7 p.m
� Full MoonMaundy Thursday

 

 • Classes Resume, Maple Lake Schools

25 26 27

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start
• Fire Safety Training Classroom Day, South 

Haven City Hall, 6-8:30 p.m.

• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m
• South Haven City Council Meets, 6:30 p.m
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Tax Day

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m.  

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m

 • Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the Maple 
Lake Legion, 7 p.m.

• Turkey Hunt B Season Open Through 
April 25

28

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at the 

Legion Club
• Passover Ends

• Administrative Professional’s Day

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meets, 7 pm

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
• Turkey Hunt A Season Open Thru April 18

24

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 
Media Center, 7 p.m

• Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meets - American Legion, 7:30 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Spr ing  Break!  Maple  Lake  Schools

15

8 9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19

22 23 24 25 26 27

20

• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at the 
Legion Club

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 pm, at the V by HH
• Firearms Safety Training Class, 6 p.m. 

Rockford Fire Station
• Annandale Council Meeting, City Hall,7pm
• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m

30

• Trout Season Opens
• Coffee & Crafts, Robert Ney Nature Center, 

10-12pm

• Arbor Day

Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• April Fools Day
• No School, Maple Lake & Annandale
• Twin Cities Auto Show, Minneapolis Con-

vention Center (March 30-April 7) • Legion Riders Club, Legion Club, 7 p.m.

 • Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m.
• South Haven City Council Meets 6:30 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:00 p.m.

• Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m.

� Full Moon 

• Tax Day
• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 

Media Center, 7 p.m

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timothy 
Church, 7 p.m. 

• Take our Daughters & Sons to Work Day

• Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m

• Earth Day

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m.

• Turkey Hunting Season Begins
• Maple Lake VFW Post 7664
     at Maple Lake Legion, 7 pm
• Administrative Professionals Day

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

• Maple Lake & Annandale Prom

• Ladies Day Out, Downtown Buffalo Shops, 
10am- 4pm

• PuzzlePalooza, Monticello Community Cen-
ter, 9am-3pm

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start

• Annandale Business Expo 8am-1pm
• Buffalo Indoor Farmer’s Market, Buffalo 

Community Center, 8-12 p.m.
• Wright County Swapper’s Meet opens for 

the season

29

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meets, 7 p.m

• Annandale Chamber Meets, 11:30 am

7

21

14

Sunrise- 6:31 a.m.
Sunset- 8:00 p.m.

Sunrise- 6:44 a.m.
Sunset- 7:51 p.m

Sunrise- 6:19 a.m.
Sunset- 8:09 p.m

28

• Wildfl ower Class, 
 Robert Ney Nature Center, 1 & 3 pm
Sunrise- 6:08 a.m.
Sunset- 8:18 p.m

2024
April

Ada Dittberner
REALTOR

952-999-0949

fishMLS
realty

®

Turkey Hunting 
Season Begins 
April 17th
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